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	1.
	Purpose of the Report

	1.1











	The purpose of this report is to provide a detailed overview of the responses received from the statutory consultation undertaken by Education for the proposal to reduce the capacity of Abertillery Learning Community – Primary Phase, by closing the Roseheyworth Road Campus. The report provides an overview of the consultation: 

· Methodology, process; and, 
· outcome responses including key themes emerging from the responses received

A determination is sought from Cabinet in line with the proposal to proceed to Statutory Notice.
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	Scope and Background
Consultation Process and Methodology
The Welsh Government School Organisation Code – second edition (2018), dictates that proposals must be published for the following elements of school reorganisation: 

1.  the opening of a maintained school (including a special school). 
2.  the closing of a maintained school (including a special school). 
3.  to make a regulated alteration to a maintained school; and,
4.  to change the category of a maintained school. 

Therefore, the proposal to reduce the capacity at Abertillery Learning Community – Primary Phase must be subject to a formal consultation as the Council is proposing to close Roseheyworth Road Campus reducing Primary Places from its capacity of 980 to 770 pupils from September 2027. 

The consultation was initiated and conducted via a formal consultation document and accompanying online survey (Appendix 1) which is compliant with the statutory requirements set out within the aforementioned Code. The purpose of the consultation was to establish the views and opinions of consultees in relation to the proposal.

In accordance with the Welsh Government School Organisation Code, the Authority is required to publish a consultation report (at least 2 weeks prior to the publication of statutory notice) which:

· summarises the issues raised by consultees.
· responds to these by means of clarification, amendment to the proposal or rejection of the concerns, with supporting reasons.
· sets out Estyn’s response to the consultation in full; and,
· responds to Estyn’s response by means of clarification, amendment to the proposal or rejection of the concerns, with supporting reasons.

Formal consultation commenced on Monday 2nd March 2026. The process concluded on Tuesday 14th April 2026. Consultees were asked to provide their views, opinions and feedback via one or more of the following methods:

· attending a pre-arranged virtual or face to face session, to answer any questions and to be signposted to the below,
· completion of an on-line survey; and/or,
· in writing via the 21st Century Schools email address.

The Council targeted consultees, as directed by the Welsh Government School Organisation Code, (Appendix 2 for list of consultees). Electronic letters and copies of the document were distributed to:

· Abertillery Learning Community Staff
· All parents of Abertillery Learning Community pupils
· Abertillery Learning Community Governing Body via the Chair of Governors
· All other Headteachers of schools within Blaenau Gwent
· Other consultees as detailed within Appendix 2

Information regarding the consultation was shared with:

· Teaching & Non-Teaching Staff of Abertillery Learning Community
· Parents/Carers of pupils at Abertillery Learning Community
· Wider community groups

In total, 797 formal survey responses were received. This total includes 46 duplicate submissions from the same respondent(s), as identified through consultation events; these responses were consolidated and recorded as single submissions. It is also noted that no responses were received through the medium of Welsh.

The Council also received seven items of email correspondence during the consultation period. One email was excluded as it constituted a political statement submitted during the pre‑election period. As a result, six items of email correspondence were accepted and considered as part of the consultation.

In addition, there were 102 interactions via the Council’s social media consultation post during the consultation period.

Findings 
Public Engagement Overview
The Education Resources and Planning team held events with staff and the Governing Body on Tuesday 10th March 2026 at Abertillery Learning Community Secondary Campus. Wider community and parental drop-in sessions were held at the Met Theatre Abertillery on Wednesday 11th March and Tuesday 17th March. A meeting with Trade Unions was held on Wednesday 18th March 2026. In addition, a Senedd meeting was held at Abertillery Learning Community, Secondary Campus on Tuesday 17 March 2026 with children and young people.

The Leader of the Council and the Education Cabinet Member received a request from the ward members to hold a public meeting in relation to the proposal. This meeting was arranged outside of the formal consultation events and took place on Monday 16 March 2026. It was communicated at the event that any representations, comments, or expressions of concern should be submitted through the official consultation channels in order to be formally considered as part of the consultation process.

In summary, Education held five engagement sessions with key consultees, with a total of 119 participants (Appendix 3). 

Please note that Appendices 4 and 4a summarise pupils’ responses gathered during the Senedd meeting held at Abertillery Learning Community, Secondary Campus on Tuesday 17 March 2026.

Written Response Overview
The Council received six responses that could be counted in total via email, 5 of which did not support the proposal.  The other response was from Estyn. Please refer to Appendix 5 for the five redacted correspondence and Appendix 6 for the Estyn Response. 

It should also be noted that there were some Freedom of Information requests submitted, these were dealt with via our data protection team.

Response Summary
The Council received 751 survey responses to report on (797 total minus 46 duplicate submissions from the same respondent(s), an overview of which can be found in Appendix 7). The data below provides an overview of the level of support for the proposal:

· Fully support the proposal                         -  33 (4%)
· Partially support the proposal                    -  14 (2%)
· Do not support the proposal                      -  704 (94%)

All but 10 of the respondents provided additional comments on the proposal.

The breakdown of respondents who supported, partially supported or did not support, or provided no comments, along with their respective consultee categories, is detailed below. Number of respondents 751:

· 13 Teachers: 12 do not support the proposal, 1 Partially supports the proposal and 0 support the proposal.
· 7 Governors: 4 do not support the proposal, 0 partially support the proposal and 3 support the proposal.
· 255 Parents: 247 do not support the proposal, 3 partially support the proposal and 5 support the proposal.
· 284 Local residents: 271 do not support the proposal, 2 partially support the proposal and 11 support the proposal.
· 18 Non-teaching staff: 18 do not support the proposal. 
· 134 Other: 122 do not support the proposal, 2 partially support the proposal and 10 support the proposal. 
· 40 Pupils: 30 do not support the proposal, 6 partially support the proposal and 4 support the proposal.

Summary:
· Teacher and non-teaching staff engagement is proportionately lower than expected.
· Pupil survey completion was lower than expected, however pupils were engaged through the schools’ Senedd meeting, enabling the members of the Senedd to share their views and the views of their peers through direct discussion.
· Levels of engagement from local residents, parents and respondents categorised as “other” were higher than expected; this may be attributed to increased local awareness‑raising activity. This included the display of consultation posters within the community and the distribution and collection of paper questionnaires, which were submitted as part of the formal consultation.

Social Media Engagement
The Corporate Communication team collated all social media interactions, a summary of which is detailed below (for more information please refer to Appendix 8):

2 Council posts (outbound) were made via Facebook & Instagram, an assessment of which is below:

Monday 2nd March 2026 Consultation went live 17 reactions, 59 comments, 50 shares 
Monday 13th April 2026 Retweeted and shared 21 reactions, 43 comments, 16 shares



Thematic Analysis - Adult
The Education Resources and Planning team used thematic analysis to review consultees’ comments. This approach, widely used in qualitative research, helps identify recurring patterns and themes. These findings highlight the potential impact of the proposal and will help Cabinet decide how to proceed. 

To reduce the risk of misinterpretation, all responses are presented in full (Appendices 5, 6 and 7). Comments are separated by those who support and do not support the proposal (Appendix 7), and all comments are included in the overall analysis (Appendix 9). 

Overall there are 9 main themes that emerged in opposition to the proposal:

1. Educational impact and class sizes 
2. Travel distance and attendance 
3. Traffic, parking and road safety 
4. Concerns for Additional Learning Needs (ALN) pupils
5. Community impact and deprivation
6. Safe routes to school
7. Financial case and leadership structure
8. Consultation process 
9. Early years, nursery and childcare provision
The Councils’ responses are captured in Appendix 9.

Overall, there are 6 main themes that emerged in support of the proposal:

1. Long‑term sustainability and viability of the Learning Community
2. Financial sustainability and deficit reduction
3. Evidence‑led and responsible decision‑making
4. More effective use and concentration of resources
5. Protection and improvement of educational quality and standards
6. Confidence in the Local Authority’s planning and transition arrangements

Overall, the feedback reflects strong stakeholder interest and highlights a range of educational, operational and community views for the Council to consider.

In recent years, school organisation consultations have tended to receive a higher proportion of negative responses than positive ones, reflecting the strength of local interest.

Children & Young People’s (CYP) responses
Abertillery Learning Community Senedd were engaged in the consultation. Appendix 4 sets out the questions asked and answered by officers at the meeting, and Appendix 4a summarises views gathered through school engagement. Pupil survey responses (Appendix 10) are recorded and analysed separately from adult comments, with the pupil voice thematic analysis provided in Appendix 11. The Children and Young People’s version was sent to all Senedd members to share with pupils and via the participation offer for the Youth Forum.

Thematic Analysis – Children and Young People
In total, 196 children provided their view on the proposal. 40 commented via the survey, 156 provided their view through school engagement sessions (87 from Roseheyworth, 46 from Six bells, 23 from Tillery Street).
The data below provides an overview of the level of support from the 196 children responding to the proposal:

·       Do not support the proposal                        - 147  (75%)
·       Partially support the proposal                      -  6     (3%)
·       Support the proposal                                   -  43   (22%)

6 Main Themes from the Thematic Analysis (Children and Young People)

1.     Emotional Attachment and School as a Safe Place
2.     Friendship Groups and Fear of Separation
3.     Anxiety, Emotional Wellbeing and SEND‑Related Concerns
4.     Staff Relationships and Continuity of Care
5.     Impact on Learning, Class Sizes and Support
6.     Travel, Accessibility and Ability to Walk to School
 
Overall, the responses reinforce the need to give consideration to the potential emotional and wellbeing impacts of structural change on children and young people, particularly those who are younger or more vulnerable. 

Trade Unions
A meeting with the Trade Unions was held during the consultation period. From a trade union perspective, the unions acknowledged the significant challenges facing the Local Authority due to falling pupil numbers and the resulting financial pressures on education provision.

Having considered the proposals in full, the unions recognised the proposal as a proportionate and necessary response to current circumstances. They also acknowledged the Authority’s difficult position and the need to address current deficits to avoid more substantial job losses in the future. The unions welcomed the clear commitment to keep compulsory redundancies to a minimum, if required at all, and noted positively that opportunities for natural staff turnover, redeployment and cross‑matching posts remain a strong feature of the Authority’s approach.

Reassurance that the site will continue to be used for educational purposes was also viewed positively. The unions emphasised the importance of protecting the lowest‑paid staff, while also expressing sympathy with the concerns of parents and pupils affected by the proposals.



ESTYN Response
A formal Estyn response was received during the consultation period. The full response is provided in Appendix 6, the Council’s response to Estyn is included at Appendix 6a. 

Estyn has considered the educational aspects of the proposal and provided feedback (points 3.7.1–3.7.4). Key points include:
· The proposal to reduce capacity by closing Roseheyworth Road Campus and moving pupils to Six Bells and Tillery Street is likely to at least maintain standards of education provision and pupil outcomes.
· The local authority has provided a clear rationale for the proposal, with detailed aims and a timetable for the statutory process.
· Associated benefits and disadvantages are set out clearly.
· Suitable alternatives have been considered; reasons for discounting them are provided and appear reasonable and equitable.
· Associated risks are identified and considered appropriately, including the impact on learner travel and a pledge to continue free transport to the nearest suitable school in line with existing policy.
· The preferred option would reduce surplus places appropriately.
· The proposal takes sufficient account of Welsh-medium provision and states it will not affect the availability of Welsh-medium school places (considered reasonable).
· Financial considerations are set out, noting a significant projected deficit for 2025/26 and that, without action, the deficit is expected to increase significantly over five years, creating an unsustainable position (considered reasonable based on the figures provided).
· Educational aspects are considered appropriately, with sufficient commentary on expected impacts on pupil outcomes, wellbeing and attitudes to learning, teaching and learning experiences, care, support and guidance, and leadership and management.
· Estyn notes the authority’s view that moving from three campuses to two would allow more efficient use of resources through professional collaboration and practitioner-to-practitioner working (considered reasonable).
· While the proposal links to the most recent Estyn inspection report and includes relevant text, Estyn notes that the school’s statutory follow-up status does not appear to have been highlighted.
· The proposal states it will not negatively affect provision for pupils with Additional Learning Needs (ALN); this appears reasonable.

The Local Authority School Improvement Service (LASIS) Response
· LASIS supports the proposal to reduce the primary school’s capacity (Abertillery Learning Community – Primary Phase) from 980 to 770.
· LASIS considers the proposal supports Blaenau Gwent’s Vision for Education.
· LASIS considers the proposal is consistent with Blaenau Gwent’s investment objectives and the Sustainable Communities for Learning Programme priorities (SCfL).
· LASIS notes the proposal aligns with Welsh Government guidance on the use of surplus school accommodation.
· LASIS considers the risks and mitigations have been addressed appropriately within the proposal.
· In conclusion, LASIS agrees that, if accepted, the proposal would support financial sustainability, improve education quality, and secure the long-term viability of the Abertillery Learning Community.

Conclusion of Consultation Findings
The consultation provided the Local Authority with extensive qualitative and quantitative feedback from parents/carers, pupils, staff, governors and the wider community. As the proposer, the Council has reviewed the proposal again against the original reasons for change: declining pupil numbers, sustained surplus capacity, financial sustainability pressures, and the need to maintain a suitable standard of education provision. This review has been informed by consultation responses, supporting evidence and further analysis carried out during the consultation period.

As part of the consultation process a range of alternative options have been suggested in addition to those already considered, including:
· Reducing the size or capacity of the physical size of three primary‑phase buildings; this was not assessed as feasible due to the prescriptive Welsh Government methodology for calculating school capacity and the practical inability to partially demolish or reconfigure the buildings, in addition no savings would be generated to address financial sustainability issues.
· Utilising the three campuses as lower, middle and upper phases including early years and post 16 of education; this was not considered feasible as it would introduce a non‑standard model, resulting in all pupils moving campuses and would increase costs overall.
· Redistributing pupils across the campuses to achieve a more equitable balance of pupil numbers; this was discounted as it would fail to address the underlying issues of substantial surplus capacity and long‑term financial sustainability.

These alternatives were not assessed as effectively addressing the underlying challenges identified, in particular ongoing surplus capacity and increasing financial risk. As such, they were considered likely to defer rather than resolve these issues, potentially leading to more disruptive interventions in the future. 

Therefore, it has been concluded that no reasonable or deliverable alternatives have emerged through the consultation process that would achieve the objectives of the proposal.

As expected, the consultation shows significant opposition, particularly from parents, local residents and school‑based staff. The Council acknowledges the strength of feeling and, if the proposal is accepted, the issues raised will inform mitigation measures, including detailed transition planning, workforce support arrangements, application of the Council’s transport policy, and traffic management planning. These matters have also been reviewed alongside professional advice and statutory considerations, and with statutory consultees (Trade Unions, Estyn and the Local Authority School Improvement Service). They have provided assurance that the proposal would at least maintain educational standards, improve education quality, support long‑term financial sustainability and align with the Council’s Vision for Education.

Having considered the consultation responses in full, and the assessment of reasonable alternatives, the Council concludes that the proposal as consulted upon is the most appropriate, proportionate and feasible option. 

It will address surplus capacity and financial sustainability risks within the Abertillery Learning Community, while continuing to meet statutory education duties and protect investment in teaching, learning and learner wellbeing. Proceeding to the next stage of the proposal is therefore justified and recommended.

Cabinet is asked to consider the consultation feedback in its entirety and agree to proceed to the publication of a Statutory Notice, at which point consultees will have the opportunity to submit a formal written objection in accordance with the School Organisation Code.


	4.0
	Options for Recommendation 

	
	There are 2 options associated with the consultation, as follows:
· Option 1 – Cabinet considers and accepts the out-turn report, associated documents and course of action, including proceeding to Statutory Notice.
· Option 2 – Cabinet considers the out-turn report, does not proceed to Statutory Notice, and identifies alternative options to address the identified risk including financial deficit.


	5.0










	Evidence of how this topic supports the achievement of the Corporate Plan / Statutory Responsibilities / Blaenau Gwent Well-being Plan
In accordance with the Welsh Government School Organisation Code (2018), Local Authorities have a statutory duty to consult on and publish proposals for school reorganisation. Education is a strategic priority within the Council’s Corporate Plan, supporting the objective to maximise learning and skills for all in order to create a prosperous, thriving and resilient Blaenau Gwent.

The proposal also supports the Directorate’s vision of empowering communities to be ambitious, ethically informed, lifelong learners who lead full and healthy lives. In doing so, it reflects the Marmot Principles by addressing the social determinants of health through education, recognising that high‑quality, accessible education is a key driver in reducing health inequalities and in giving every child the best start in life.
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6.1.4
	Implications Against Options
Financial Implications
Budget
In February 2025, in addition to funding pay increases, the Council approved an additional  an increase to the Individual Schools Budget (ISB) of £2.44m for both 2025/2026 and 2026/2027 to provide further financial support to schools, enabling them to manage cost pressures and rebalance budgets.  School deficits are forecast to increase by around £3m to £4.3m by March 2026 despite the additional funding approved by the Council.  

Schools are finding it increasingly challenging balancing their budgets due to:
· Declining pupil numbers, resulting in surplus places in some settings
          and reducing pupil led funding
· Growing demand for additional learning needs 
· Rising operational costs

As part of the budget considerations to support schools in achieving financial stability and mitigate the deficit balances, there is a need to review the school estate for opportunities to:
· Reduce the school estate where surplus capacity exists
· Federate schools to share leadership, resources and administrative functions
· Reduce the number of buildings to lower maintenance and operational costs

This proposal forms part of this process.

Abertillery Learning Community is funded in line with Blaenau Gwent Council’s Fair Funding policy. Like all other schools in the area, its funding is determined by pupil numbers and the size of the school premises.

Revenue Costs: For the 2025/26 financial year, the annual budget for Abertillery Learning Community is £11.1 million, with a projected deficit of £898,000. If no action is taken, this deficit is expected to increase to £1.7m by 31st March 2027 and increase significantly to approximately £4m by 2029/30.

This proposal will support the school in moving closer to achieving an in‑year balanced budget by delivering annual cost reductions of approximately £670,000. Over five years, these savings are expected to total around £2.2 million, significantly reducing the deficit referred to above.

Capital Costs
There are minimal capital costs associated with this proposal. Minor works will be required across the remaining two campuses to enable accommodation of additional learners. These works are estimated to cost approximately £100,000 and would be financed from existing maintenance budgets.


Home to School Transport Costs 
An analysis of the proposal’s home-to-school transport impact indicates that only a small number of pupils are likely to qualify for transport, resulting in an estimated additional annual cost of £30,000. Eligibility will continue to be assessed under the Council’s Home to School Transport Policy, underpinned by Welsh Government guidance on minimum statutory entitlements (age and distance). The Local Authority can also apply discretionary transport support for vulnerable families, on a case-by-case basis.


	6.2
	Risk including Mitigating Actions
If the proposal is not taken forward, there will be sustainability issues for Abertillery learning Community; surplus capacity of this scale makes the school financially unsustainable, diverting resources away from learner support. By closing one campus, the risk is significantly reduced and will become more manageable for the School and Council.  

Overall, while the consultation process has identified clear risks, if the proposal is progressed these will be managed through the development of mitigation measures, including detailed transition planning, workforce support arrangements, application of the Council’s transport policy and traffic management planning. 


	6.3
	Legal
The consultation proposal has been developed and progressed in accordance with the Welsh Government School Organisation Code (2018), which places a statutory duty on Local Authorities to consult on and publish proposals relating to school organisation. 


	6.4
	Human Resources 
The Local Authority is committed to managing any staffing implications arising from this proposal in a fair, transparent and sensitive manner, supported by full involvement from Human Resources. HR colleagues will work closely with school leadership to ensure that all staff are supported through established consultation processes, with clear communication, access to professional advice and appropriate wellbeing support throughout. 


	6.5
	Health and Safety
Existing health and safety arrangements at the receiving campuses are considered appropriate to accommodate pupils within current regulatory requirements. Routine health and safety inspections and risk assessments will continue to be undertaken in line with established Council and school procedures. Where changes to site usage or pupil numbers occur, appropriate reviews will be carried out to ensure that safe environments are maintained for learners, staff and visitors.





	7.0
	Supporting Evidence

	7.1
	Performance Information and Data 
Please refer to the Consultation document (Appendix 1) relating to the proposal. 


	7.2
	Expected outcome for the public
The public can expect a fair and equitable consultation process, which is compliant with the Welsh Government School Organisation Code (Version 2 2018). If approved, the expected outcome for the public is a more sustainable and financially viable education provision at Abertillery Learning Community, aligned with current and projected pupil numbers.   


