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	Scrutiny Committee:
	Children, Young People & Families Scrutiny Committee

	Director:
	Deputy Chief Executive and Strategic Director Children, Young People and Families

	Lead Officers:
	Chief Education Officer
Head of Resources & Planning
Head of Children’s Services
Head of School Improvement

	Remit of Committee:
	· Children’s Services (including Children’s safeguarding and children’s complaints and children 18+ within the care system)
· Education Services (including Education safeguarding)
· Education Achievement Service
· Family support
· Youth Service

NB: Committee cycle will end in March 2027 owing to the local council elections




	Meeting Date
	Topic
	Purpose

	29.06.26
	· Proposed Forward Work Programme 2026/27
	Approval: To agree the Forward Work Programme for 2026/27.

	
	· Scrutiny Recommendations Tracker 
	Performance Monitoring: To provide annual progress against the recommendations made by Committee during 2025/26.

	
	· Audit Tracker Annual Progress
	Performance Monitoring: To provide annual progress against implementing external audit recommendations during 2025/26.

	
	· Youth Service and Revised Legislative Requirements
	Performance Monitoring: Members to scrutinise performance against new requirements.

	
	· Children in Wales Assurance Check 2026
	Performance Monitoring: To consider the final report and action plan.








	Meeting Date
	Topic
	Purpose

	14.07.26
	· Annual Safeguarding Performance Monitoring for Education
	Performance Monitoring: To provide safeguarding performance information and analysis from Education.


	
	· Annual Safeguarding Performance Monitoring for Children’s Services
	Performance Monitoring: To provide safeguarding performance information and analysis from Children’s Services

	08.09.26
	· Home to School and Post 16 Transport Policy

	Pre-Decision: To provide Members with the opportunity to scrutinise the draft Home to School and Post 16 Transport Policy 2026/27, prior to Cabinet approval.

	
	· Annual Report of the Director of Social Services 2025/26	
	Performance Monitoring: Members to receive the Director of Children’s Services Annual report 2025/26.	

	
	· Planning of the School Estate 

	Performance Monitoring: Members to scrutinise progress against the Sustainable Communities for Learning Programme, WESP & Community Focussed Schools projects

	20.10.26
	· Improving Schools Programme

	Performance Monitoring: To provide an update on any inspection report findings and progress within schools that are causing concern or subject to Council intervention.


	
	· Local Authority Sufficiency Plan
	Pre-Decision: To consider and challenge the Local Authority Sufficiency Plan and the approach to securing sufficient not-for-profit accommodation for children looked after.


	
	· Estyn - Local authority support for schools to manage their budgets
	Performance Monitoring: To consider the Estyn report.

	24.11.26
	· Six Monthly Corporate plan update (Children, Young People & Families)
	Performance Monitoring: To provide the Committee with six monthly progress against the Corporate Plan 2026/27

	12.01.27
	· Attendance, Exclusions and Elective Home Education

	Performance Monitoring: Members will be presented with the Duties on Local Authorities for Elective Home Education and will also receive attendance and exclusion data for consideration. 
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	Meeting Date 
	Topic
	Purpose

	23.02.27
	· Key Stage 4 Results
	Performance Monitoring: To consider the KS4 results.

	
	· School Admissions Policy for Nursery and Statutory Education 
	Pre-Decision: To consider the draft School Admissions Policy for Nursery and Statutory Education 2027/28 prior to approval by the Cabinet.

	
	· Improving Schools Programme

	Performance Monitoring: To provide Members with an update on any inspection report findings and progress within schools that are causing concern or subject to Council intervention.

	
	· Blaenau Gwent Residential Homes – Future Plans for Delivery
	Pre-Decision: To challenge future plans for in-house residential children’s care provision.
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This document is also available in Welsh.





