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Councillor: Hedley McCarthy 

                                                          Party: Labour  

Ward: Llanhilleth Ward  

 

Section 1 – Roles and Responsibilities 

I provide political Leadership to the Council taking the lead where there is a political 

dimension and a shared role with the Mayor where there are dual responsibilities.  

Section 2:  Constituency Activity 

I represent the Llanhilleth Ward and in previous years I held advice surgeries, which 

are at best poorly attended. I am easily contacted at home, office, by mobile, email 

and via Facebook. I take regular walks around my Ward where I meet and discuss 

with residents any issues. The problems raised I endeavour to resolve the matter as 

soon as possible. 

Section 3: Executive and Scrutiny Activities 

I Chair the Executive Committee and participate in the Executive’s collective decision 

making. I regularly meet Members and Officers following request for meetings with 

the Leadership in order to discuss strategic and Council matters.  

 

During the last year I have attended approximately 347 meetings, these meetings 

includes WLGA Meetings, G7, City Regions, City Deals Meeting and meetings to 

discuss the Circuit of Wales. I have met with Ministers to discuss Local Government, 

and Economy & Transport. I have had meetings with outside organisations and met 

regularly with Leaders from across Wales on wider issues.  

 

The Leadership also meet regularly for Executive and Council business including 

Regulators meetings, Executive and Corporate Management Team, Town & 

Community Councils and Scrutiny Committees as and when requested. We meet 

regularly with the Education Recovery Board and hold informal meetings with the 

Chair. I attended approx 91% of statutory meetings, I strive to attend all Council 

meetings, however on some occasions as part of my wider role as Leader I am 

permitted to attend meetings outside of the Borough. 

 

I am also fortunate to attend cultural events with the Mayor and be asked to attend 

official openings in my role as Leader of the Council.  

Section 4: Training and Development 

I attend Members Briefings as appropriate and took lead on Members Personal 

Development Reviews. My PDR was undertaken by Ian Bottrill. 



 

 

Section 5: Initiatives, Special Activities and Issues 

As part of my dual role with the Mayor as the interface for the Authority I am 

fortunate to participate in many events opening of new businesses in Blaenau 

Gwent, visit to the Royal Welsh Show. I have been invited to the Market Hall Cinema 

for special screenings and art exhibitions, attended the Welcome Home 

Commonwelth Games Celebrations and unveiling of Griffin Lane, Blaina in honour of 

local firefighters. I attended the launch of the Leisure Trust with the Minister and 

attended a Reception Dinner hosted by the Circuit of Wales Team with Leaders and 

Cabinet Members from across Wales. I was asked to cut the ribbon on the first new 

bus service provided Phil Anslow from Brynmawr and opened the Flying Start Hub in 

Brynithel. 
 

I presented Blaenau Gwent Foodbanks with a donation from dividends received from 

an energy scheme and undertook a sponsored walk to raise money for a local lady. I 

am fortunate to be invited to the Riverfront Theatre, Newport and Awards 

ceremonies that pay thanks to youth and the wider community on their 

achievements. I have secured funding and arranged for plaques to be erected to 

commemorate Ron Burgess and Mervyn Griffiths. I invite local schools, councillors, 

AMs, MPs and other dignitaries to these events. 
 

I have initiated meetings with other Leaders on the Circuit of Wales and attended 

many meetings in relation to the City Deals and City Regions and regularly attend a 

Culture Group with the Minister. 
 

This year I was involved in work being undertaken at the Pupil Referral Unit and was 

introduced to Neville Southall who works at the PRU. Myself, Neville and a selection 

of officers along with the Head teacher visited Liverpool to have sight of the work 

being taken forward in their communities with young people. During the visit we 

met with the Mayor of Liverpool who accommodated us for the day and provided us 

with some good initiatives to take forward in Blaenau Gwent. 
 

Not only do I participate in events in the wider region I also like to ensure I attend 

local events within my Ward and Blaenau Gwent. I enjoy the yearly carol service at St 

Illtyd’s, Brynithel and attended an excellent Exhibition at Brynithel Community 

Centre. During the summer I enjoy the Horse & Dog Show in Cwm and many 

fetes/fairs that may be taking place. 
 

As part of the WLGA my role is Leisure, Tourism & Major events and I undertake 

many duties under that remit. I have chaired many meetings and held events at the 

WLGA Annual Conference in conjunction with other leisure/sports representatives. I 

have quarterly meetings with the Minister where we discuss many policies.  

 