	7.3
	Involvement (consultation, engagement, participation)
Engagement and participation have been central to the development of this proposal and the consultation has been undertaken in line with the Welsh Government School Organisation Code (2018), as outlined in this report. 


	7.4
	Thinking for the Long term (forward planning) 
By reducing surplus places and consolidating provision, the Local Authority aims to improve financial resilience, enable more strategic investment in teaching and learning.

	7.5
	Preventative focus 
By consulting on and planning changes now, the Local Authority seeks to prevent further deterioration of financial sustainability and educational standards. 

	
7.6
	
Collaboration / partnership working
The development of the consultation proposal has been informed through collaborative working across a range of internal and external partners. This has included joint engagement with school leadership teams, governing bodies and education staff. 

	
7.7
	
Integration (across service areas)
The consultation proposal has been developed through a coordinated, cross‑service approach to ensure that educational, financial and wellbeing considerations are integrated at every stage. This has included collaborative working between Education, Inclusion, Finance, Human Resources, Neighbourhood Services, Legal and Corporate teams. 

	
7.8
	
Decarbonisation and Reducing Carbon Emissions
The consultation proposal supports the environmental objectives of the Well‑being of Future Generations (Wales) Act (2015) and aligns with the Council’s wider climate and decarbonisation ambitions by promoting more efficient use of the education estate and reducing avoidable travel. 

In addition, rationalising surplus accommodation reduces the energy demand associated with under‑utilised buildings, supporting a more sustainable estate. 



	7.9
	Integrated Impact Assessment (IIA) 
An IIA has been prepared and updated as part of the consultation process. Any updated version is published on the website at various points during the consultation process.


	8.
	Monitoring Arrangements 

	8.1
	The proposal will be subject to ongoing monitoring through established Council governance and monitoring arrangements. 
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Formal Consultation Document;

To reduce the capacity of the primary school, which is part of the
Abertillery Learning Community, from 980 to 770, to reduce the
physical capacity of Abertillery learning Community by closing
Roseheyworth Road Campus and to move pupils to the remaining
campuses (Six Bells Campus and Tillery Street Campus) with phased
implementation commencing from September 2026 and with full
implementation by September 2027.

Consultation period:
Commencing on: Monday 2nd March 2026
Concluding on: Tuesday 14th April 2026

This consultation document complies with
Welsh Governments, School Organisation

Code 2018 (V2) guidance
(9 c'prrmemwmutwuhm‘ % mﬁ%

This document is also available in Welsh
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What is this booklet about?

This booklet has been prepared for parents/carers, school staff, school governors and the wider
community of Blaenau Gwent. The booklet provides an overview of the consultation process
associated with the Council’s proposal to reduce the primary capacity in the Abertillery Learning
Community. It will be of particular interest to parents/carers whose children are attending or
looking to attend the current Abertillery Learning Community Primary and Secondary Campuses.

If you would like this information in any other format, please contact the Education Resources
and Planning Team either via email or telephone, as follows:
e Email us: 21stcenturyschools@blaenau-gwent.qov.uk or,

e Call us on: (01495) 311556
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Glossary of Terms - Please note the following terms used throughout this document:

All Through School

Where children can start aged three or four and stay all the way to 16
years of age investing in one seamless educational journey. This may
be on several sites or one site

Additional Learning
Needs (ALN)

A learner has ALN if he/she has a learning difficulty or disability which
calls for additional learning provision (ALP).

Council or Local

An organisation that is officially responsible for all the public services

Authority (LA) and facilities in a particular area.
Local Development Sets out each local planning authority's proposals for future
Plan (LDP) development and use of land in their area.

Numbers on Roll

The number of pupils at a school (not including nursery pupils).

Pupil Level Annual
School Census
(PLASC)

PLASC is an electronic collection of pupil and school level data provided
by all maintained sector primary, middle, secondary, nursery and special
schools in January each year (more information can be found on the
Welsh Government website).

Resource Base RB

A small class in a mainstream school for pupils with significant ALN. Not
all pupils attending an RB will have a statement of ALN. Pupils are
taught by specialist teachers and learning support assistants.
Sometimes RB pupils also have opportunities to attend mainstream
classes.

Statutory Notice

A statutory notice is the formal publication of a finalised proposal. This
will only be undertaken if a decision is made by the Council’'s Executive
Committee to proceed with a proposal, following consideration of all
responses from the consultation process. This is a legal requirement as
outlined in the School Organisation Code (2018).

Statutory School Age
(SSA)

A Child who is over the age of 5 and under the age of 16 that is eligible
to attend school

2|Consultation document:

Proposal to reduce the capacity of Abertillery Learning Community — primary campuses






Table of Contents
Section 1: Introduction

Section 2: Consultation Process
e Who are we consulting with?
e Consultation Overview
e Consultation with Children & Young People

Section 3: The Proposal
¢ Investment Objectives

e Rationale and Background Information - Why change is necessary

e Demand for Places

e Early Years and Nursery Provision

e Additional Learning Needs Provision

e Long list of Options Considered

e Short list of Options

¢ Risk and Mitigation

¢ Benefits of Proposal

e Expected Benefits and Advantages (when compared with the status quo — do
nothing)

e Disadvantages

¢ Attainment and Attendance data
e Governance model

e Learner travel arrangements

Section 4: Consultation Outcome and Next Steps
Consultation Report

Statutory Notice

Determination of Proposal

Decision Notification

The Statutory Process Timeline

Section 5: Details of Affected Schools
e Pupil places and projections data

Section 6: Other Considerations
e Finance

e Revenue Costs

e Capital Costs

e Capital Receipts

e Home to School Transport Costs

e Admission Arrangements

e Impact of the proposal on the Welsh Language

e Equality Impact Assessment

¢ Community & Welsh Language Impact Assessments

e United Nations Conventions for the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

7-8

9-11
11
12
12
13

13-14
14
15

15-16
16-17
17
17

17
17
17-18
18
18
18

18

19-20
20
20
20
20
21
21
21
22
22
22

3|Consultation document: Proposaltoreduce the capacity of Abertillery Learning Community — primary campuses





e Engagement of Children & Young People in this Consultation 22
e Housing developments
e Human Resource 22

e Partnerships 23
Section 7: Present Arrangements 24
e Estyn 24
e Quality and Standards in Education 24
o Teaching and Learning 24
o Care Support and Guidance 24-25
o Wellbeing and attitudes to learning 25
o Leading and Improving 25
o Recommendations for improvement 26
e Impact of the Proposal
Section 8: Overview of the Proposal 27
e Admission no and arrangements and no. of nursery places 27
e Age range 27
e Pupil places 27
e Capacity 27
e Location g;
e Category school and language 27
e Schedule of accommodation 27
e Transport Arrangements and Policy 27
o Cost per Pupil 27
e Estyn inspection 27
e Building Condition and Categorisation 27
e Building Suitability 27
e School Catchment Area 27
e Transition arrangements 27
e Frequently asked questions gg
Section 9: Consultation Pro-forma 29
Appendix 1: Distribution List for the Consultation Document 30
Appendix 2: Community Impact Assessment 31-33

4|Consultation document: Proposaltoreduce the capacity of Abertillery Learning Community — primary campuses





Section 1: Introduction

Blaenau Gwent Education directorate established the Abertillery Learning Community in
September 2016. The learning community comprises three primary campuses located on
Roseheyworth Road, Six Bells Road and Tillery Street along with one secondary campus on Alma
Street: together forming an All Through School.

It has been nearly 9 years since implementation. Over the last few years there has been a decline
in birth rates across the county borough resulting in surplus places.

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council (“the Council”) reviews the capacity of its schools on an
annual basis. As such, the Council is responding to the high level of capacity places at Abertillery
Learning Community Primary campuses.

Abertillery Learning Community caters for pupils (aged between 3-16 years) over 4 campuses.
The school operates from:

Alma Street Secondary Campus (Years 7 to 11)
Roseheyworth Road Campus (Nursery to year 6)
Six Bells Campus (Nursery to year 6) and

Tillery Street Primary Campus (Nursery to year 6)

The All Through School also provides Local Authority Resource Base provision, with primary
provision located on the Six Bells campus and secondary provision located on the Alma Street
campus.

In addition, the Roseheyworth Road campus hosts an external childcare provider.

The school mission is: Raise Aspirations — Realising Potential — Securing Futures

Pupils are taught over 4 campuses. The organisation of classes on each campus is dependent
on pupil numbers and includes mixed age classes. Facilities for secondary pupils include purpose-
built classrooms, a resource base and wellbeing areas along with shared use of the Aneurin

Leisure Sports Centre facilities including sports hall, gym, 3G pitch and swimming pool.

There is also an alternative off site provision for a small number of Key Stage 4 learners educated
outside of mainstream classes.

Primary-aged pupils also have access to the sports centre and swimming pool as well as campus-

based facilities. These include external play areas as well as internal spaces such as classrooms,
along with teaching corridors, dining halls, wellbeing areas and a resource base.
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Section 2: Consultation Process

Prior to any decision being made on this proposal to reduce primary capacity in the Abertillery
Learning Community, the Council is required to undertake formal statutory consultation with all
interested and affected parties. This is necessary due to the fact that if the proposal is
implemented, this will result in a reduction in the capacity of the primary phase at Abertillery
learning Community, the closure of one primary phase campus and the transfer of pupils from
that campus to one of the two remaining primary phases campuses. This section provides an
overview of the consultation process.

This consultation will provide consultees with the opportunity to learn more about, understand and
express their views on the Council’s proposal. Feedback from the consultation will inform the final
decision as to how the proposal is taken forward. The feedback and comments captured
throughout the consultation process will be collated, analysed and reported via the Council’s
political processes. The Council’s Cabinet will then make the final decision based on the outcome
of and feedback associated with the consultation.

Who are we Consulting with?

This Consultation Document will be distributed, in accordance with the Welsh Government’s
School Organisation Code Version 2 (November 2018). Appendix 1 details the full list of
consultees who will have opportunity to share their views during the statutory consultation period.

Consultation Overview

The consultation period for this proposal will commence on Monday 2" March 2026, concluding
on Tuesday 14t April 2026. Consultees can submit their views on the proposal; however, it
should be noted that responses received during this period will not be counted as objections to
the proposal. Objections can only be registered following publication of the notice. Should the
proposal proceed, and consultees wish to make page18.

The Council would like you to consider the information set out in this document and provide your
views on the proposal. If you have any questions or queries on the information contained within
this document, or you wish to suggest alternatives to the proposal, please contact us either by
using the email address below, or by calling us on (01495) 311556.

@ 21stcenturyschools@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk

You can provide your views on the proposal using the Consultation
Wa\k Questionnaire in Section 9. You are also welcome to complete the online
} survey using the following link - https://online1.snapsurveys.com/n94ji6

\“\l R

You may also provide you comments through the post to: Education
Directorate, The General Office, Steelwork Road, Ebbw Vale, NP23 6DN

All consultation responses should be received by 5pm on Tuesday 14t April 2026, at the latest.
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The Education Resources and Planning Team has planned virtual meetings with Trade Union
and drop-in sessions below for all affected School Governing Bodies, staff, pupils, parents and
the wider community throughout the consultation period. At all of the below events in Table 1,
Council officers will be available to answer any questions that you may have.

Table 1 -Drop in Sessions

Location Date Time(s) Session aimed at:

ALC — Secondary Campus Tuesday 10" 3:30pm - 4:30pm | Staff

Alma Street Abertillery NP13 1YL March 2026

ALC — Secondary Campus Tuesday 10" 5:00pm - 6:00pm | Governing Body

Alma Street Abertillery NP13 1YL | March 2026

The Metropole, Abertillery Wednesday 5:00pm - 6:30pm | Parents and

NP13 1LA 11t March 2026 Wider
Community

The Metropole, Abertillery Tuesday 17" 3:00pm - 6:30pm | Parents and

NP13 1LA March 2026 Wider
Community

Virtual Teams meeting Wednesday 1:00pm - 2:00pm | Trade Union

18t March 2026 Representatives

Consultation with Children and Young People

There will be an opportunity for the pupils of Abertillery Learning Community, along with other
children and young people who are likely to attend the school, to participate in the consultation
process. All information gathered from the consultation process will form part of the consultation
out-turn report.

Location Date Time(s) Session aimed at:
ALC — Secondary Campus Tuesday 17" | 10:00am - 11:00am | School Council
Alma Street Abertillery NP13 1YL March 2026 Meeting

Where possible the team will engage with the Youth Forum and Blaenau Gwent’s Children’s
Grand Council should their scheduled meetings fall within the consultation period.

Section 3: The Proposal

This consultation proposes reducing the overall capacity of primary places within Abertillery
Learning Community from 980 to 770—a reduction of 210 places (21% )—through the closure of
one primary campus. The preferred option is the closure of the Roseheyworth Road Campus,
which has the lowest number of statutory-age pupils on roll (119) and the highest levels of backlog
maintenance due to the age and condition of the building. All pupils currently attending the
Roseheyworth Road Campus can be accommodated at the remaining primary campus sites.

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council will support the Abertillery Learning Community senior
leadership team to ensure continued high-quality primary learning opportunities across the
school. The Council remains committed to working collaboratively with the school to develop a
long-term plan that supports sustained growth, development, and improved outcomes.

7|Consultation document: Proposaltoreduce the capacity of Abertillery Learning Community — primary campuses





Therefore, this proposal will be delivered as follows:

To reduce the capacity of the primary school, which is part of the Abertillery Learning
Community, from 980 to 770, to reduce the physical capacity of Abertillery learning
Community by closing Roseheyworth Road Campus and to move pupils to the
remaining campuses (Six Bells Campus and Tillery Street Campus) with phased
implementation commencing from September 2026 and with full implementation by
September 2027.

The proposal would support the Blaenau Gwent’s Vision for Education as follows:

‘Empowering our communities to be ambitious, ethically informed, life-long
learners who lead full and healthy lives.

The proposal is in keeping with Blaenau Gwent's investment objectives and the Sustainable
Communities for Learning Programme Priorities (SCfL) which are:

Investment Objectives

Investment Objective 1: to raise standards and achievement in line with localised targets
at Foundation Phase, KS2, KS3 and KS4; and secure improved transition into post 16
learning - The programme would allow for improved education and engagement facilities for
pupils and parents alike, which will impact positively upon learning across the board.
Investment Objective 2: to create a sustainable model for the school estate, along with the
condition and suitability of buildings — The programme would decrease backlog maintenance
costs and improve keys areas of the school estate, and consequently, create a more
sustainable school estate.

Investment Objective 3: to establish effective management and provision of school places,
by having the right schools of the right size in the right place — the programme would create
schools that are better suited to the needs of current and the projected pupil population
along with their families; this will ensure that the facilities are able to meet local and regional
need.

Investment Objective 4: to implement the Sustainable Communities for Learning
Programme in line with local, regional and national school organisation policy; — the
programme would support the implementation of key strategic and policy developments,
including the Community Focussed Schools agenda and the Welsh In Education Strategic
Plan.

Investment Objective 5: meeting the needs of vulnerable learners — the programme would
address current and predicted needs in terms of the provision for pupils with ALN from both
a learning and recreational/play perspective Additionally, the programme would assist
engagement with parents and pupils who require additional on-going support in order to
ensure consistent attendance and improved standards of learning and attainment.
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Rationale and Background Information - Why Change is Necessary

Abertillery Learning Community caters for learners across the 3-16 age range and was set up
under school reorganisation in September 2016. There is one Governing body whose remit cover
all the school’s sites. The senior leadership team consists of one Headteacher, two Deputy
Headteachers and four Heads of School.

Since its inception in September 2016, the school has had a capacity for 750 learners in
secondary and 840 statutory school aged learners in primary. In September 2019, the capacity
of primary phase rose to 980 as a result of the closure of the Queen Street and Bryngwyn
Campuses in creating the newly built Six Bells Road Campus. However, over the last 7 years
birth rates have fallen significantly across the County Borough. With the current drop in pupil
population in the Abertillery area, it has created surplus capacity in the primary campuses which
has resulted in the need to reduce the capacity of the primary phase.

Welsh Government guidance for current practice on the use of surplus school accommodation
(Oct 2014) recommended that Councils should aim to retain no more than 10% surplus places. If
the figure is less than 7% there may be concerns around sufficiency of places. If the figure is more
than 15% higher, teaching accommodation will be taken out of the school building capacity to suit
the needs of the school.

The Council is projecting a continued downward trend in terms of demand/pupil numbers going
forward for places in the Abertillery Learning Community primary phase. The school continues to
have surplus places and therefore needs to consider options to reduce the need for 3 primary
campuses as all primary pupils can be placed over 2 sites. Having 3 primary campuses when
there are surplus places also creates additional financial pressure on the school.

The Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council seeks to address the aforementioned issues by
reducing the capacity of Abertillery Learning Community Primary Phase to a level which is
appropriate for the demand for places.

Demand for Places

Abertillery Learning Community is situated within the Ebbw Fach Valley. Demand for places is
decreasing. This might be due to a number of factors such as decline in birth rates and parental
choice. In September 2017, the newly established Abertillery Learning Community school
population in primary phase was 875, and 613 in Secondary campus.

9|Consultation document: Proposaltoreduce the capacity of Abertillery Learning Community — primary campuses





Figure 1 — provides both historic and predictive information relating to placement trends and
anticipated future placement requirements at the school. Abertillery Learning Community Pupil
Placement last 5 years Primary and Secondary Trend (based on numbers on roll data.)

Abertillery Capacity and Numbers on Roll

3-16 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26

Learning

Community | 52| 2= | 52| 2= | 52| 2= | 52 | 2= |52 | 2= |52 | 2=

V185|232 |85 82|25 22|25 |22 85|28 2% 22

S| E5 |88 55|55 55 58 E5 5% E5 |58 ES
U)O ZO U)O ZO U)O ZO (/)O ZO U)O ZO (/)O ZO

Primary 980 | 637 | 980 | 747 | 980 | 702 | 980 | 685 | 980 | 672 | 980 | 615

Secondary | 750 | 654 | 750 | 705 | 750 | 699 | 750 | 720 | 750 | 702 | 750 | 722

The learning community has operated within its capacity limit for the last 5 years. However, in
2025/26 it can be seen that at the primary campuses there were around 365 (37.2 %) surplus
places. (i.e. 615 pupils on the roll compared to its capacity of 980 pupils).

Figure 2 — Abertillery Learning Community Pupil Projections for Primary and Secondary

places over the next 6 years.

Abertillery 3-16 Learning

Prediction based on five-year Trend based on numbers

Community on roll

2026/27 | 2027/28 | 2028/29 | 2029/30 | 2030/31 | 2031/32
Primary campuses 725 691 661 667 628 620
Secondary campus 714 |679 |670 |688 | 664 |652

The above table shows further decline of pupil numbers, creating additional surplus places for
primary campuses and for secondary campus figures.

Figure 3 — Abertillery Learning Community — Campus capacity, Statutory School Age
numbers on Roll Reception, Year 1 through to year 11 (Based on September PLASC)

Abertillery Capacity and Numbers on Roll
3-16 Learning | 2020/21 | 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26
Community
22|85 |2% 65|35 8538|835 |28 |85 |25 553
O O O O O O
ES|EC|ES | EC|ES|EC | ES|EC ER |EC | E8 £C
88312588/ 26(88[26|88|25 88|25 |88 |25
Roseheyworth | 210 | 174 | 210 [ 144 | 210|164 | 210 [ 154 | 210 | 151 | 210 | 127
Road Campus
Six Bells 350 | 272 | 350 [ 233 | 350 | 271 | 350 | 248 | 350 | 251 | 350 | 232
Campus
Tillery Street | 420 | 398 | 420 [ 322 | 420 | 369 | 420 | 387 | 420 | 366 | 420 | 340
Campus
Total | 980 | 637 | 980 | 747 | 980 | 804 [ 980 |[789 | 980 |768 |980 | 660
Secondary 750 | 699 | 750 | 699 | 750 | 728 | 750 |763 | 750 |744 | 750 |717
Campus Total
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Figure 4 Abertillery 3-16 Learning Community Primary Numbers in year group for 2025/26
(based on September 2025 pupil count figures)

Pupils by NCY Group R|Yr1 | Yr2|Yr3|Yrd | Yr5|Yr6 | SSA
ALC - Roseheyworth Road Campus 9 | 27 21 23 19 17 11 | 127
ALC - Six Bells Campus 35| 30 27 | 41 35 | 29 | 35 | 232
ALC - Tillery Street Campus 40| 35 49 58 45 54 59 | 340

The projection for pupil numbers in relation to Abertillery Learning Community is reducing based
on the Council’'s assessment of historic data and associated trends. The Education Resources
and Planning Team have considered the number of admission requests over the last six academic
years and it is anticipated that the number of admissions will reduce due to falling birth rates.

Figure 5 Number in Nursery Class (Pupil Count 2025)

Abertillery Learning Community 2020 | 2021 |[2022 |2023 |2024 |2025
Roseheyworth Road Campus 26 27 21 26 9 25
Six Bells Campus 38 65 26 30 37 36
Tillery Street Campus 76 78 47 36 40 41
Total | 140 170 |94 92 86 102

Figure 6 Number in Reception Class (Pupil Count 2025)

Abertillery Learning Community 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 |2024 |2025
Roseheyworth Road Campus 19 18 18 21 26 9
Six Bells Campus 25 37 37 27 30 35
Tillery Street Campus 59 43 44 51 35 40
Total | 104 106 99 99 91 84

Blaenau Gwent Council is aware that there is a lower birth rate across the country and in areas
of the County Borough which informs the number of schools and pupil numbers accessing
education. Neighbouring Authorities have also undertaken School Organisation proposals leading
to consultations upon school closure and reduction in numbers of places. If Blaenau Gwent
Council does not address surplus places in any of its schools estate including Abertillery Learning
Community Primary Phase, it may result in higher revenue costs associated with running a
number of separate provisions. This in turn results in poor value for money which can impact on
teaching and learning.

Early Years and Nursery Provision

Abertillery Learning Community’s Roseheyworth Road campus hosts a private childcare facility
base operated by MiniMe’s. There are no plans for the Council to establish an alternative facility
to facilitate pre-school provision. All primary campuses offer part-time Nursery places.

Therefore, by closing this Campus it is anticipated that there will be a direct impact upon this
private childcare provision. However, the Education directorate will support the provision and
school to secure alternative accommodation.
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Additional Learning Needs Provision
The proposal to reduce the capacity via the preferred option: (the closure of Roseheyworth Road
Primary Campus in Abertillery Learning Community) will have no effect on the resource bases in
the wider Learning Community. The same amount of ALN provision will be available in campuses
and will not be affected by this proposal.

Options Considered

A detailed option appraisal was undertaken in order to explore ways to reduce the capacity of
primary places at Abertillery Learning Community. Factors such as location, site and type of
provision were considered.

The long list of options detailed within Figure 7 below, were later re-evaluated and a short-list
drawn up, so that the benéefits, risks, timelines, costs etc. could be explored in much greater detail.

The key factors are to reduce the surplus places for pupils in the primary phase and reduce the
number of buildings if they are not needed. This can be delivered over the course of this academic
year, enabling a phased reduction in surplus places from September 2026 onwards.

Figure 7 — Long List of Options

Options | Description Conclusions
1 Business as Usual- maintain the This option will not meet the need to address
status quo- continue with 3 primary | the surplus places at the Abertillery Learning
campuses at Abertillery Learning Community which will have a negative impact
Community. on the school’s affordability and finances in
running 4 campuses.
Discounted
2 Closure of Roseheyworth Road This was an option for consideration. An
Campus and distribute primary evaluation of the pupil numbers and building
school places into Tillery Street suitability was undertaken.
and Six Bells Campus for full Considered
implementation September 2027
3 Closure of Tillery Street Campus This was an option for consideration. An
and distribute primary school evaluation of the pupil numbers and building
places into Roseheyworth and Six | suitability was undertaken.
Bells Campus for full Considered
implementation September 2027
4 Closure of Six Bells Campus and This was an option for consideration. An
distribute primary school places evaluation of the pupil numbers and building
into Tillery Street and suitability was undertaken.
Roseheyworth Campus for full Considered
implementation September 2027
5 Closure of Roseheyworth Road This option will meet the School’s needs.
Campus, Tillery Street Campus However, there is no availability of land nor
and Six Bells Campus moving all are funds available to build a new school.
pupils into one new build site. Closure of newly opened campuses at Tillery
Street and Six Bells would result in a
clawback of funding from Welsh Government.
This would result in less localised provision
for parents.
Discounted
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Options 1 and 5 have been discounted as they would potentially:

Not address the immediate and medium-term need to reduce the capacity.

Option 5 would not be financially viable, would not provide a localised solution for learners
and would need extensive funding to build a new school. Also, there is no available land
in the catchment area suitable for a new build.

Short List of Options
Options 2, 3 and 4 have been considered to formulate a short list. Option 2 is the preferred
recommendation as a result of the following.

Roseheyworth Road Campus has the least number of pupils to displace and can be
accommodated within the remaining campuses of the Abertillery Learning Community.
Transition arrangements will be needed for fewer pupils.

Roseheyworth Road Campus was built in 2000 as the Millennium School and has the
highest backlog of maintenance costs of the 3 campuses being considered for closure
making it the campus with the most risk to maintain.

Both Tillery Street and Six Bells Campuses were new builds as part of Band A funding and
are built with modern design concepts providing higher suitability rating. Roseheyworth
Road Campus is the oldest building within the options provided.

Funding to build both Tillery Street and Six Bells Campus was received from Welsh
Government, formally 215t Century Schools Band A funding. Closing any of these could
result in a clawback of funding due to the premature closing of the building within 10 years
of being built.

Risks and Mitigation

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council has a proven record of accomplishment of managing
both school build and school organisation projects via school reorganisation and the Sustainable
Communities for Learning Programme— including the requirement to deal with school capacity.
The following risks can be managed and largely mitigated as follows:

Figure 8 — Risks and Mitigation

Risk

Mitigation

If the proposal is not taken forward | The Council is working closely with key colleagues to
or runs late, there is both a financial | produce an accurate projection of school finances for
risk in terms of the school budget | the forthcoming financial years. This work includes a
and the sustainability of running 4 | detailed review of site running costs and a thorough
campuses against the backdrop of | analysis of the relationship between pupil numbers,
reduced pupil numbers. premises-related expenditure, and the funding allocated

to the school. This assessment has enabled the Council
to evaluate the long-term sustainability of operating four
campuses.

Following this review, the Council has concluded that
continuing to fund four campuses is not financially
sustainable.
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If the proposal is taken forward
there is a risk that there will be an
increase strain on the home to
school transport budget as
additional transport might be
needed for those pupils who would
have further to travel to school.

The Council is working closely with key colleagues to
ensure that any impact on the home-to-school transport
budget is minimised. Initial analysis shows that the
majority of pupils currently attending the Roseheyworth
Road Campus live within 1.5 miles of the Tillery Street
Campus, meaning most will continue to fall within the
defined walking distance set out in the Council’s Home
to School Transport Policy. As a result, only a small
number of pupils are expected to qualify for additional
transport support.

Any increase in transport demand will be planned for in
advance and managed within the existing Home to
School Transport budget to ensure a local,
cost-effective, and appropriate solution for learners.

The consultation process does not
address stakeholder perspective.
Therefore, the proposal is not
supported and does not progress.

Blaenau Gwent Council’s Education Directorate are
experienced in and have recently undertaken
consultations upon proposals, whilst being fully
compliant with the Welsh Government School
Organisation Code (Version 2, 2018). Transparent
communication,  stakeholder = engagement, and
provision of solutions will be at the forefront of the
discussions.

Redundancy of staff employed by
the Learning Community.

There will be full consultation with the Council’s
Organisational Department. Redeployment
opportunities will be available across the campuses of
the Learning Community. A Voluntary redundancy
scheme will be actioned before the need to address
compulsory options. The use of natural attrition will also
be managed to reduce the need for compulsory
redundancies.

Disruption to the pupil’s education
during transition to a new site.

A detailed transition plan, phased implementation, and
support for staff and pupils will be provided and agreed
by the school leadership team. Open and transparent
communication will be held with staff, and pupils with a
phased transition being adopted.

Insufficient capacity for future

demand.

The purpose of this proposal is to reduce capacity to
align with future demand and to allow the Council to
monitor and explore long-term options to secure
sustainable future of the Community. Although the
capacity is being reduced, there will be adequate
provision to meet the future demands on the Learning
Community in line with projected pupil nhumbers and
Welsh Government guidelines.

Reduction in capacity does not take
place.

Should nothing change, the combination of declining
pupil numbers and the current challenging financial
position of Abertillery Learning Community, means there
is an increased risk to its long-term viability which may
make it difficult to sustain consistent education
standards across all campuses.
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Benefits of Proposal

Should the proposal be accepted the Council believe this will ensure financial sustainability,
improved education quality, and secure the long-term viability of the Abertillery Learning
Community.

The benefits include:

1. Financial Sustainability
¢ Reduction in operational costs (utilities, maintenance, security).
e Improved budget position by eliminating overheads associated with the closed campus.
¢ Ability to redirect funds to enhance teaching resources and facilities at remaining
campuses.

2. Enhanced Educational Quality

e Consolidated staffing allows for better deployment of teachers and support staff.

e More opportunity to establish a one school vision and reduce variability in managing
curriculum planning with concentrated leadership and staffing across two primary
campuses rather than across three.

e Improved collaboration among staff, leading to consistent teaching standards.

e Enhancing pupil progress through widening the scope of intervention and in class support
with a consolidated and larger team of Teaching Assistants

3. Better Use of Facilities
e Access to more modern facilities and spaces for staff and pupils moving from
Roseheyworth Road campus to Tillery Street and Six Bells campuses.
¢ Investment can focus on upgrading fewer campuses to higher standards.
e Enhanced learning environments for pupils through concentrated resources.

4. Stronger Community and Pupil Experience
e Larger pupil groups improve social interaction and peer learning.
e Easier provision of specialist services (e.g., ALN support, counselling).
e Easier access to the secondary campus for transition activities and more developed joint
timetabling opportunities, including secondary staff delivering in the primary phase.

5. Strategic Planning for the Future
¢ Aligns school structure with current and projected pupil numbers.
e Positions the Learning Community for long-term viability and adaptability.

Should nothing change, the combination of declining pupil numbers and the current challenging
financial position of Abertillery Learning Community, means there is an increased risk to its long-
term viability which may make it difficult to sustain consistent education standards across all
campuses.
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Disadvantages:

1. Community Impact
e Loss of Local Identity: The Roseheyworth Road campus may hold historical or emotional
significance for the local community. Closure can be perceived as a decline in
educational provision, potentially affecting community trust.

2. Pupil and Parent Concerns

e Disruption to Pupils: Moving pupils to a new campus can cause anxiety and adjustment
issues.

e Transport Challenges: Increased demand for school transport and potential costs for
families or the authority. Annual fluctuations transport in uptake for home to school are
normal and any variations in cost will be managed within the existing Home-to-School
Transport budget.

3. Staff Implications

e Job Security Concerns: Some staff may face redeployment or redundancy, which can
affect morale.

¢ Impact on Admissions: Some families may choose alternative schools due to perceived
instability.
Attainment and Attendance data

Free school meals (FSM) - (Primary & Secondary)

Abertillery Learning Community | 2019 |2020 |2021 |2022 |2023 |2024 | 2025
Primary 24.9% | 24.9% | 27.5% | 31.1% | 31.3% | 28.7% | 25.7%
Local Authority (LA) 22.3% | 23.6% | 27.2% | 31.2% | 30.8% | 27.8% | 24.5%
Wales 18.5% | 19.3% | 21.3% | 23.0% | 23.7% | 22.9% | 21.7%
Secondary 24.9% | 24.9% | 27.5% | 31.1% | 31.3% | 28.7% | 25.7%
Local Authority (LA) 22.5% | 22.8% | 25.1% | 28.2% | 28.0% | 26.0% | 23.8%
Wales 16.5% | 17.0% | 18.7% | 20.4% | 21.2% | 20.9% | 20.1%

Abertillery Learning Community has a higher FSM entitlement compared to the LA’s and Welsh
National average.

English as an additional language (EAL) (Primary & Secondary)

Abertillery Learning Community | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025
Primary 1.7% [2.0% |22% |24% |3.1% |42% |3.1%
Local Authority 1.9% [22% [1.7% |1.8% [29% |34% |4.3%
Wales 6.0% [6.1% [6.0% [|6.2% |6.7% |7.1% |7.4%
Secondary 1.7% [2.0% [2.2% |2.4% |3.1% |4.2% |3.1%
Local Authority 1.6% [1.8% [18% [19% [1.7% |2.0% |1.9%
Wales 29% [2.8% |12.9% |3.0% [|34% [3.4% |3.7%

16|Consultation document: Proposaltoreduce the capacity of Abertillery Learning Community — primary campuses






The percentage of pupils in the primary phase at Abertillery Learning Community for whom
English is an additional language is below compared to the LA’s and Welsh National 3-year
average. Whereas in the secondary phase the school is higher than the LA average and nearer
the Welsh average.

Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Pupils (Primary & Secondary)

Abertillery Learning 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 |2023 | 2024 | 2025
Community

Primary 51% |54% |53% |59% |6.8% |10.6% |11.1%
Local Authority 53% |57% |55% [61% [7.0% [8.6% |9.6%
Wales 12.5% |1 12.8% | 12.9% | 13.3% | 14.4% | 15.3% | 16.0%
Secondary 51% |54% |53% |59% |6.8% |10.6% |11.1%
Local Authority 49% |48% [50% |55% |6.3% [8.0% |8.4%
Wales 10.3% | 10.8% | 11.4% | 11.9% | 12.9% | 13.7% | 14.4%

The primary phase of Abertillery Learning Community has a higher percentage of Black, Asian
and minority ethnic pupils than the Local Authority average, though it remains below the Welsh
national three-year average. In the secondary phase, the proportion is higher than the Local
Authority average and closer to the Welsh national average.

Reception Numbers of Abertillery Learning Community
Attendance during the year
e Attendance in 2024 at the Primary settings is 91.3% just below the LA average 91.4% and
higher than the Welsh average 90.8%

e Attendance in 2024 at the Secondary settings is 89.6% which is above the LA average
88.5% and higher than the Welsh average 89.4%

Attainment Key Stage 4 2025 data
In the Secondary campus at Abertillery Learning Community the:
> Capped 9 points score is 345.62 higher than the Local Authority average 342.9 but still
below the Welsh National average 354.3.

» Literacy points score is 33.01 below the Local Authority average 35.7 and below the
Welsh National average 38.6.

» Numeracy points score is 34.49 slightly higher than the Local Authority average 33.6 and
below the Welsh National average 36.0

» Science points score is 31.19 below the Local Authority average 33.7 and below the
Welsh National average 35.8.

Governance Model

There will be no changes to the existing governance model and structure within Abertillery
Learning Community.

Learner Travel Arrangements
Blaenau Gwent Council will provide free transport for children attending their nearest suitable

school, where the distance from home to school is over the specified walking distance detailed
below:
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e more than 1.5 miles from home for children aged under 8 years (at the commencement
of the academic year) but of statutory school age. Any transport awarded will remain in
place for the whole of the academic year

e more than 2 miles from home for children aged 8 years and over (at the commencement
of the academic year).

Section 4: Consultation Outcome and Next Steps

Consultation Report: Feedback from the consultation will be collated, analysed and presented
in a Consultation Out-turn Report to a special Council’s Cabinet week commencing 30t April
2026. The report will be available on the Council’s website 2 weeks prior to a decision being made
to proceed or not to proceed to statutory notice. Hard copies can be obtained on request via the
email addresses detailed above. Consultees can also register their wish to be notified of
publication of the consultation report by the email address above.

Statutory Notice: Should this proposal be approved at Cabinet; the Council will then publish a
statutory notice. The statutory notice period will run for 28 days Tuesday 5" May 2026 -
Wednesday 3™ June 2026. During this time, you will be able to make formal objections should
you wish to do so, via the email address provided in this consultation booklet.

Any issues raised by interested parties will then be summarised in an Objections Report and
presented to the Cabinet for a final decision to be made in June 2026. Should the proposal
proceed, a copy of the Statutory Notice will be displayed on the Council’s website and all the
campuses of Abertillery Learning Community. Hard copies of the statutory notice will be available
upon request.

Determination of the Proposal: Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council will determine the
proposal taking into account the responses received to the statutory notice. This may lead to the
approval, rejection or approval of the proposal with modifications.

Decision Notification: Once a decision has been made, an electronic copy of determination will
be sent out to all interested parties and published on Blaenau Gwent’s County Borough Council’s
website within 7 days of the decision.

The Statutory Process Timeline

February | March 2026 April 2026 May 2026 June 2026 | September 2027
2026

Implementation
September 2027
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Section 5: Details of Affected Schools

Schools Affected
Abertillery Learning Community all campuses will be directly affected by this proposal.
e Roseheyworth Road Primary Campus, Roseheyworth Rd, Abertillery, NP13 1SR
e Six Bells Road Primary Campus, Six Bells Rd, Six Bells, Abertillery, NP13 2NJ and
e Tillery Street Primary Campus, Tillery Street, Abertillery, NP13 1EH
e Alma Street Secondary Campus, Alma Street Abertillery, NP13 1QD (Key Stage 3
transition)

Section 6: Other Considerations

Finance

The Council approved an increase to the Individual Schools Budget (ISB) of £2.44m for both
2025/2026 and 2026/2027 to provide further financial support to schools, enabling them to
manage cost pressures and rebalance budgets.

School deficits are forecast to increase by around £3m to £4.3m by March 2026 despite the
additional funding approved by the Council. Schools are finding it increasingly challenging in
balancing their budgets due to:

e Declining pupil numbers, resulting in surplus places in some settings and reducing pupil
led funding

e Growing demand for additional learning needs

¢ Rising operational costs

As part of the budget considerations to support schools in achieving financial stability and mitigate
the deficit balances, there is a need to review the school estate for opportunities to:

Reduce the school estate where surplus capacity exists

Federate schools to share leadership, resources and administrative functions
Reduce the number of buildings to lower maintenance and operational costs
Grow and sustain provision

This proposal forms part of this process
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Revenue Costs

Abertillery Learning Community is funded in line with Blaenau Gwent Council’s Fair Funding
policy. Like all other schools in the area, its funding is determined by pupil numbers and the size
of the school premises.

For the 2025/26 financial year, the annual budget for Abertillery Learning Community is £11.1
million, with a projected deficit of £898,000. If no action is taken, this deficit is expected to increase
significantly over the next five years as below, placing the school in an unsustainable financial
position.

Actual Anticipated | Anticipated | Anticipated | Anticipated | Anticipated
Deficit Deficit Deficit Deficit Deficit Deficit
2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 2029/30
£ £ £ £ £ £
-310,011 -898,436 -1,704,448 | -2,660,673 | -3,657,053 | -4,694,390

This proposal will support the school in moving closer to achieving an in-year balanced budget by
delivering annual cost reductions of approximately £670,000 from the reduction in staffing levels,
over five years, these savings are expected to total around £2.2 million, significantly reducing the
anticipated deficit as outlined below:

Actual Anticipated | Anticipated | Anticipated | Anticipated | Anticipated
Deficit Deficit Deficit Deficit Deficit Deficit
2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 2029/230
£ £ £ £ £ £
-310,011 -898,436 | -1,526,448 | -1,822,673 | -2,139,253 | -2,476,396

In addition, there will be approximately £200,000 savings annually in relation to premises costs.
Due to the continuing and anticipated deficit position, additional measures will need to be
considered going forward. Abertillery Learning Community is expecting a further decline in pupil
numbers, which will reduce the school’s budget by approximately £500,000 per year. This
reduction has been reflected in the figures above, and an associated decrease in staffing levels
has already been built in. However, this will require further review to ensure the position is fully
addressed.

These actions will support the school in moving towards greater financial sustainability and will
help ensure that resources are used more effectively to support learners. By strengthening its
financial position, the school will also be better able to focus on improving educational outcomes
rather than managing escalating budget pressures.

In addition, these changes are likely to affect other Authority services that provide SLA support to
schools, including Catering and Cleaning. These services may also need to plan for potential
downsizing; however, this will be managed primarily through natural staff turnover.

Capital Costs

There are minimal capital costs associated with this proposal. Minor works will need to be
undertaken across the remaining two campuses to allow works to be undertaken to accommodate
additional learners, this is estimated to cost approximately £100,000, which will be financed from
existing maintenance budgets.
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Capital Receipts

It is not anticipated that there will be a capital receipt associated with this proposal at the present
time, as there are repurposing requirements and ongoing demands across the Education School
Estate. Consequently, the Roseheyworth Campus will therefore be considered for repurposing in
line with these demands. This will be subject to a full options appraisal and a further public
consultation to ensure transparency and alignment with community needs, through this
process this may then result in a future capital receipt.

Home to School Transport Costs
Blaenau Gwent’'s Home to School Transport Policy is more generous that the Learner Travel
Wales Measure as indicated on page 21 in the consultation document.

This approach ensures that pupils affected by campus changes will continue to have safe and
reasonable access to education without incurring additional costs for families, maintaining
Blaenau Gwent’'s commitment to equitable access for all learners.

An analysis of the impact of this proposal on home-to-school transport has been undertaken, and
it is anticipated that a minimal number of pupils will qualify for transport requiring a minibus
provision, this will likely result in increased annual costs for the Council of £30,000.

Admission Arrangements

All pupils on roll at the campuses named in the proposal will be guaranteed a place at the primary
campuses from 1 September 2026. Continuity of Additional Learning Needs provision for pupils
educated in the resource base at campuses is also guaranteed subject to there being no change
to the needs of the individual child, which would require a further assessment of their needs.

Parents of nursery children as of 31t August 2026 will need to apply for a reception place at the
Abertillery Learning Community in line with Blaenau Gwent’s admissions process. the new school
as part of the application for school places, which will commence during the 2026/27 academic
year, and further information will be publicised at this time.

Should parents at any time wish to express a preference to attend an alternative campus they
can do so by contacting the Learning Community and asking for an internal transfer.

Impact of the Proposal on the Welsh Language

This proposal does not impact upon the number and availability of Welsh-medium school places
within Blaenau Gwent. The Council does not expect any negative impact on the Welsh Language
as a result of this proposal. More so the nearest Welsh medium primary, which is less than 5
miles away, has seen an increase in admissions which could be reflective in the decrease of
English medium places in Abertillery Learning Community primary campuses.

Welsh is taught in English-medium schools in line with the National Curriculum. The proposal will
therefore have no impact upon the Welsh Language Measure (2011).

Equality Impact Assessment

A full Integrated Impact Assessment (lIA) has been undertaken by Blaenau-Gwent County
Borough  Council can be found on our webpage. https://www.blaenau-
gwent.gov.uk/en/council/consultations/proposal-to-reduce-the-capacity-at __ abertillery-learning-
community- primary-phase
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Community and Welsh Language Impact Assessment

A community impact assessment has been undertaken in order to assess the impact of key
proposals and decisions upon stakeholders and the wider community (Please refer to Appendix
2 for more information).

United Nation Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
The Council in all its corporate responsibilities ensure that they will always engage positively with
children and young people. If this proposal is implemented, it will realise benefits for children and
young people in accordance with the seven core aims of the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child, specifically:
Core aim 1 - have a flying start in life.
Core aim 2 - have a comprehensive range of education and learning opportunities.
Core aim 3 - enjoy the best possible health and are free from abuse, victimisation and
exploitation.
Core aim 4 - have access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities.
Core aim 5 - are listened to, treated with respect, and have their race and cultural
identity recognised.
Core aim 6 - have a safe home and a community which supports physical and emotional
wellbeing; and
Core aim 7 - are not disadvantaged by poverty.

Engagement of Children and Young People in this Consultation

As part of this consultation process, the Council’s Education Resources and Planning Team, in
partnership with the school, will consult with pupils that are affected by the proposal, as well as
engaging with both the Blaenau Gwent Youth Forum and Schools Grand Council.

Housing Developments

On average over the course of the last 5 years, 79 houses have been built in Blaenau Gwent
each year. This level of growth is expected to continue. These potential homes either already
have planning permission, are seeking legal agreement or are included in the Local
Developments Plan. This is likely to have an impact upon pupil place planning. The Education
Resources and Planning Team monitor the impact upon schools.

Figure 7 — Below illustrates the number of housing Developments which are currently in the Local
Development Plan (LDP) for the next 3 years.

According the Housing Land According the Housing Land According the Housing Land
Availability Study which looks Availability Study which looks at | Availability Study which looks at
at a 5-year timescale the a 5-year timescale the following a 5 year timescale the following
following figures are identified figures are identified for Ebbw figures are identified for Ebbw

for Tredegar Valley. Fawr Valley. Fach Valley.

Housing 0 0 0 0 0 15 | 20 0 0 0 0 34 | 34 0 0
Associations:

Private Sector | O 0 0 0 0 98 |40 10 12 |0 0 0 0 0 0
Housing:

0 0 0 0 0 113 | 60 10 12 | 0 0 34 (34 |0 0

Total

For more information please visit the following webpage: https://www.blaenau-
gwent.gov.uk/en/resident/planning/local-development-plan/ldp-allocations/ The above data tells
us that there are 56 housing development planned between 2026 — 2029. There is a potential for
this to increase demand within both mainstream and special schools going forward.
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Human Resources

The proposal is to reduce the number of primary campuses within the Abertillery Learning
Community Primary setting, this will require the Governing Body of the School and Senior
Leadership team to consider the impact on the plan for the workforce, this will involve the
reduction in staffing levels across the Learning Community. There are posts that have become
vacant already that will help in terms of managing this process

Organisational Development will provide advice, support and guidance to the Headteacher
and Governing Body in relation to the management of change processes which will include
consultation with Staff and Trade Unions.

Partnerships

The Gwent Public Services Board (PSB) undertook a regional Well-being Assessment during
2021-22 which reviewed the social, economic, environmental, and cultural wellbeing in Gwent.
The assessment used a wide range of qualitative and quantitative information including data,
academic research, evidence, and people’s views (engagement) to help understand Wellbeing in
Gwent.

The assessment took an asset-based approach, rather than focussing purely on need, to build
upon and identify the strengths of both individuals and communities and it also identified problems
and challenges that need to be addressed. The evidence and key issues identified in the
assessment have been used to develop the Well-being Plan for Gwent.

The Gwent Well-being Plan 2023-28, published in July 2023, was the first actioned regional well-
being plan for Gwent. It sets out the Gwent PSB’s Well-being Objectives and the steps it intends
to take to meet those objectives, in accordance with the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales)
Act 2015. Delivery of these will come via the Gwent PSB for regional at-scale activity as well as
through five Local Delivery Groups in each of the Gwent LA areas.

Objectives:
« We want to create a fairer, more equitable and inclusive Gwent for all
« We want a climate-ready Gwent, where our environment is valued and protected,
benefitting our well-being now and for future generations

Steps:

« Take action to reduce the impact of the cost-of-living crisis in the long-term

« Provide and enable the supply of good quality, affordable and appropriate homes

o Take action to reduce our carbon emissions, help Gwent adapt to climate change, and
protect and restore our natural environment

« Take action to address inequalities, particularly in relation to health, through the framework
of the Marmot Principles

« Enable and support people, neighbourhoods, and communities to be resilient, connected,
thriving and safe

Local Delivery Groups (LDG) of the Gwent PSB exist in each of the five local authority areas to
ensure the delivery of local actions and priorities that contribute to the PSB's well-being objectives.
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The Blaenau Gwent LDG, known as the BG Local Well-being Partnership, has developed a set
of local well-being priorities, based on public and stakeholder engagement, to help deliver the
Well-being Plan at a local level: -

e Reducing Inequalities amongst children, young people & older persons

« Integrated Travel and Transport

« Access to healthy, local, affordable food

« Climate Change and Nature

These well-being objectives and local priorities are ones we consider having real power to bring
about change, which are the most urgent and that the evidence tells us need the combined force
of the PSB partners to deliver and improve local well-being.

Section 7: Present Arrangements

ESTYN

Schools are inspected as part of a national programme of school inspection. The purpose of an
inspection is to identify good features and shortcomings in schools in order that they may improve
the quality of education offered and raise standards achieved by their pupils (Estyn). Abertillery
Learning Community’s last Estyn inspection was undertaken in 2025. For a full copy of the
inspection report, please use the link provided Inspection report Abertillery Learning Community
2025.

Quality and Standards in Education
Please note that the inspection report above does not refer to the Learning Standards. A
summary of results for Abertillery Learning Community is detailed below:

Teaching and Learning:

The report highlights that most teachers foster positive classroom environments and manage
behaviour effectively, leading to purposeful pupil engagement. While many teachers set high
expectations and plan challenging lessons, inconsistencies exist in expectations, questioning,
feedback and opportunities for independent learning. Curriculum provision is generally balanced,
but gaps remain in literacy, numeracy, digital skills, and Welsh language development, particularly
in the upper school. Pupils with additional learning needs make suitable progress, and enrichment
activities are strong, though strategic skill development and PSE provision for older pupils need
improvement.

Care Support and Guidance

Abertillery Learning Community demonstrates a strong commitment to pupils’ well-being, working
effectively with counsellors, youth workers, children’s services and the police to ensure
personalised support for every learner. The school provides accessible online guidance and takes
proactive steps to reduce the impact of poverty, offering targeted help for vulnerable or homeless
pupils through its dedicated Family Engagement Officer. Attendance is a notable strength, with
robust monitoring, productive partnerships and close engagement with families contributing to
significantly improved rates across all groups, consistently outperforming national averages.
focused efforts to reduce persistent absenteeism have been especially successful.

Pupil leadership thrives through an inclusive pupil Senedd that benefits from strong links with the
Abertillery Community Council, while a wide range of extracurricular clubs enhances pupils’
social, personal and creative development. Transitions between primary and upper school are
well structured, and older pupils receive comprehensive careers support that helps raise
aspirations and ensures almost all progress into education, employment or training. Safeguarding
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procedures are well established and reinforced through regular staff training, and recent
improvements to behaviour, bullying and anti-racism policies have strengthened pupils’ attitudes
to learning. Provision for pupils with additional learning needs is generally strong, particularly in
the lower school, with nurturing environments such as the Nest and Complex Needs Resource
Bases playing an important role in supporting social and emotional development, inclusion and
wider community engagement.

Well-being and Attitudes to Learning:

Abertillery Learning Community prioritises pupil well-being through strong partnerships, proactive
attendance strategies, and targeted support for vulnerable learners. The school has improved
attendance significantly, strengthened pupil voice, and developed inclusive provisions for pupils
with complex needs and behavioural challenges.

Leaders collaborate with a wide range of external agencies and provide a dedicated well-being
section on the school website provides guidance for pupils, families, and staff. There is revised
approach through the pupil voice Senedd which strengthens pupil voice and leadership skills.
Proactive Post-16 Progression identifies pupils at risk of not progressing to education,
employment, or training with targeted support provided to minimise risk. The Abertillery Learning
Community has two alternative curriculum centres which support pupils with behavioural needs
and those at risk of exclusion and also has two Complex Needs Resource Bases which offer
calm, caring environments focused on social and emotional well-being.

Leading and Improving:

The headteacher provides strong, resilient leadership with high expectations and a clear vision
which is understood by staff and pupils. Leadership roles are well-defined, supported by
structured evaluation processes and professional learning opportunities. Leaders focus on
national priorities such as attendance and poverty alleviation, maintain positive relationships with
parents, and use effective communication tools to celebrate pupil success.

Recommendations for Improvement

» R1 Improve the quality of teaching so that pupils of all abilities make suitable progress,
particularly in the secondary phase

» R2 Provide meaningful challenging opportunities for pupils to develop their literacy and
numeracy skills

» R3 Ensure that leaders identify clear and specific actions when planning for improvement,
particularly in relation to improving teaching

> R4 Ensure that the school meets the statutory requirement for pupils to study Welsh up
to the age of 16

Some of the comments from the inspection are below:

e Most teachers at Abertillery Learning Community develop positive working relationships with
pupils and create calm and supportive classrooms.

e In a majority of sessions, teachers plan activities that support and challenge pupils
successfully. As a result, pupils often demonstrate positive attitudes, participate
enthusiastically, and make appropriate progress.

e The school’s curriculum reflects its community well and includes relevant themes such as
local mining history. There is a clear vision for Curriculum for Wales, with a focus on
developing pupils’ life skills.
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Impact of the proposal

Should the proposal be approved, the condensed learning environment will allow for greater
control, and a high-quality provision that enhances the learning experience for all pupils. The
proposal will ensure that resources are managed efficiently to ensure the standards are improved
and maintained.

The likely impact of the proposals on the five areas of Estyn is:

Learning standards - Concentrating teacher and teaching assistant support across two
campuses, rather than dispersing resources across three, will have a positive impact on learning
standards. A more focused distribution of staff allows for the consolidation of expertise and
specialised skill sets, strengthening pedagogical practice through collaboration, mentoring, and
shared instructional approaches. This concentration supports higher-quality teaching, more
responsive student support, and improved consistency in curriculum delivery.

Wellbeing and attitudes to learning - Reducing provision from three campuses to two will create
increased opportunities for the integration of pupils, supporting the development of positive
relationships and a stronger sense of belonging. This is particularly beneficial for older primary
pupils, enabling them to build connections as a single cohort in preparation for, and during,
transition into Year 7. In addition, the pooling and concentration of staff expertise will strengthen
the school’s capacity to support student wellbeing, allowing needs to be identified and addressed
more effectively and consistently.

Teaching and learning experiences — Reducing provision from three campuses to two will allow
resources to be used more efficiently while also strengthening professional collaboration. Bringing
staff together across fewer campuses creates increased opportunities for
practitioner-to-practitioner working, shared practice, and cross-campus collaboration. The
delivery of professional learning will be more coherent and operationally manageable across two
campuses, enabling greater participation and more consistent pedagogical approaches. This
increased collaboration among teachers and teaching assistants will enrich teaching and learning
experiences for pupils.

Care, support and guidance — Reducing provision from three campuses to two will strengthen
the school’s capacity to provide timely and responsive care, support, and guidance for pupils.
Concentrating resources and staff expertise across fewer campuses allows specialist skill sets to
be more effectively deployed to meet pupil needs. In particular, the proximity of the TS campus
and the increased number of pupils based there will enable greater engagement in cross-campus
work with the wellbeing team on the secondary campus, enhancing access to support and
continuity of care.

Leadership and management — The proposal aims to strengthen leadership through closer
collaboration and improved coherence across the school. Reducing provision from three
campuses to two will enable leaders to work in closer proximity, supporting stronger alignment in
planning, decision-making, and strategic direction. This will enhance consistency of practice and
clarity of priorities across the school.
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Section 8: Overview of the Proposal
The table below details the category, language, age range and other relevant details relation to
the proposed new school:

Admissions to this school are via Abertillery Learning
Community

3-16 years

As of September 2025, There are:
e 980 primary places

e 750 secondary places

As of September 2027, There will be:
e 770 primary capacity
e 750 secondary capacity

Abertillery Learning Community Secondary Campus, Alma
Street, Abertillery, NP13 1YL

Abertillery Learning Community Primary Campuses

e Tillery Street Campus, Tillery Street, Abertillery,
NP13 1EH

e Six Bells Campus, Six Bells Road, Six Bells, Abertillery, NP13
2NJ

English-medium Community School

To be determined post consultation

Transport will be delivered in accordance with the Blaenau
Gwent Home to School and Post 16 Transport Policy
2026/27. Please refer to Section 1 for more information.

£6,425

Inspection report Abertillery Learning Community 2025

Secondary Campus B
Tillery Street Campus A
Six Bells Road Campus A
Secondary Campus B
Tillery Street Campus A
Six Bells Road Campus A

School Catchment Area

Abertillery Learning Community has a formally designated catchment area set by Blaenau Gwent
County Borough Council, covering the town of Abertillery and its immediate surrounding
communities. Children who live within that boundary are given priority under the local authority’s

school admissions policy.
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Transition Arrangements

Should this proposal proceed, pupils will transition into their new primary campus at the beginning

of September 2027. Arrangements and preparation will commence in the 2026/27 academic year

and will provide opportunities for pupils to experience their new classes and trips to support a
smooth and positive transition. The Abertillery Learning Community will work with staff to prepare
them for the transitional arrangements

Frequently Asked Questions

Question

Response

When would children from
Roseheyworth Road move to
a different Campus?

Should the proposal be approved, your children will start at
the new campus in September 2027.

How will my child be
supported during the

The school will put in place a transition plan to support
pupils moving to a new campus. This will include visits to

transition? the new campus, transition activities, and meetings with
parents/carers to ensure all pupils settle well and feel safe
and supported.

What about staff? There will be some impact on staff with possible

redundancies and opportunities for redeployment.

How is my child going to get
to school?

The existing arrangements under the home to school &
post 16 learning policy 2026/27 will continue, should your
child be eligible for transport arrangements due to change
in campus

How will my child access
school dinners?

Both Six Bells campus and Tillery Street Campuses have
a hall and dining area, so school dinners will be accessed
in a similar fashion to the current arrangements at the
Roseheyworth Campus.

What is going to happen to
the empty school building?

The Council’s Education Resources and Planning team will
investigate and determine options for using the school
building to meet the Council's other education
requirements.

Why is the preferred option to
close Roseheyworth Road
campus and not one of the
other sites?

The preferred option is to close the campus with the lowest
pupil numbers and the greatest level of surplus places.
This allows all pupils to be accommodated safely and
appropriately across the remaining campuses.
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Section 9: Consultation Pro-forma
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Consultation Questionnaire
Please provide your comment on the proposal: To reduce the capacity of the primary school which is part
of the Abertillery Learning Community, from 980 to 770, to reduce the physical capacity of Abertillery
learning Community by closing Roseheyworth Road Campus and to move pupils to the remaining
campuses (Six Bells Campus and Tillery Street Campus) with phased implementation commencing from
September 2026 and with full implementation by September 2027.

https://online1.snapsurveys.com/n94ji6

You may also wish to indicate which of the following reflects your views:

| fully support the proposal
| partially support the proposal
| do not support the proposal

Your comments:

Name: Date:
E-mail:
Address: Postcode:

Please indicate if you are:

Primary: Teacher/Non-Teaching School Staff / Governor / Parent / Pupil /Local Resident / Other (please
state)

Secondary: Teacher/Non-Teaching School Staff / Governor / Parent / Pupil /Local Resident / Other
(please state)

Thank you for your time and contribution to the consultation. Your views, comments and
responses will be recorded and reported to the Council’s Executive Committee in the
Consultation Outcome Report.

Please detach this form and return by post: Education Directorate, The General Office, Steelwork Road,
Ebbw Vale, NP23 6DN

All comments to be received no later than 5:00pm on Tuesday 14" April 2026.
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Appendix 1 - Distribution List for the Consultation Document

Parents (and where possible prospective parents)
carers and guardians, and staff members of
schools affected by the proposals

The Welsh Ministers

In the case of proposals affecting secondary
provision, parents of pupils attending primary
schools from which pupils normally transfer to that
secondary school

Constituency and Regional Assembly Members
(AMs) and Members of Parliament (MP’s)
representing the area served by/intended to be
served by any school which is the subject of the
proposals

The maintaining or proposed maintaining
authority for any school likely to be affected by the
proposals

ESTYN

Any other local authority (including those in
England where appropriate) likely to be affected —
including in the case of dedicated ALN provision,
any authority placing or likely to place pupils with
ALN in it to distribute to schools in their areas as
appropriate

Teaching and staff trade unions (NUT; NASUWT;
ATL; UCAC; UNISON; GMB) representing
teachers and other staff at any school which is the
subject of the proposals

The Church in Wales and Roman Catholic
Diocesan Authority for the area in which any
school likely to be affected is located

The relevant Regional Education Consortium

Any other appropriate religious body for any
school likely to be affected by the proposals

The Police and Crime Commissioner for the area
served by/intended to be served by any school
which is the subject of the proposals

The Governing body of any school which is the
subject of the proposals

Any community or town council for the area
served by/intended to be served by any school
which is the subject of the proposals

The Governing body of other schools which the
proposer consider are likely to be affected by the
proposal.

In the case of proposals affecting nursery
provision, any independent or voluntary providers
who may be affected including Mudiad Meithrin.
Also all Registered Private/Voluntary Early Years
Settings /Providers in Blaenau Gwent;

In the case of proposals affecting nursery
provision, the Early Years Development and
Childcare Partnerships where present

In the case of proposals affecting ALN provision,
any relevant health or third sector bodies with an
interest

In the case of proposals affecting secondary
provision, any further education institutions
serving the area of the school (Coleg Gwent)

In the case of proposals affecting Welsh
Language provision, the Welsh Language
Commissioner

In addition to the above, the following are also included in the distribution:

The Headteacher of each school maintained by
Blaenau Gwent LEA

Other Directorates of Blaenau Gwent County
Borough Council

All Elected Members of Blaenau Gwent County
Borough Council

Blaenau Gwent Association of School Governors

The Careers Service

Libraries

Childcare providers

SNAP Cymru
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Appendix 2 — Abertillery Learning Community, Community Impact Assessment

Community Impact Assessments are a structured way for the Council to fully understand the
implications of our decisions and whether they are detrimental or discriminatory to certain groups or
sections of the community. They help us to consider the impact of Council decisions and policies
within and between communities more generally. The Community Impact Assessment process will
ensure that our decision-making process is robust and impacts on all communities within Blaenau
Gwent ensuring that they are fully considered in Council decision making processes.

By carrying out impact assessments, the Council is working to promote equality for all our service
users, employees and the wider community that we serve.

Abertillery Learning Community is located in the Ebbw Fach South Ward, the ward profile can be
viewed by clicking on the following link: Abertillery (Blaenau Gwent, Wales / Cymru, United
Kingdom) - Population Statistics, Charts, Map, Location, Weather and Web Information

Ebbw Fach South Ward has several areas of deprivation according to the Welsh Index for Multiple
Deprivation (2025) area with Cwmtillery being in the 21% - 30% most deprived area. WIMD

Proposed Development

If approved, the preferred option being the closure of Roseheyworth Road Campus of Abertillery
Learning Community will be implemented by September 2027. Pupils at this campus will move to
either Six Bells Campus or Tillery Street Campus. There will be transition activities planned between
campuses for ease of pupils. The decrease of school capacity will ensure the sustainability of the
school estate. Therefore, in total this gives the school a reduced capacity of 210 places overall.

Proportion of Pupils:

The Council’s proposal seeks to ensure a continued high quality learning environment for pupils in
the Abertillery Learning Community. The falling numbers of babies being born can be seen from the
volume of applications for Nursery/Reception figures. By reducing the capacity of the Abertillery
Learning Community, the Council will be able to accommodate pupils in less primary campuses. As
you will see from the data presented in the consultation document the overall school population has
decreased 27.014% from 2020 (845) to 2025 (615) with Roseheyworth road campus only having
119 statutory school age pupils on roll. The building was built for 210 places.

Current facilities and/or services offered
The following facilities are offered at Roseheyworth Road Campus:

e Private childcare

o Classrooms

o Breakout spaces

« Dining hall/canteen area

The above provision/services will cease to exist for Roseheyworth Road Campus, and the school
building will revert into the Council’s Education Property Portfolio for educational use.
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Travel Time

Given the implementation of the proposal there will be little impact on travel distances for existing
pupils. As both Roseheyworth Road and Tillery Street are primary phases in the Abertillery Learning
Community Secondary Campus on Alma Street which is directly opposite the Tillery Street campus
and Abertillery leisure centre.

The distance from Roseheyworth Road campus to Tillery Street Campus is less than 1.2 miles.
Approximately 4 minutes by car/bus. It is noted that the distances/travelling times will increase for
those pupils who will transition to Six Bells Campus /Tillery Street Campus.

How would parents and pupils engage should the proposal be agreed?

The Council recognises the importance of an effective and smooth transition process to ensure there
is little if any disruption should the proposal to expand reduce the capacity of Abertillery Learning
Community with the preferred option of closure of the Roseheyworth Road Primary Campus be
approved.

Parents/carers and pupils will be provided with relevant information to aid their understanding of the
proposal and the most appropriate support they can offer their children during the transition process.
The school will also work together with other services and where necessary, in identifying families
who may need additional support. Parental and community engagement will remain a key priority
throughout this process.

The wider implications the changes would have on public transport provisions.

The proposal is not expected to have any significant implications for public transport provision in the
area. There is a local bus services with the 1b timetable running every day between the hours of
7:50am and 17:35pm which will have sufficient capacity to transport pupils to use this service.

Wider community safety issues.
The proposal would have some direct impact on the wider community from a building perspective
as:

o The Roseheyworth Road school building will be closed and remain within the
education portfolio.

o The childcare provision would have to be relocated

o The building would not be able to accommodate meetings or be accessible by the
wider community.

No significant safety issues are anticipated. However, the building would be vacant until the Council
propose alternative use by another education purposes.

Some safety issues are anticipated; this will be mitigated by the Council putting in place measures
to secure building whilst it is unoccupied.

What would be the impact on health and well-being?

As the Roseheyworth Road campus is part of the wider Abertillery Learning Community and pupils
will move to new campuses within the same school there is no significant detriment to pupils’ health
and wellbeing, should the transition for pupils run smoothly. All services offered to pupils via
engagement in schools will be carried out on the two campuses of Tillery Street and Six Bells Road
Campus.
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Transport Impact Assessment

The Learner Travel (Wales) Measure 2008 places a duty on the council to assess the travel needs
of learners under the age of 19. In addition to those children who qualify for free transport provision
due to meeting the eligibility criteria, the Council is under a legal obligation to assess the travel needs
of learners who walk to school. There will likely be an impact upon transport and travel; however,
any implications on transport arrangements will be more positive if the Council is able to meet the
children’s needs.

Staff Impact Assessment

There will be implications and direct impact for existing staff over the whole of the Abertillery Learning
Community. This may be in the form of redundancies or school teaching staff being moved to work
from different campuses. The Council’s Organisational Development team will be engaged in
meaningful consultation with any affected staff and recognised trade unions on the possible impact
and outcome of the statutory consultation.

Additional Learning Needs Provision

Within Abertillery Learning Community there are 2 add Additional Learning Needs Resource areas
in a mainstream school. One located at the secondary campus and one in the primary setting located
in Six Bells Road Campus. This proposal specifically addresses capacity issues in the main school
and will have no impact on the Learning Resource Bases in the Abertillery Learning Community.

33|Consultation document: Proposaltoreduce the capacity of Abertillery Learning Community — primary campuses






image2.emf
Appendix 2  distrubution list.pdf


Appendix 2 distrubution list.pdf
Appendix 2 - Distribution List for the Consultation Document

Parents (and where possible prospective parents)
carers and guardians, and staff members of
schools affected by the proposals

The Welsh Ministers

In the case of proposals affecting secondary
provision, parents of pupils attending primary
schools from which pupils normally transfer to that
secondary school

Constituency and Regional Assembly Members
(AMs) and Members of Parliament (MP’s)
representing the area served by/intended to be
served by any school which is the subject of the
proposals

The maintaining or proposed maintaining
authority for any school likely to be affected by the
proposals

ESTYN

Any other local authority (including those in
England where appropriate) likely to be affected —
including in the case of dedicated ALN provision,
any authority placing or likely to place pupils with
ALN in it to distribute to schools in their areas as
appropriate

Teaching and staff trade unions (NUT; NASUWT;
ATL; UCAC; UNISON; GMB) representing
teachers and other staff at any school which is the
subject of the proposals

The Church in Wales and Roman Catholic
Diocesan Authority for the area in which any
school likely to be affected is located

The relevant Regional Education Consortium

Any other appropriate religious body for any
school likely to be affected by the proposals

The Police and Crime Commissioner for the area
served by/intended to be served by any school
which is the subject of the proposals

The Governing body of any school which is the
subject of the proposals

Any community or town council for the area
served by/intended to be served by any school
which is the subject of the proposals

The Governing body of other schools which the
proposer consider are likely to be affected by the
proposal.

In the case of proposals affecting nursery
provision, any independent or voluntary providers
who may be affected including Mudiad Meithrin.
Also all Registered Private/Voluntary Early Years
Settings /Providers in Blaenau Gwent;

In the case of proposals affecting nursery
provision, the Early Years Development and
Childcare Partnerships where present

In the case of proposals affecting ALN provision,
any relevant health or third sector bodies with an
interest

In the case of proposals affecting secondary
provision, any further education institutions
serving the area of the school (Coleg Gwent)

In the case of proposals affecting Welsh
Language provision, the Welsh Language
Commissioner

In addition to the above, the following are also included in the distribution:

The Headteacher of each school maintained by
Blaenau Gwent LEA

Other Directorates of Blaenau Gwent County
Borough Council

All Elected Members of Blaenau Gwent County
Borough Council

Blaenau Gwent Association of School Governors

The Careers Service

Libraries

Childcare providers

SNAP Cymru
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EDUCATION DIRECTORATE BLAENAU GWENT

Abertillery Learning Community — To Reduce Capacity in Primary Phase

Consultation Session Overview

Date Consultee Group Numbers
in
Attendance
10.3.26 Staff Session 55
10.3.26 Governing Body Session 2
11.3.26 Drop-in Session at the Met 16
Theatre Abertillery
17.3.26 Abertillery Learning 17
Community Senedd
17.3.26 Drop-in Session at the Met 1
Theatre Abertillery
18.3.26 | Joint Consultative Committee 10
19.3.26 Council Members Briefing 18
Total 119
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APPENDIX 4

Session held at Abertillery Learning Community with

Pupil representation from the Senedd

Tuesday 17" March 2026 at 10am — 11am
17 pupils and 4 school support staff present

Questions asked by Primary aged
pupils

Councils Comments

Why are changes being made?

There are too many unused primary school places
across Abertillery Learning Community (primary
phase), which impacts the overall budget of the
Learning Community.

Why is Roseheyworth Road specifically
being considered for closure?

This campus currently has the lowest number of
pupils and those pupils can be accommodated within
the other two primary campuses. It is also the oldest
of the primary school sites.

Will Year 6 pupils be affected?

No. Year 6 pupils will transfer to the Alma Street
Secondary Campus in September 2026 as planned.

How will transport be managed and is it
safe?

Pupils living more than 1.5 miles from the campus
they attend will be eligible for home-to-school
transport. Discussions are also taking place about
discretionary transport arrangements.

If Roseheyworth Road closes, what will
happen to the site?

If the campus closes as part of this proposal, the site
will remain within the Council’s Education portfolio.
An options exercise would be undertaken to assess
where the need for the building may be greatest
within education provision.

Why spend money on Roseheyworth
Road now if it might close?

The Council has a statutory duty to maintain school
buildings. Any required works will not be funded from
the Abertillery Learning Community budget.

Could pupils from other schools be

moved to Roseheyworth Road to save
it?

No, The Abertillery Learning Community (ALC) is
one school with one budget, so moving pupils
between its campuses doesn’t save money, it still
costs the same to run the buildings. Taking children
from other schools isn’t possible either because
those schools need their own pupils and families
usually go to nearby schools due to parental choice.
If there aren’t enough children, keeping extra
buildings open uses money that could be better
spent on learning.

How will you ensure class numbers do
not become too big?

Welsh Government set policy on the number of
pupils in a class should be no larger than 30 pupils.

How will children who struggle with
change be supported?

Good question. If the proposal goes ahead,
Abertillery Learning Community will put clear
transition arrangements in place for September 2027
and will work closely, wherever possible, with
parents and children to support a smooth move
between campuses and minimise any disruption.

How will the car park and traffic
management problems be handled?

If the plan goes ahead, the school and council will
look at parking and traffic before September 2027.






The aim is to make sure pupils and families can get
in and out safely and calmly, addressing potential
concerns that could arise.

Will teachers and resources move to
Tillery Street and Six Bells campuses?

Where possible this will be the case, nothing has
been reviewed yet as the decision is not final.
Organisation Development in the Council will
support staff and the school through the process.
However, we can be sure that any resources will
move within the Abertillery Learning Communities
campuses.

Will pupils be moved automatically or
given a choice?

This would be managed by Abertillery Learning
Community. As with transition into the secondary
campus, the school would work with parents and
pupils to support arrangements and address
concerns.

Will Six Bells and Tillery Street campus
require construction to fit more pupils?

Both campuses are currently under capacity and
have sufficient space to accommodate pupils from
Roseheyworth Road. Some minor alterations to
internal spaces may be required, but no major
building extensions are needed.

What happens to Roseheyworth Road
resources and saved money?

Resources will remain within Abertillery Learning
Community campuses, with surplus items offered to
other local schools where appropriate. Any financial
savings would remain within the ALC budget and be
reinvested for the benefit of pupils. Funding is based
on pupil numbers and is not returned to the Council.

What are the plans to support the local
community?

The school building will remain in the Education
portfolio, for future use. There are no plans to sell for
housing developments. Community links are
important, further investigations would need to be
undertaken should the Campus close.

What happens to younger learners
(Under 5s) regarding transport?

Good question, this will be a priority for
consideration if the proposal is approved,
arrangements and further talks between the school
and Council will take place to support transport for
families and children.

Economically this makes sense, but
what about Wellbeing and ALN?

Wellbeing and Additional Learning Needs for any
pupil within the Abertillery Learning Community will
still be met, wherever the pupils are within the
Learning Community.

Could catchment areas be altered to
bring in more families?

Good question, Roseheyworth Road is part of the
Abertillery Learning Community, so the internal
catchment area is set by the school, as pupil
numbers are falling it is not possible to change a
neighbouring catchment area.

How will staff facing redundancy be
supported?

As mentioned above the Council’'s Organisational
Development department will support the school and
staff facing potential redundancy, should the
proposal be agreed. This will happen in the transition
period between September 2026 and September
2027 when the proposal would be implemented.






Are they going to extend Six Bells and
Tillery Steet campus to accommodate
the extra numbers? Are there any other
future plans to develop these sites?

Both campuses are under capacity and can
accommodate additional learners without the need
for extensions. Some minor internal alterations may
be required.

Is there going to be another school built
on this site like happened with Queen St
and Bryngwyn?

Those sites were transferred out of the Education
portfolio and sold in 2019 and 2022. Roseheyworth
Road would remain in the Education portfolio and
there are no plans to build another school there.

Would there be support in terms of
transport and for those who live in ‘the
avenues’ it limits the number of pupils
walking to school.

The Council would consider additional transport
support for families living more than 1.5 miles from
their allocated campus. The proposal is currently at
consultation stage and transport scoping is based on
addresses rather than individual pupils.

What are the plans to support the local
community and the local area if
Roseheyworth Road is closed?

The building will remain in the Education portfolio,
for future use. There are no plans to sell for housing
developments. Community links are important,
further investigations would need to be undertaken
to see what the needs other than education
provision are required.

Staffing? Are they going to provide them
with a job in one of the other
campuses?

If the proposal is agreed, the Council’s
Organisational Development department would
support the school and any staff affected during the
transition period between September 2026 and
September 2027.

Is there a traffic management plan?

All schools have a traffic management plan; there is
a commitment from the Council to review its safe
routes to schools and traffic around the campuses.

What are the plans to support the local
community and the local area if
Roseheyworth Road campus is closed?

The site would remain within the Education portfolio
and there are no plans to sell it for housing.
Community links are important and future needs
beyond education would be explored.

If there are more children attending
these schools what will they do to
reduce traffic congestion.

Traffic arrangements would be reviewed. While both
campuses are already busy, they have the capacity
to manage additional pupils and travel needs.

Staffing? Are they going to provide them
with a job in one of the other
campuses?

Traffic arrangements would be reviewed. While both
campuses are already busy, they have the capacity
to manage additional pupils and travel needs.

Economically can understand that it
makes sense to close the
Roseheyworth Road campus.

This reflects the financial context outlined by the
Council.






Concerns around friendship groups and
the divide in the ability.

The school understands concerns about friendships
and different abilities. Staff will help pupils keep
friendships where possible and make sure everyone
gets the support they need, so all pupils can learn
and feel included.

If there was a concern with class sizes
in Roseheyworth Road campus why
didn't they begin to try to increase pupils
attending this campus.

Pupil numbers have been monitored for several
years and are predicted to continue falling due to
reduced birth rates, from around 725 pupils in
2026/27 to around 620 by 2031/32.

What will happen to the staff at
Roseheyworth Road campus?

The Council’s Organisational Development
department would support any staff affected during
the transition period if the proposal is approved.

Does this affect the flying start provision
at Roseheyworth Road campus?

The private childcare provider Mini-Me, based on the
Roseheyworth Road Campus, would be supported
by education staff and the Flying Start childcare
team if the proposal proceeds.

Will the teaching assistant jobs be safe?

Some teaching assistants may move with pupils to
other campuses. The Organisational Development
department would support any staff affected should
the proposal be agreed.

What number of children are going to
Tillery Street and Six Bells campuses
per year group? How are they going to
be merged with some years groups
having more than others in?

A detailed exercise would be undertaken by
Abertillery Learning Community if the proposal is
approved. Class sizes will not exceed 30 pupils in
line with Welsh Government policy.

Why is there such little students in
Roseheyworth road campus in the
beginning?

Admissions are managed internally by Abertillery
Learning Community, and falling numbers are linked
to declining birth rates across Blaenau Gwent as
well as local trends.

Y11 feel that there is downside to either
decision, the numbers are low in
Roseheyworth Road however can the
other campuses handle the increase in
classes?

Six Bells and Tillery Street campuses are both under
capacity and able to accommodate additional pupils.
Surplus places exist across all primary sites, not just
Roseheyworth Road.

Y11 commented on the need for an
enhanced transition to help those settle
from a Teaching and Learning
perspective.

The Learning Community would apply the same
principles used for Year 6 to Year 7 transition. Clear
arrangements would be in place, with close work
between teachers, parents and pupils to ensure
continuity and quality of teaching and learning.

Is the proposal primarily intended to
achieve cost savings from the closure of
the Roseheyworth Road Campus? If
savings are made, how would any
resulting financial efficiencies be used,
and would they be reinvested to benefit
Abertillery Learning Community and its
other campuses”?

This proposal is not just about saving money. It is
about ensuring pupils learn in the best environment
and that resources are used effectively. Any savings
would remain within Abertillery Learning Community
and be reinvested to support pupils, staff, teaching
and school buildings. The money would not be
removed from the school.
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Appendix 4a

Evidence of Teacher - Pupil engagement prior to the Senedd Meeting

Roseheyworth Road Campus Questions To Teachers Year 2

Why are they shutting Roseheyworth?
Why will the school close randomly?
But why is it closing?

Comments observations from pupils (hames have been removed to protect the children):
e |don'twantthe school to close because all my friends are here in Roseheyworth
e Allthe teachers work so hard to make school so beautiful for us
e |don't like walking to school and Tillery Street is really far away
e | definitely don't want the school to close - school is my favourite place
e | will miss my teachers if Roseheyworth closed - I'm sad
e | love my school - my friends are all here and all my teachers too
e | do notwant schoolto shut. | like my school
e We are fighting for Roseheyworth to stay open
e |voted no cozl love this school
e |voted no coz |l love Miss Smith and all my teachers and I like being with my friends
e |don'twantitto close because | love the colour of my cardigan
e |don't wantto move school because | love it
e |don'twantitto close because | want to stay with my friends
e |voted no because that's why | don't want to move to a different school

5 support the proposal 23 don’t support the proposal

Roseheyworth Road Campus Questions To Teachers Year 3

What happens if the school does close down?
How is this happening?

What will happen to the school if it does close?
When will we have to move?

Comments observations from pupils (names have been removed to protect the children):
e | don't wantto move schools because what if my friends go to a different school.
e |don'twantto leave because | am very used to being here because | have been here for a long time.
e Some might not want to move because their sister or brothers might have to go to a different school.
e | could go to a new school and get new friends.
e | wantto move because | can explore a new space and people. | would be closer to Tillery Street.
e | don't want to move because you might live too far away from it and you might be late.
e | don't wantto move because if | move | would cry every day.
e Ifthe school does close | will leave ALC.
o All myfriends are here and I'm worried about leaving them.
o | will miss my teachers.
e | don'twantto move because if | go to a new school | might not make friends.
o We will be starting from the beginning with friends which would make us sad.
e | already moved here from Tillery Street.

3 support the proposal 15 don’t support the proposal






Roseheyworth Road Campus Questions To Teachers Year 4

Why are you shutting the school down?

Why does it have to be our school?

What would happen to all the teachers and staff?

Will the teachers lose their jobs?

When are you going to shut the school?

How will | be able to walk to school?

How would | get to school because we don’t have a car?

What would happen if we can’t go to the schools in ALC?

Why can’tit be another school shutting down? What date is the school going to close in 20277

Comments observations from pupils (hames have been removed to protect the children):
e It might affect our education.
e It might affect our friendships.
e They should move people to our school; we have room the other campuses are over flowing.
e We might not see our friends and teachers again.
e When we move schools the work in the other schools might be even harder for us. If they shut down
the school all the teachers might lose their jobs.
e If any of our friends go to a different school, we might not ever see them again.
e | don’tthink | would be mentally prepared for a new school and | won’t be focused on my work.
e |t could affect everyone in a way that you can’t see around you but it is happening.
e Whenyou go to a different school it could be hard to make new friends.
e |f we wentto a new school, we wouldn’t know anything about what’s going on.
e |twould make people feel sad if all their friends go to a different school.
e |wouldn’t be able to walk to school because it would be too far away.
o People will feel upset because they won’t see their teachers anymore.
e |don't wantthe school to close because | love it. | will be sad forever if it closed.

0 support the proposal 18 don’t support the proposal

Roseheyworth Road Campus Questions To Teachers Year 5

When will it shut if it does close?

Why are you even shutting it down in the first place?
Are you going to knock the school down?

If it does close, what will be here instead?

Comments observations from pupils (names have been removed to protect the children):
e Angry -it's the only school that | have in walking distance from my house
e Confused - why did they waste money putting in the security doors
e Sad-we've all been in school since reception and ‘Mini Me’s, to see it close would be very sad
o Nervous -1 don't know how I'll fit into a different campus.
o Frightened - | might be spilt up from my friends
e Anxious - all my friends go to this school and | don't want to be split up from them

2 support the proposal 10 don’t support the proposal

Roseheyworth Road Campus Questions To Teachers Year 6

Why are you making changes to the school if you're just going to shut it anyway?

Comments observations from pupils (names have been removed to protect the children):

e | don't know why the children below us in year 6 should be made to move schools! Some parents
don't drive so they wouldn't be able to get to a different campus, especially when there wouldn't be a
bus provided. Also some families won't be able to afford the bus to the different campus, it's £1 to the
town, for that it £5 per week. 40 weeks would be £200, just on bus fare, that is a lot of money,
especially if there is more than one child in the school.






e Thereis agood atmosphere in the school, so why would you just close the school. Everybody knows
everybody in Rose Heyworth, the other campuses are too big.

1 support the proposal 9 don’t support the proposal

Tillery Street Campus Questions to Teachers Year 4
What will happen to the teachers who work in RR campus?
What will happen to the building?
Will the building be used for something completely different to teaching?
Comments observations from pupils (hames have been removed to protect the children):
e itisthe oldest campus, itis saving money and then that money can come to the children, we can
make new friends,

6 support the proposal 17 don’t support the proposal

How is there so much debt for the school? Will some Six Bells children have to move to Tillery Street or TS
move to SB to make room for Roseheyworth children?

Why can't the council pay more money for the schools to run?

What will happen to all the laptops and other resources like the TV screens and interactive whiteboards, will
they be sent to TS and SB or will they be sold to make money?

If we close RR will that mean we have more money for pencils, glue and printing because teachers buy their
own glue and pencils because we run out all the time?

Will having more children in class mean the teachers have to buy more stuff?

Comments observations from pupils (names have been removed to protect the children):

e If you shut Roseheyworth, the children will lose their identity and their education will be affected
because they will need to move to somewhere they don't know with children they don't know. One
learner said it would be a good opportunity to make friends. One learner thinks it's a bad idea
because the classrooms will be too loud and too full and we will have less room around the school
and the dinner queue will be huge.

19 support the proposal 5 don’t support the proposal

what will the money that gets saved be spent on?
What will happen to the campus? Will it be knocked down, abandoned or reused?
How will this affect children from all campuses?
What will happen to all the spare resources from Roseheyworth?
How will we fit them in? Some rooms are used for interventions and meetings.
How are you going to make the car parks safe in SB?
What will happen to the teachers? Will some lose their jobs? Would it affect their pay?
Comments observations from pupils (hames have been removed to protect the children):
e |tis unfair for the children who live in Roseheyworth that have to travel - their parents may not be able
to get them their on time and may not be able to afford it. This will impact attendance.
e Itwould be dangerous to increase capacity at Six Bells. Traffic flow is already limited and it is already
difficult to cross the road/ pull out on to roads. It will put everyone at risk.
e Dinnertimes would need to be extended to get everyone through.
e Friends in Roseheyworth may get split up if parents decide to move them - this would impact
wellbeing and attendance.
e Parents would have to buy all new school uniforms again - this is unfair on them and too expensive.
e |t would require more equipment in TS and SB.
e Teachers will have more books to mark and they already work long hours.






Teachers already spend their own money on resources - how do you expect them to afford to do it for
more learners?

3 support the proposal 19 don’t support the proposal
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Uywodraeth Cymru
Welsh Government

Redacted Correspondence

It is a absolute disgrace that you ARE shutting a perfectly good school. Some of these kids are going to be walking over at least a Recorded
mile to school every day so tied before even start a day full of lessons, they will also getting to school soaking wet most days then the
school will be complaining that kids are having to much time off due to ilinesses.

I would love to know what you use our council tax for. It's definitely not used on roads. Street lights are turned off at midnight so it's not
there. Rubbish is only picked up every 3 weeks so it's not there either. Hardly any street cleaners. Less and less police so you are
saving money there. Most council office staff works from home so no offices need lighting or heated. Now you ARE going to close a
school because their isn't enough children going there but got money to build more houses. Do you actually realise that 120 spilt
between 2 school is 60 extra per school. 6 main years in each school means a extra 10 children in each class, so instead of 20/30
children per class it's going to be 30/40 per class, basically overcrowding. Children are our future and this is how they are treated!

Consultation Response Recorded
Proposal to Reduce Capacity and Close Roseheyworth Road Campus
Abertillery Learning Community

1. Introduction
We welcome the opportunity to respond to the consultation regarding the proposal to reduce the physical capacity of Abertillery
Learning Community (ALC) by closing the Roseheyworth Road Campus and redistributing pupils across the remaining campuses.

It is recognised that the local authority must consider factors such as falling rolls, surplus capacity and estate sustainability. However,
decisions regarding the reorganisation of educational provision must also give appropriate weight to:
e educational standards
community access to education
deprivation and inequality
pupil wellbeing and attendance
long-term life chances for children.

This response reviews the proposal against evidence contained within:
e the Estyn Inspection Report (March 2025)
e Estyn’s thematic review of All-Age Schools in Wales
e the Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) 2025
o the consultation document itself.

Query/comment Actioned






2. Educational Context — Findings from Estyn

The Estyn inspection (March 2025) identifies that Abertillery Learning Community provides:

Strengths

A caring and inclusive environment

Positive relationships between staff and pupils

Strong pastoral care and wellbeing support

Improved attendance and effective work to reduce persistent absence

Effective support for vulnerable learners and those with ALN

Positive partnership working with external agencies (noting that engagement with local community groups remains limited)

These strengths demonstrate that the school has strong foundations in terms of wellbeing, inclusion.
Importantly, Estyn identifies the main areas for improvement as:
e consistency in teaching quality
improving challenge for pupils
developing literacy and numeracy across the curriculum
strengthening improvement planning and monitoring
improving Welsh language provision in the upper school.

These issues relate primarily to teaching practice and leadership processes, rather than the physical estate configuration of the school
sites.

Therefore, the consultation would benefit from demonstrating clear evidence that closing a campus will directly address the specific
educational issues identified by Estyn.
At present, that causal link is not clearly evidenced.

3. Evidence from Estyn’s All-Age School Review
Estyn’s national review of all-age schools in Wales highlights several key points:
Successful all-age schools typically benefit from:

e smoother transition between phases
strong wellbeing and pastoral systems
effective sharing of expertise across primary and secondary phases
consistent curriculum progression.

However, Estyn also notes that many all-age schools operate across multiple sites, sometimes several miles apart.

The success of these arrangements depends primarily on:
e strong leadership






e clear organisational structures
o effective communication across phases
e shared professional practice.

Whilst this evidence suggests that a multi-site structure in itself is not inherently problematic , continuous changes at a leadership
level and limited community

engagement has contributed to a sense of mistrust or disengagement from sectors of the community.

4. Deprivation and Community Context
The Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) highlights that Blaenau Gwent contains some of the most deprived communities in
Wales, with significant challenges relating to:
e education
employment
income
health
access to services.

Roseheyworth lies within a WIMD Lower Super Output Area (LSOA) experiencing deprivation pressures.
Educational deprivation indicators within WIMD include:

o Key Stage 4 attainment

e persistent absenteeism

e progression into education, employment or training.

This context is important because research consistently shows that proximity of educational provision, community engagement and
strong family-school relationships play a critical role in improving attendance and life chances in deprived communities.

Estyn’s inspection already recognises that ALC has made significant progress in improving attendance, with reductions in persistent
absence linked to targeted family support and strong pastoral relationships.

The potential impact of removing a campus within a deprived area should therefore be considered carefully, as it could affect:
attendance patterns

parental engagement

early years access

community trust in education provision.

5. Consideration of the Proposal
The consultation emphasises several drivers for the proposal:
o falling pupil numbers






surplus capacity

backlog maintenance costs

sustainability of the estate

concentration of staff across fewer campuses.

While these are valid considerations, it is important to ensure that estate rationalisation does not inadvertently undermine educational
or social outcomes.

The proposal would benefit from providing stronger evidence on:

how redistribution of pupils will affect attendance patterns

transport and safeguarding implications for younger pupils

the impact on family engagement

the potential effect on vulnerable learners

whether educational outcomes improve following similar campus closures elsewhere.

Without this evidence, it is difficult to conclude that closure is the most effective solution.

6. Alternative Options Worth Considering
Before finalising a decision, it may be beneficial to explore alternative organisational models that retain educational provision while still
addressing efficiency concerns.

Option 1 — Phased Educational Model Across Three Sites

A structured three-phase model could be considered:

Roseheyworth Campus Early Years / Nursery / Reception

Tillery Street Lower School

Secondary Campus Upper School

Six Bells Campus Post 16 Vocational Training Centre or an enhanced ALN provision
This approach could:

maintain early-years access in a deprived community

strengthen phase-specific leadership

support smoother progression across stages

retain community engagement while rationalising provision.

Offer specialised options meeting identified needs within the community

Option 2 — Roseheyworth as a Family and Early Years Hub extending the catchment criteria
Rather than full closure, Roseheyworth could operate as a specialised provision for:

e nursery and early years

o family engagement programmes

e attendance intervention support






e ALN and nurture provision
e community learning services.

This would align with the school’s strongest existing provision in wellbeing and support and offer ways of reconfiguring financial
pressures.

Option 3 — Phased Review Approach
Rather than committing immediately to closure by 2027, the authority could adopt a review-based approach using the learning from
the turbulence of the opening of the 3-16 model, linking decisions to:

e pupil roll forecasts

e attendance data

e Estyn monitoring outcomes

e community engagement evidence.

This would ensure the decision supports school improvement rather than creating additional disruption during an improvement period.

7. Alignment with the Vision for Education
Blaenau Gwent’s Vision for Education states:
“Empowering our communities to be ambitious, ethically informed, life-long learners who lead full and healthy lives.”

For communities experiencing deprivation, empowerment requires:
e accessible local education provision
¢ strong family-school relationships
¢ inclusive support for vulnerable learners.

Any reorganisation should ensure that educational access and community engagement remain central considerations, alongside
estate efficiency.

8. Conclusion

The consultation identifies legitimate pressures relating to falling rolls and estate sustainability. However, the evidence suggests that:
the key educational challenges identified by Estyn relate to teaching and leadership rather than campus configuration

ALC’s strongest features are attendance, wellbeing support and community relationships

Roseheyworth serves an area experiencing deprivation pressures

multi-site all-age schools can operate successfully when organisational structures are strong and benefit from extended
periods of stability.

For these reasons, it would be appropriate for the authority to:
o fully assess the educational and community impact of closing Roseheyworth






e consider alternative organisational models
e ensure decisions support school improvement rather than focus primarily on estate rationalisation.

A balanced approach that considers both educational outcomes and community needs will best support the ambition of enabling
children and young people in Abertillery to achieve their full potential.
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The Community Council held an extraordinary meeting on Wednesday 18 March to discuss the proposed closure of
Roseheyworth school and the Council's response to that proposal.

It is with some dismay that the Council has heard about this proposal, given the current poor state of education within our
area and all the indices that show that Blaenau Gwent is near the bottom nationally in educational achievement. We are
also concerned that the Community Council was not brought into the debate around our schools at an early stage. We have
heard a great deal recently about the need to work in partnership, but it seems yet again we have not been part of the
process. You either treat us as partners and as adults or you don't. This sort of action does nothing to cut off the overall
scepticism that that has built up about the use of The Charter and "The Deal"

We are aware of the financial difficulties that many local authorities are faced with and that some tough decisions have to be
made but the Community Council feels that this proposal flies in direct opposition to the Marmot principles, especially "Give
every child the best start in life", that the Council has been espousing in its selling of "The Deal".

We feel that instead of cuts to education, there should be better investment and this proposal smacks of short-termism to
plug a current financial gap with no regard for the social and financial costs that this will lead to 5 or 10 years down the line
and irrespective of the direct damaging impacts to children and their families.

Recorded






There are a several things we wish you to note, and we would be pleased to hear your response:

1.

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

We are disappointed that the closure is purely a budgetary decision and not fully considering the quality of the
Children's educational needs.

Studies have shown that smaller class sizes have a beneficial effect on attainment, albeit small. Closing the school

will lead to bigger class sizes elsewhere in the ALC area.

As per point 2, a more strategic approach to catchment areas could easily deliver smaller class sizes to ensure our
children have a better foundation for their future learning.

30 is the statutory maximum for a primary class. With over 150 children being added to the 2 remaining schools, class
sizes will inevitably be close to or above this maximum (excluding numbers in corridors).

For comparison the average pupil teacher ratio in Wales is 1 teacher to 21.4 children.

Average class sizes in Wales are 24.7 Infant and 26.1 Junior. Surely if Blaenau Gwent children are to improve, they
need class sizes below the National Average to give a stronger foundation for learning due to current educational
attainment in Blaenau Gwent.

Wales has the LOWEST levels of attainment of all the UK nations in the PISA tables. This proposal does nothing

to address this issue.

From 2024 to 2025, Wales lost 567 Full Time Equivalent Teachers and 785 Full Time Equivalent Support

Workers. Surely this trend cannot continue with the PISA results and Blaenau Gwent's results on Educational

Attainment.

Educational outcomes in Blaenau Gwent are among the worst in Wales! A* to A grades at GCSE in the highest

performing authority in Wales is 29.1%. In stark contrast in

Blaenau Gwent it's 11.5% and even at A* to C grades the highest is 73.3% compared with a disappointing 56.6% in Blaenau
Gwent.

Transport is a major issue in this area. School sites are regularly log jammed in the mornings and at the end of school with
more vehicles than the area's roads can manage. This will only add to the problems in Tillery Street and Six Bells. Neither
site, given the congestion, would be able to accommodate any form of bus transport as access to both sites is severely
limited.

. However if no transport is provided, we will have children as young as 4 having to walk over a mile to get to either of the

remaining sites. This cannot be the best way for them to start the day if they are accessing their education tired from the
exertion. Do you have figures on the number and age groups of children who will now have to walk to schools?

Access to pre and post school clubs and activities will be constrained by the availability (or lack of) of parents to provide
transport at different times, and if children are expected to walk this will make their school day exceedingly long and tiring.
The only alternative to this is even more concerning in an area of Blaenau Gwent with one of the most financially deprived
areas having to pay for taxis or service bus fares at a cost of between approximately £6 and £10 each way per day.
Personal consideration for the students at Roseheyworth clearly is not a factor here as far as the Authority is concerned. The
children would have many of their friendship groups split, a significant loss of green space for their leisure and free time,
problems accessing extracurricular provision and corridor working which, at least one of the remaining sites, is already being






substantially overused.

15. Another major consideration is the needs of children with ALN and/or with IDP. The upheaval for these children will be
immense and COULD even leave children feeling unable to attend school due to the level of disruption to the routines they rely
on to cope with the educational situation.

16. Finally, as a minor authority who should be given far more information, if we are really to be considered part of 'The Deal' here
in Blaenau Gwent, a full set of Financial details needs to be sent to us alongside a full set of personal and educational
implications for our children also, a full report on the student and community impact that this closure will have for our area.

17. The proposal only gives the numbers for children of school age, it has not included the numbers of Nursery and Reception
children who would have flowed through to Roseheyworth school in the next few years.

18. Can you inform us what other proposals were considered within the Blaenau Gwent area to make up the shortfall in the
budget?

19. We were astonished to see that 13 senior staff at Abertillery Leaming community have combined salaries off 1.1 million, so
can you point out where this top heavy management structure actually helps to educate our children and is this same top
heavy management structure duplicated across other schools within the Blaenau Gwent area?

Cc: Steve Thomas (Leader of Blaenau Gwent Council) Dave Leech ( Deputy CEO
Blaenau Gwent Council)

Josh Rawcliffe Steve Edwards
Chair of Council Clerk of Council

Dear BGCBC 21st Century Schools,
Hope this finds you well?

| do not support the proposal to close Rosehayworth School

I am a former volunteer "Friend of the Classroom" and would regularly help our pupils with their reading and writing, our local
schools, pupils, teachers and support staff are all fantastic and are a credit to our community

I do not support the closer of Rosehayworth School many of the pupils have additional learning difficulties and some have Individual
Development Plans, as a child growing up with trauma | am very aware of the detrimental effect | feel is going to be imposed upon
our most vulnerable pupils because as | see it top heavy management structure

Recorded






| feel that now would be a great opportunity to do something different not do the same thing and waste money and get the same
results

How can the 13 top salarys be over £1,000,000 per annum? Would it be better to reduce the highest payroll and use the savings to
run and maintain a better Abertillery Learning Community?

| am a former Recruitment and training officer, | worked with the Welsh Development Agency and education service providers such
as BBC Education and NACRO and helped bring Japanese, American and international businesses into our area, I'm off to Japan
tomorrow

Why haven't we got these international links in our schools? This | believe would encourage better citizens and bring much needed
employment and international links into our community?

| also worked on the pilot series of The Biz (dragons den) with the WDA, Welsh Government and BBC Wales, it would i feel be brilliant
to link this to the Rosehayworth School Entrepreneurial Program?

| have documents and reports about the Abertillery Learning Community and how things could be improved moving forward, I'm
happy to have a meeting to discuss

If ALC goes backwards it will not look good for you

| have also started back the Abertillery Film Academy which had a very successful night at the Met, would be brilliant to put a film
together and contact the BBC to show all the positive work that is being done in Abertillery?

I'm really looking forward to your response

Response to School Consultation on the Proposal to Reduce Capacity at Abertillery Learning Community — Primary Phase

1. Class Sizes and Capacity Management

Should the proposed closure of the Roseheyworth Road Campus proceed, further clarification is required regarding the anticipated
class sizes for each year group at both the Six Bells Campus and the Tillery Street Campus.

While the consultation document confirms that all pupils can be accommodated within the remaining two primary campuses, it does
not explain how class sizes will be managed, nor does it provide explicit assurance that class sizes will remain within the statutory
maximum of 30 pupils per class. This omission is particularly significant given the potential impact on teaching quality, staffing
capacity, and pupil wellbeing.

Clear and explicit assurances on class size limits must form part of the decision-making process. In addition, the consultation should
provide detailed information addressing the following:

What are the projected class sizes at the Six Bells and Tillery Street campuses following pupil redistribution?






Will the number of mixed-age classes increase as a result of the proposal?
How will additional pupils impact teacher workload, classroom management, and the availability of teaching assistants?

Will specialist support, including Additional Learning Needs (ALN/SEN) provision and pastoral support, be maintained at current
levels, or reduced?

What is the current educational performance of each campus, and how is it anticipated that this may change following reorganisation?

Without this information, parents and stakeholders are unable to properly assess whether the proposal can be implemented without
detriment to educational standards, staff capacity, or learner support.

2. Nursery Provision and Early Years Capacity

The consultation also fails to adequately consider the impact on nursery provision across the primary campuses. While it is
acknowledged that the consultation formally relates to statutory school-age pupils (Reception to Year 6), nursery provision is an
integral component of the Abertillery Learning Community and cannot be realistically separated from wider capacity and infrastructure
planning.

Children who would have attended the Roseheyworth Road Campus nursery will still require accessible and appropriate early years
provision should the closure proceed. However, the consultation does not demonstrate how nursery-age children would be safely or
sustainably accommodated at the remaining campuses.

In particular, there is a lack of information regarding:
¢ Anticipated nursery numbers at the Six Bells and Tillery Street campuses;
e Whether sufficient physical space exists to accommodate additional nursery pupils;
o Whether staffing levels and early years resources are adequate to absorb additional demand.

This information is essential to ensure continuity of early years provision and to provide parents with confidence that capacity
pressures are being responsibly and sustainably managed across all age groups, not solely statutory-age pupils.

3. Capacity, Infrastructure, and Capital Investment
Should the closure of the Roseheyworth Road Campus proceed, the consultation does not adequately explain how the capacity and
infrastructure of the Six Bells and Tillery Street campuses will be affected.
In particular, clarification is required on:
o Whether temporary or additional classrooms will be required;
o Whether existing facilities (toilets, dining areas, playgrounds and circulation space) are adequate for increased pupil numbers;
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¢ How dining arrangements will be expanded or reorganised to accommodate additional pupils without reducing quality or
increasing supervision risks;
o What investment or capital works are planned at the receiving campuses to support increased demand.

The absence of this information makes it difficult to assess whether the proposal is practically deliverable without placing undue strain
on facilities that are already in use.

4. Safe Routes, Accessibility, and Learner Travel
The consultation states that parents will be free to choose whether their child attends the Six Bells Campus or the Tillery Street
Campus. However, it does not identify, assess, or evidence safe walking routes to either site.

There is particular concern for pupils attending the Six Bells Campus who live north of Station Hill, where young children would be
required to cross busy roads and negotiate a complex junction. Without a formal assessment of safe walking routes and clearly
identified mitigation measures (such as controlled crossings, traffic calming, or supervised crossings), it is difficult to see how parental
choice can be exercised meaningfully or safely.

Where a safe walking route cannot be clearly demonstrated, home-to-school transport should be provided for pupils attending that
campus. This issue should be addressed directly within the consultation, rather than assumed.

5. Transport Eligibility and Equity

The consultation highlights that home-to-school transport will generally only be considered where walking distance exceeds 1.5 miles.
While this criterion is noted, the consultation itself acknowledges that a significant number of pupils attending the Roseheyworth Road
Campus reside within the Cwmtillery ward, one of the more deprived areas in the borough, with low levels of car ownership. Families
in this area are therefore more likely to rely on walking as their primary mode of travel.

Guidance on learner travel and active travel makes clear that distance alone is not determinative. Factors such as gradient, route
safety, route complexity, and physical exertion—particularly for younger pupils—must be considered collectively. A route that appears
acceptable on distance alone may still be unsuitable for daily pedestrian use.

This is particularly relevant for households in Arael View and the surrounding area. While the walking distance to the Six Bells
Campus may fall within the 1.5-mile threshold, pupils would face a significant uphill return journey, which would be especially
challenging for younger children and early years pupils.

The physical demands of such a route, combined with weather conditions and road safety considerations, raise concerns about
sustainability and possible impacts on attendance and punctuality.

Accordingly, the application of a strict distance-based threshold without proper consideration of topography, safety, and
socioeconomic context is inappropriate and risks disproportionately disadvantaging families in deprived communities.
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6. Lack of Adequate Parking and Highway Impact
A further concern relates to parking and highway safety around both the Six Bells and Tillery Street campuses. Both sites already
experience insufficient parking capacity for drop-off and collection at peak times.

Recent examples, particularly at the start of the academic year, have seen residents of Newall Street unable to leave their properties
due to pavement parking and blocked entrances. In some cases, residents have been delayed in collecting their own children as a
result.

The issue has been sufficiently serious that police have been required to attend on multiple occasions during the current academic
year to monitor parking behaviour and discourage unsafe practices, highlighting that this is an ongoing and recognised safety issue.

Despite this, the consultation does not address how existing parking pressures will be managed, nor how the Council intends to
prevent these problems from worsening if additional pupils are transferred to the remaining campuses. There is no parking capacity
assessment, no traffic management strategy, and no reference to highway safety mitigation.

Without a clear plan, the proposal risks exacerbating congestion, increasing conflict between residents and parents, and undermining
safe access for pupils.

7. Alternatives to Closure

The consultation refers to a list of options considered; however, further clarity is required on:

What genuine alternatives to full closure were fully explored;

Whether partial closure or phased reduction was considered in greater detail;

Whether the use or rental of surplus space was explored;

Whether catchment changes were considered as a demand-management tool;

Why these options were ultimately rejected.

More transparency on the appraisal of these alternatives is required to demonstrate that closure is the only viable option.
Conclusion

Given the concerns outlined above, particularly around class sizes, early years provision, infrastructure capacity, transport safety,
equity of access, and parking impacts, we do not consider that the proposed closure of the Roseheyworth Road Campus can be

supported at this stage.

The issues raised in this response require further evidence, clarification, and mitigation before the consultation process moves forward
or any decision is taken.
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Councillor Keith Chaplin/ Councillor Ross Leadbeater

Estyn response to the proposal to reduce the capacity at Abertillery Learning Community Primary Phase

Introduction

This report has been prepared by His Majesty’s Inspectors of Education and Training in Wales.

Under the terms of the School Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013 and its associated Code, proposers are required to send
consultation documents to Estyn. However, Estyn is not a body which is required to act in accordance with the Code and the Act
places no statutory requirements on Estyn in respect of school organisation matters. Therefore as a body being consulted, Estyn will
provide their opinion only on the overall merits of school organisation proposals.

Estyn has considered the educational aspects of the proposal and has produced the following response to the information provided by
the proposer.

Summary/conclusion

The proposal to reduce the physical capacity of Abertillery learning Community by closing Roseheyworth Road Campus and moving
pupils to the remaining campuses (Six Bells Campus and Tillery Street Campus) is likely to at least maintain the standard of education
provision and outcomes for pupils in the school.

Description and benefits
The local authority has provided a clear rationale for the proposal and provided detailed descriptions of their aims and timetables for
statutory procedures.

The proposal outlines associated benefits and disadvantages clearly. The local authority have considered suitable alternatives and
provided reasons why these have been discounted. These appear to be reasonable and equitable.

The proposal identifies and considers associated risks suitably. The local authority have considered the impact that changes will have
on learner travel and pledge to continue to provide free transport for children attending their nearest suitable school in line with
existing policy arrangements.

The consultation outlines how the preferred option will reduce the number of surplus places appropriately.
The consultation has taken sufficient account of the impact of the proposals on Welsh medium provision within the local authority,
stating that the proposal will not have an impact on the availability of Welsh-medium school places. This appears reasonable.

The proposal considers the financial costs of the proposal suitably noting that Abertillery Learning Community is facing a significant
deficit projection for the 2025/26 financial year. The proposal considers that if no action is taken, the deficit is expected to increase
significantly over the next five years, placing the school in an unsustainable financial position. Taking into account the figures
provided, this appears to be a reasonable consideration.

Recorded
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The proposal notes that an estimated cost of £100,000 will be required to increase the accommodation at the remaining two
campuses. This will be financed from existing maintenance budgets.

The local authority has provided a Welsh Language Impact Assessment as part of this proposal.

The local authority has provided a Community Impact Assessment as part of this proposal.

Educational aspects of the proposal

The local authority appears to have considered the educational aspects of the proposal appropriately. The proposal includes sufficient
commentary regarding the expected impact of the proposal on pupil outcomes, wellbeing and attitudes to learning, teaching and
learning experiences, care, support and guidance and leadership and management. The local authority considers that reducing
provision from three campuses to two would allow resources to be used more efficiently via professional collaboration and
practitioner-to-practitioner working. This appears to be reasonable.

The proposal includes a link to the most recent Estyn inspection report along with relevant text from the report. Following inspection,
Estyn placed Abertillery Learning Community in the statutory follow up category of requiring special measures. This does not appear
to have been highlighted.

The proposal considers that the proposal will not negatively impact provision for ALN pupils. This also appears to be reasonable.
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Estyn response to the proposal to reduce the capacity at Abertillery Learning
Community Primary Phase

Introduction

This report has been prepared by His Majesty’s Inspectors of Education and Training in
Wales.

Under the terms of the School Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013 and its
associated Code, proposers are required to send consultation documents to Estyn.
However, Estyn is not a body which is required to act in accordance with the Code and the
Act places no statutory requirements on Estyn in respect of school organisation matters.
Therefore as a body being consulted, Estyn will provide their opinion only on the overall
merits of school organisation proposals.

Estyn has considered the educational aspects of the proposal and has produced the
following response to the information provided by the proposer.

Summary/conclusion

The proposal to reduce the physical capacity of Abertillery learning Community by closing
Roseheyworth Road Campus and moving pupils to the remaining campuses (Six Bells
Campus and Tillery Street Campus) is likely to at least maintain the standard of education
provision and outcomes for pupils in the school.

Description and benefits

The local authority has provided a clear rationale for the proposal and provided detailed
descriptions of their aims and timetables for statutory procedures.

The proposal outlines associated benefits and disadvantages clearly. The local authority
have considered suitable alternatives and provided reasons why these have been
discounted. These appear to be reasonable and equitable.

The proposal identifies and considers associated risks suitably. The local authority have
considered the impact that changes will have on learner travel and pledge to continue to
provide free transport for children attending their nearest suitable school in line with
existing policy arrangements.





The consultation outlines how the preferred option will reduce the number of surplus

places appropriately.

The consultation has taken sufficient account of the impact of the proposals on Welsh
medium provision within the local authority, stating that the proposal will not have an
impact on the availability of Welsh-medium school places. This appears reasonable.

The proposal considers the financial costs of the proposal suitably noting that Abertillery
Learning Community is facing a significant deficit projection for the 2025/26 financial year.
The proposal considers that if no action is taken, the deficit is expected to increase
significantly over the next five years, placing the school in an unsustainable financial
position. Taking into account the figures provided, this appears to be a reasonable
consideration.

The proposal notes that an estimated cost of £100,000 will be required to increase the
accommodation at the remaining two campuses. This will be financed from existing
maintenance budgets.

The local authority has provided a Welsh Language Impact Assessment as part of this

proposal.
The local authority has provided a Community Impact Assessment as part of this proposal.
Educational aspects of the proposal

The local authority appears to have considered the educational aspects of the proposal
appropriately. The proposal includes sufficient commentary regarding the expected
impact of the proposal on pupil outcomes, wellbeing and attitudes to learning, teaching
and learning experiences, care, support and guidance and leadership and management.
The local authority considers that reducing provision from three campuses to two would
allow resources to be used more efficiently via professional collaboration and practitioner-
to-practitioner working. This appears to be reasonable.

The proposal includes a link to the most recent Estyn inspection report along with relevant
text from the report. Following inspection, Estyn placed Abertillery Learning Community in
the statutory follow up category of requiring special measures. This does not appear to
have been highlighted.

The proposal considers that the proposal will not negatively impact provision for ALN
pupils. This also appears to be reasonable.
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The Council’s Response to ESTYN

The Local Authority would like to thank Estyn for its consideration of the proposal to
reduce the physical capacity of Abertillery Learning Community through the closure of
Roseheyworth Road Campus and the relocation of pupils to the remaining Six Bells
and Tillery Street campuses.

The Authority welcomes Estyn’s conclusion that the proposal is likely to at least
maintain the standard of educational provision and outcomes for pupils. We note
Estyn’s recognition that the proposal has been developed with a clear rationale,
supported by detailed planning, consideration of alternatives, and appropriate
assessment of risks.

The Local Authority acknowledges Estyn’s confirmation that the proposal adequately
considers learner travel arrangements, the reduction of surplus places, and the likely
impact on Welsh-medium provision, which is not expected to be adversely affected.
We also welcome Estyn’s view that the financial considerations underpinning the
proposal are reasonable and proportionate, particularly in light of the current and
projected budgetary challenges facing Abertillery Learning Community.

Noting Estyn’s comments regarding the educational aspects of the proposal, including
the likely benefits of improved efficiency, enhanced professional collaboration, and
strengthened practitioner-to-practitioner working arising from the consolidation of
provision across fewer campuses, the Authority agrees that these changes provide an
opportunity to make more effective use of resources in support of improved outcomes
for learners.

The Local Authority also notes Estyn’s reference to the most recent inspection
outcome, specifically that Abertillery Learning Community remains in the statutory
follow-up category. We acknowledge that this status could have been made more
explicit within the proposal documentation. The Authority wishes to confirm that the
proposal has been developed with full cognisance of the school’s current inspection
status and that it forms part of a wider strategic approach to stabilising and improving
provision, leadership capacity, and sustainability across the Learning Community.

In relation to pupils with Additional Learning Needs (ALN), the Authority notes Estyn’s
view that the proposal is unlikely to have a negative impact on provision. The Local
Authority remains committed to ensuring that ALN provision continues to meet
learners’ needs throughout the implementation of the proposal.

The Local Authority is grateful for Estyn’s professional feedback and will take these
comments into account as the proposal progresses through the statutory process.
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Appendix 7 Abertillery Learning Community — reduction of primary phase places Consultation
analysis via Survey

Comments from respondents that do not support the proposal:

| do not support it being shut down!

There should be plans to upgrade and expand educational facilities in the area, not decrease.
added pressure to other campuses will no doubt adversely affect children's education.

*Pupil numbers at Roseheyworth Road School would be higher if some parents supported the
school closest to their home. Learners from Roseheyworth Estate, Arael View and other addresses
close to Blaenau Gwent Baptist Church with siblings having gained a place at Tillery Street or Six
Bells Campus which has facilitated low numbers at their closest school for many years. *Arael
View / Roseheyworth area is already a remote and isolated community. Roseheyworth Rd School
is the centre of the whole community. *Roseheyworth Road School learners have access to the
Sports Fields at County Grounds next door which is a marvellous facility for Physical Education.
Neither Six Bells Campus nor Tillery Street have a lovely real grass field on their doorstep.
*Roseheyworth Road School has calm green views for the pupils and staff from the school. Such
landscapes being beneficial for mental and physical wellbeing. *The road to Tillery Street Campus
is very congested. The street already has residents parking outside their homes which makes it
tricky for 2 cars to pass. Drop off and pick up times are difficult for all motorists who venture up
Tillery Street. The streets leading to Tillery Street Campus are very congested. *Car parking
facilities are inadequate at Tillery Street and Six Bells for carers dropping off learners. Insufficient
parking at Tillery Street Campus and Six Bells Campus without further additions. *Dog fouling
over many pavements. Everyone’s shoes and prams pick up the excrement. Health and Safety
issue in the removal of excrement from shoes and pram wheels. *Parents with children of varying
ages of children would find life tough to walk to Six Bells Campus or Tillery Street Campus from
Arael View or Roseheyworth especially if they have toddlers in pushchairs. Should school
transport be laid on for the pupils from these locations for pupils only, there would end up being a
huge disconnect for parents and the class teacher and very possibly their child’s school. *Retaining
a school building that has no upstairs would seem sensible for learners and staff with mobility
difficulties, especially as Tillery Street Campus lift regularly breaks down and is sometimes not
repaired for many months due to difficulties sourcing and fitting parts for the specialist company
that deals with the maintenance of the lift. *Powell Street, Gray Street, Evelyn Street and Newall
Street and are already double parked with resident cars. School drop-off and pick-up times for
Tillery Street Campus exacerbate the parking problems faced by residents and other motorists who
need access to these streets for reasons that are not school related. *Maintenance at
Roseheyworth Road School is categorised according to urgency. The maintenance schedule can
be worked through at a slower pace as the building is a modern building (26 years old) and
appears to provide a more than satisfactory venue for Roseheyworth Road Campus Learners.
Many primary schools in the Caerphilly area are still used date from Victorian era or just post
Victorian area. These older buildings still cater for the children in their community and provide
enriching learning experiences for their community's children. These older Caerphilly Schools must
surely have a maintenance list in order of urgency that needs dealing with; there is no published
proposals to reduce capacity at these schools that | have read about in the press even though one
would assume that there are huge maintenance schedules with these buildings. It may even be
the case that the classrooms possibly don’t meet modern expectations but Caerphilly B. C. are still
supporting and utilising these buildings, many of which have lasted for over 100 years. The focus
should be on the learning experiences provided for learners and not the list of maintenance issues
that need addressing. These can obviously be sorted within a different time frame. * Online
Forums against the proposal to reduce capacity at Roseheyworth Road Campus have highlighted
the huge management structure that ALC supports. Whilst career advancement for teaching staff
and correct remuneration for experienced teachers is correct, ALC still requires Significant
Improvement according to the latest Estyn Report (May 2025). Working with other agencies such
as health and social care would appear to be a direction that needs strengthening rather than
closing Roseheyworth Road Campus.






1.Assurances are needed that any money saved goes into the ALC budget directly and not into
general education budgets. 2.There are currently two classrooms - one at Roseheyworth and one
on Tillery ST that are being used as alternative provision for ALN children. | know that Gail Watkins
is reviewing provision for ALN learners across the authority. However how can these children be
housed in ALN provision physically in Tillery St or Six bells if closing Roseheyworth means the
classroom space they currently use is needed for full mainstream classes?

A full financial breakdown required on the maintenance cost of all four campuses. why are there so
many empty capacity spaces at Six Bells since it opened in 20197 how many local children attend
the local Welsh School in Blaina.

-A full impact assessment is required for such a proposal. The integrated impact assessment
attached seems to show no negative impacts at all and no mitigating actions. This is alarming given
the school serves one of the most deprived areas in Wales/ pupils will be affected- many have
gone through the covid years and anxiety is a real concern/the knock on impact to the other
schools is not fully explored nor is the loss of a school in an area with no other real community hub.
The suggestion that this somehow 'enhances educational quality’ and provides ‘Stronger
community and pupil experience’ as outlined in the report has made parents very angry as they feel
the council are telling them what is best for their child without providing any relevant evidence (and
i agree with them). The phrases 'consistent teaching methods’, ‘shared practices’ and ‘cross
campus collaboration’ also cause me huge concern - Roseheyworth has been part of the 3-16
model since it started - why is this not already happening? and as such, how can anyone have any
faith that the 3-16 model works? A detailed breakdown of the true costs are also required
(redundancies/ pensions / what happens with the 26yr old building etc). why now? What evidence
do we have that your modelling for future pupil numbers work? where does it leave the
Roseheyworth area - no-one with children will want to live there if there is no nearby school (no
guarantee they will go to Tillery street) - how does this fit in with the blueprint for growth?
Fundamentally, any decision to close a school is huge and the public deserve a full and frank
document that addresses all concerns - the documentation provided raises more questions than it
answers. Perhaps should consider being honest about this just being down to finances??

A great Loss for families and our children's future

A poor excuse about the ageing building! Millennium School, just over 26 years old! Thats not old in
my book! Most unfair to move these children into classes that will then be overflowing. You should
not penalise all the affected childrens education by penny pinching on such an important issue.
What about the health and safety issues involved? These children deserve better Abertillery is the
poor relations of Blaenau Gwent as it is. It's always us that suffer! Try penny pinching in Ebbw Vale
for a change.

A school is a place for learning and growing friendships, young children must not be moved around
just to suit the powers that be, | believe this is just a money saving idea. Is it perhaps to do with
having another 36 extra Senedd members to claim vulgar amounts in salaries and expenses and
councils having to reduce the education and welfare budgets | shouldn't wonder

A school that is only 26 years old should not need to be closed because it costs the most to repair.
Based on the numbers shown about capacity in each year group across all ALC then it is clear that
around 90% of students will be forced to move to Six Bells campus. How can you expect people to
then travel an additional 2 hours and for the people without a vehicle to add the additional costs.
Not to mention the school closure will have on house prices in the area due to no longer having a
school within walking distance.

Abertillery campus is already full, as is Six Bells campus! How can Roseheyworth campus close
and the children be "squeezed" in already bursting classes, they will not get the education they
deserve. Also, expecting the children to walk to and from school, unbelievable!!!

Abertillery dont have alot to offer children growing up, ie Nowhere after school No social events No
children club events Now to be no infant school, why not make place here for the better for our
children in Abertillery

Abertillery is a deprived area of Wales. By reducing the campuses you will dilute teachers time per
pupil. Thus impacting pupils education and further pressuring teachers to spread themselves
thinner. Access at both sixbells and abertillery is diabolical. Why sixbells opened i do not know. It is
dangerous as the access is so poor. Closing roseheyworth will put pressure on families for
transport reasons, pupils with less time with their teachers. And teachers by spreading themselves






thinner. "Saving money" is not a valid reason. BGCB have one of the highest paying tax brackets,
yet severely underfunded areas. Hitting education will impact thr future of abertillery further.
Abertillery is a deprived town and the children here are already at a disadvantage. Putting up
barriers to their education such as making them travel further to school and their attendance will
drop. | am disgusted that you are trying to save money by taking a school away and | believe you
are trying to make savings to pay for extra Senedd members. Also, the traffic in Six Bells in the
morning and pick up time is dangerous. Tillery Street is congested at these times and no one
seems to be thinking of the safety of the children at that school and the older children walking to
and from Abertillery comprehensive. In Six Bells there are parked cars everywhere as the car park
wasn’t designed well and it’s virtually impossible to drive past the school at those times. A very bad
decision to close Roseheyworth and | do not agree with it.

Absolutely disgusting

Absolutely ludicrous to close a school only 26 yrs old. A much better idea would be close the
Comprehensive and redistribute those children. The building is the oldest and needs a large
amount of work doing to it. It's not fit for purpose any more. Send them to that new school in Ebbw
Vale that the council have spent over 4 million on just recently! Close that school instead, get rid of
all those expensive leadership staff, cost a fortune they do. Abertillery won't miss that school.
Terrible reputation!

Absolutely NOT! There isn’t enough room in the other schools and that’s one of the many
reasons!

Absolutely not... there are already people struggling with educational systems and this is going to
push that even further. Isolating children and then allowing others to be taught in an already over
run, unsafe settings which will only cause more issues in the long run for Blaenau Gwent. They
know all to well the implications this will cause though the whole of abertillery, people need to stop
paying council tax maybe you'll stop giving our money to the lazy bastards at the top then who
come out with disastrous ideas!

Absolutely absurd, when the other two school are full already, the infostructure at said school cant
cope with the foot full as it is. Whoever signed off on a american style school drop off in the uk
need there heads checking its lunacy. You go around wasting money on other crap thats not as
important as the childrens education and well being, you need to take a rethink about where you
can save money, maybe a restructure is needed because you clearly dont have abertillery best
interests at heart.

Adding to the already overloaded schools with already lack of resources. More chaos caused for
residential streets nearby which is one big safety issue that has never been addressed correctly!
After the open meeting on Monday i am disappointed to see the lack if thought put into this change.
The impacts this is likely to have on our children is very detrimental to them. Some children have a
hard enough time attending school without being moved and changed. Cost saving why not start
with disbanding the 3-16 branding this will allow you to remove many SLT members which could
save over 400k before pay rises. | think if you speak to most parents they will agree that it still feels
very much like four separate schools having this umbrella term has still not changed the way the
school thought of all it does every year is allow staff to be moved freely i dont see any positive
impacts as a parent. The idea that catchmemt areas will be changing and you have not thought
what will havppen to the children already attending a school where thier catchment has changed is
absolutely absurd. Moving a child from a school to a new school away from freinds staff that they
have come to know and love is very worrying! You have not thought how this will impact anyone.
Why not phase out the school over a number of years so there is not as much impact if it really is
not a viable solution to keep the school. Have a 4 year plan where you can keep part of the school
open dont take on new children. To do this over a year is a dreadful decision.

ALC primary schools are overrun as it is. Children will not benefit from learning properly as they
should in overcrowded classrooms!

All other schools are crowded.

All three of my children have/are attending roseheyworth school. My youngest attends the nursery
and has attended the provisional childcare setting also attached within the school and will be
starting reception in September. She has settled well as has my son and | have concerns uprooting
them and unsettling them. My concern regarding there being adequate room at the other schools is
also a major concern as I’'m aware they are already at maximum compacity. Drop offs and pick ups
are also already an issue.






Allowing another council building to sit vacant & fall to ruin for the purpose of centralising learning
does not bode well for the community or learners. Individual experience for learners should trump
numbers - there’s a reason parents choose to send their children to specific schools. Money saving
by increasing capacity in one school completely disregards learning experience & a “one size fits
all” approach should never be considered in terms of education. Do better.

Although my children have not attended roseheyworth school as out of catchment, my twin
daughters attend mini me’s and have done for a while. This setting being attached to the school
has allowed them to fully understand the school process with them being taken from Ystruth to
there to allow me to work. Mini mes is an integral part of our lives and despite discussions of
relocation, how will this affect my children - another new environment to get used to, possible staff
changes due to transport links, mini mes have also spent a lot of money in maintaining the grounds
they use with regular flowers, vegetable patches, amongst other things. These are all things that us
parents have contributed to as well as grants for our children to have a safe and thriving
environment. | recall the school being built. It's barely an age in comparison to other local schools.
Moving the pupils to out of their home school catchment will have a financial drain on other
parents, have parents who are unable to collect their child from school due to grandparents walking
to collect or having their older child dropped home on the school bus whilst they wait with a
younger child. Parents chose this school as their number 1 and yet again parents are not being
listened to. | hope they come together and fight to keep this school.

Am extremely concerned about the proposal to close this school. The impact on the children’s
education, wellbeing and stability will be significant. Many pupils have built strong relationships with
staff and peers, and moving them to a new environment will cause unnecessary disruption and
emotional distress. For children who struggle with change, routine is essential. Uprooting them
risks setbacks in both learning and mental wellbeing. The transition process can be particularly
difficult for vulnerable pupils and those with additional needs, who rely heavily on familiar
surroundings and trusted adults. | am also worried about the practical impact on families, including
longer travel times, increased costs, and the pressure this will place on working parents. This
school is an important part of the local community and its closure would be a great loss. | strongly
urge the Council to reconsider this decision and fully assess the long-term impact it will have on
children and families.

An increase in pupil numbers on remaining or receiving sites will result in larger class sizes. The
consultation states “larger pupil groups improves social interaction and peer learning”. However,
this presents several risks including increased pressure on teaching staff. Larger classes can
make behaviour management more challenging, particularly where there is a mix of pupils with
varying needs and backgrounds. This may lead to a less conducive learning environment, with
more frequent disruptions and reduced opportunities for high-quality teaching and targeted support.
For pupils who already require additional support to remain engaged, this change could negatively
affect both their progress and their overall school experience.

As a concerned resident | can’t not support the closure of roseheyworth primary school. |
understand that difficult decisions must be made, and financial considerations are often at the
forefront. However, | implore you to look beyond the balance sheets and see the profound human
cost of this proposal. What is the true price of uprooting children from a deprived area many of
which their family's don’t drive and will have to walk an extra twenty minutes in all-weather to the
nearest school, uprooting them from their familiar learning environment, forcing them into already
overcrowded schools and severing their ties to a place where they feel a sense of belonging? What
is the cost of eroding the already fragile foundations of a community striving for better.

As a former parent & now a grandparent of pupils at the school also | worked in the kitchen i cannot
believe they are even thinking of closing the school it’s such a foolish idea and not only effects the
children but parents also my grandchildren been there right from the start of mini mes for my
daughter to be able to work it’s really sad the children are not the importance in this idea

As a former pupil (the first to attend) now a parent to two (was three) children to attend
roseheyworth school | strongly do not support this incompetent proposal! There are many factors
why. The school maintenance is down to the council! Why should the children have to pay a price
for the last of maintenance? And after visiting th school recently with the fire service to undertake a
fire safety event | spoke to a few teachers who said it just needs a lick of paint and new carpets!
Parking? The parking at roseheyworth is probably the best in abertillery for school pick up and drop
off times, I've been to Tillery street and six bells and it's and absolute mess, adding more children






and will just add more congestion to the roads and for safety measures that’s not good for the
children or community! Numbers, upon my visit to the school the numbers seemed more than what
the council are saying. Every class was full except for year 5 who had pupils attend a Local sports
event at the time of my visit. Siblings, can the council logically move sibling to the same school if
needed as it would a mess of one had to be picked up at tillery street then six bells? Plus most of
roseheyworth will probably want there child to be moved to tillery street due to sibling attending the
comprehensive school for pick up and travel home. A small minority will choose six bells this adding
more pressure on tillery street and the local authorities. Mental health, some kids are probably
already anxious and nervous about what's ahead. For example maybe anxious of going to the
comprehensive school in a year or two years time moving them out of there comfort zone now will
only add to there mental health and wellbeing! Covid affected a lot of children especially mine this
will just add to it for a lot of children, let’s act like responsible adults as | assume you all are and do
what’s best for them and there futures mentally and physically. I'm begging you to reconsider other
options | was one of the first at this school when it opened 26 years ago and it was the best time of
my life! All my kids enjoy this school it's one of the best school in gwent. This school made me and
many others who we are today, this school is still young and it's no one’s fault bar the council for
the lack of maintenance at this premises. You built a recycling centre right next to it? Why not get
extra funds to help the school when you did? But most importantly | think you need to listen to the
children too! It’s there future your messing with, youve had your generation don’t ruin there’s.

As a former pupil of Roseheyworth Millennium Primary School, | believe that Roseheyworth should
not be closed. It provided me with and continues to provide a supportive and nurturing environment
for children in that part of Abertillery. It may be smaller than the other primary schools in the ALC,
but | believe that's one of the school's strengths as it ensures a close community in which every
child is seen and heard. With Roseheyworth closing, the surrounding schools would receive even
more children meaning that more go unseen in larger classes. Roseheyworth is incredibly special,
and | urge that the proposal be reconsidered.

As a grandmother and had the pleasure of taking the to school. Schools are a pillar of the
community, at the end of the day, it's about these children's education.

As a local resident living near Tillery street school Concerns around traffic on Tillery Street
Concerns for pressure on other two schools Concerns of birth rate increases not enough spaces A
new school from 2000 being claimed as too much money which has great facilities Families in that
area of Abertillery being isolated with no school in walking distance

As a member of staff with 2 roles, 1 at Roseheyworth School and 1 at TS the proposed closure
would have a devastating impact on my life and the stability of our community. Like many of my
colleagues, | face the possibility of losing my job or being forced to relocate or accept redeployment
elsewhere, which would seriously affect my livelihood as | do not drive. The majority of us working
in these roles are women who depend on the school being close to home so we can balance work
with childcare and caring responsibilities. If the school closes, finding suitable part-time work locally
would be extremely difficult, and travelling further simply isn’t realistic for many of us. This would
not only affect our families but could deepen the deprivation already felt in the area, removing
stable employment from a community that relies on it.

As a member of the Abertillery community | would like to express my opposition to the closure of
Roseheyworth School. This decision does not just affect the families of children attend the school,
it also affects all of us who live, work, and travel in this area. | am also concerned about the
significant increase in traffic this proposal would create around Six Bells and Tillery Street. These
areas already struggle with congestion, parking issues, and road safety challenges during school
drop off and pick up times. Adding hundreds more children to these sites will make an already
difficult situation dangerous. Local roads simply cannot cope with the increased volume of cars,
buses, and pedestrians, putting children, parents, and residents at real and unnecessary risk.
Closing Roseheyworth School would not only remove a valuable community asset but would also
create avoidable safety hazards and place huge pressure on other schools in the town. Abertillery
deserves solutions that protect children’s education and safeguard our community, not decisions
that put both at risk.

As a parent and ptfa member of six bells school, | am extremely concerned with the plans for the
closure of Roseheyworth school. | walk from by roseheyworth to six bells every day and it takes us
40 minutes with my 11 year old, let alone how difficult it will be with a buggy or smaller children.
They will be exhausted before the day begins. It also has a significant impact because children






from other schools come home at the same time and parents can’t be in two places at once. Before
it would be a five minute school run so you could be back in time to meet your other child but now it
would be a much longer wait. The class sizes will be large, the schools are struggling to
accommodate the amount of Sen children then have already, how on earth is that going to work
with the merger. How is each teacher going to meet the educational needs of each child? Will you
extend the other schools? Will the money you save from closing Roseheyworth go directly into our
children’s education in ALC? The parking in six bells is already inadequate parents are having to
arrive over half an hour early to get a Disabled space or even spaces on the car park. On the
journey in there is a bridge with traffic lights we have already been stuck there for around 20 mins
due to the sheer amount of traffic trying to get through during school times. We mainly walk to
school, the pavements are narrow and on the road leading up to the school the pavement is made
up of slabs that are broken and cracked. My child can’t run as I’'m afraid they will trip , there is also
constant recycling bins left out, which also makes it difficult to walk, not to mention constant dog
mess. Roseheyworth is a lovely school a useful building with easy access. | would feel saddened
at its closure and another empty building in Abertillery. | care passionately about our town and the
opportunities it has for our children. We love Roseheyworth school it is an asset to the community,
its teachers and staff are outstanding and the children who attend are happy. Your proposal will
cause disruption to the children’s education, if you spilt them between two schools you are splitting
up friends, and familiar faces across the board. Let alone the children that are already struggling to
settle in school this will have a detrimental impact on them. | know this for a fact because my child
was in queen st when that merger happened, she is autistic and it caused her significant emotional
stress at the time. | understand money issues but as a deprived area surely we should have more
money spent on education more money spent on each child to give each child an opportunity to
achieve their full potential with the school, staff, and resources each classroom needs to encourage
each child to grow and in the long run change Abertillery. If you pour the money it to education and
giving these children the best who knows what they can accomplish. Smaller schools, more
resources and a better brighter future. Thank you.

As a parent i dont drive and cant get them to another school

As a parent of 2 children in Sixbells campus | can categorically say that if you were to go ahead
with the closure of Rosehayworth school it will be a huge mistake. The parking facilities or lack of
at Sixbells campus prove an absolute nightmare on a daily basis at drop off and pick up, with the
possibility of adding countless more pupils which in turn with bring more vehicles it will cause
carnage. However the main issue will be these children, children whose parents don't drive, are
unable to walk their children all the way to Sixbells, children with additional needs who need
routine. You will be causing an enormous amount of stress for parents and children if you were to
go ahead.

As a parent of a child currently attending Six Bells Campus, Year 1, | do not think this school is fit
for purpose as it is, let alone adding additional children to it. The classrooms are tiny, yes they
have a learning street but to add additional children into a class which already has 30 children will
no only affect the education these children already have but stretch resources even further. Having
a class of children 35+ is ridiculous, your education/exam levels at the end of all this will take a hit
in years to come. Also with the reputation of Abertillery Learning Community Comprehensive
you’re just setting these poor children up for failure. llinesses spread so quickly around schools
nowadays, adding more children to a school which seems pretty full as it is is only going to further
affect attendance and again, the poor children’s education. The hall is small, having another 2 full
classrooms of children will put a stretch on the canteen facility’s along with assemblies. Are they all
meant to be squashed in like sardines? Or are you going to segregate the school between
primary/junior? Although we walk to school, this can be a nightmare with the awful parking/driving
standards around the school as it is. Adding additional pupils from a school which is a 40+ minute
walk away will only take a further hit on the congestion, pollution/emissions and danger for children
who walk to and from school.

As a parent of a child that is a carer for my mam that lives in roseheywoth it is detrimental for my
child to stay in roseheywoth school so for the wellbeing of all the children and families that is in the
same situation the school should remain open.

As a part-time member of staff at Roseheyworth School and also a relief mid-day supervisor, the
proposed closure would have a devastating impact on my life and the stability of our community.
Like many of my colleagues, | face the possibility of losing my job or being forced to relocate or






accept redeployment elsewhere, which would seriously affect my livelihood due to my caring role
to my mother. The majority of us working in these roles are women who depend on the school
being close to home so we can balance work with childcare and caring responsibilities. If the
school closes, finding suitable part-time work locally would be extremely difficult, and travelling
further simply isn’t realistic for many of us. This would not only affect our families but could deepen
the deprivation already felt in the area, removing stable employment from a community that relies
on it.

As a part-time member of staff with 3 job roles at Roseheyworth School, the proposed closure
would have a devastating impact on my life and the stability of our community. Like many of my
colleagues, | face the possibility of losing my jobs or being forced to relocate or accept
redeployment elsewhere, which would seriously affect my livelihood. The majority of us working in
these roles are women who depend on the school being close to home so we can balance work
with childcare and caring responsibilities. If the school closes, finding suitable part-time work
locally would be extremely difficult, and travelling further simply isn’t realistic for many of us. This
would not only affect our families but could deepen the deprivation already felt in the area,
removing stable employment from a community that relies on it.

As a resident | do not support this proposal, too much traffic on Tillery street. Accident waiting to
happen.

As a wider resident of Six Bells, this will cause even more traffic than there is at present plus
parking is horrendous around the school. | believe this will cause more accidents in the area, we
have to think of the safety of the kids and the general pubilic.

As both a teacher and a parent, | am concerned about the impact the proposed closure of the
Roseheyworth Road campus will have on class sizes and educational quality. Staff and resources
are already stretched. Absorbing additional pupils into the remaining campuses risks increasing
class sizes, reducing individual attention, and placing further pressure on teachers and support
staff. This will negatively affect pupil progress, wellbeing, and behaviour — particularly for younger
children and those needing additional support.

As | parent who has had a child that went to Roseheyworth. The support he was given was
amazing. | believe to close it will be detrimental to not only the current children but all the children
in the future. Please reconsider your decision

As somebody that works with ALN children in the area, including in Roseheyworth ALC, | cannot
see how this is fair to a cohort of children who require sensitive consideration to their care. Travel
- many of the families | work with do not drive and cannot access public transport easily due to
their child’s ALN. To travel from the Roseheyworth area to the other two schools will be difficult for
families who do not have access to their own transport. Classroom sizes - | have visited both
Tillery Street and Six Bells ALC and class sizes are large already. Many of the children | work with
access a smaller, Nest provision which they require due to needing a high level of adult
supervision to keep safe, adapted sensory curriculums and to avoid sensory overload from busy
classroom. Merging ALN provision will increase classroom sizes again.

Because | don’t want to lose my 2 jobs at this school

Because of the children's education!

Being one of the first pupils to ever attend this school after construction finished. It saddens me to
see the councils proposal to close this perfectly fine school with the excuse of it's beyond repair.
Without having Children myself, i can most certainly understand, this will not only cause stress and
disruption to many parents within this local area but also the children who currently attend this
school. They would have grown confidence, life skills and character within these walls, and now
face uncertain times at a such young impressionable age. If i can understand this, i find it difficulty
that the people making this decision, cant understand it. Or maybe, it's a case of, they do but
simply, do not care. As a local council, you should be supporting your residence and finding
solutions to eliminate circumstances such as this. Heaven forbid, we pay enough council tax for
you to do so. For once, put your community first and fight for what is right. I'm sure you would be
respected a lot more for it.

Bethany Baptist Church is adjacent to Six Bells Campus. The roads around Six Bells campus are
extremely congested at school drop off and collection times. Cars park either side of the road,
making it very difficult to drive past if you meet an oncoming vehicle. Parking in the carpark is
always at a premium as the carpark is used by teaching staff, parents, visitors to Ty Ebbw Fach
and users of the church. This congestion will inevitably get worse with an influx of new pupils






travelling from the other side of town to be dropped off. Car parking pressures will also increase
with additional teaching staff, as well as at drop off times.

Both my children are in this campus and | don’t feel there is enough room in the other campus.
They are both happy and settled and | think unsettling the children and moving them will impact
their education and happiness. It is a lovely school with lots of happy children and good teachers.
Please don’t shut the school

Both my two children went to this school it would be very sad to see it empty and not in use, such
a lovely school.

of my children have attended this school. It would be detrimental to children in the area who would
not be able to travel to other schools. Not to mention the increase in class numbers having an
impact on the childrens capability to learn.

Both of my children have been barricaded or sent out of classrooms due to aggressive behaviour
within their classes on more than one occasion | am concerned how staff with cope with extra
children. As a resident | am concerned about the influx of traffic on the street most people will not
walk the distance from Rosehyworth and will be bringing cars only last week a parent waiting for
their child needed to move for me because they were blocking the road. | am also concerned
about the disruptiveness this change will cause the children especially as my son will be in year 6
in September.

Both other schools already have large classes and trying to merge additional children into schools
already at capacity is only detrimental to all children.

Both tillery street and six bells are at full capacity there is no more room in the classrooms not only
that children with additional needs are not being support enough as it is, also the traffic and
parking is horrendous

Cars at tillery campus terrible if roseheyworth pupils are transferred to tillery campus it will be
atrocious

Children education will suffer.

Children from Arael View/The Avenues etc will have an awful long way to go to get to school
especially in the bad weather. We live in one of the most deprived areas and some people can
hardly afford to feed their children and keep the light in let alone afford bus fares to school and still
have a soaking because neither Tillery St Campus or Six Bells Campus is on the bus route!
Classes will also be so overcrowded, with children clamouring for attention.

Children have had enough disruption in recent years (Covid). It is absolutely abhorrent to want to
close a school that has only been open for 26 years, using the maintenance cost as an excuse is
downright pathetic. | believe the council are not being truthful with the genuine reasons behind the
closure. Not only will the closure cause unnecessary disruption to all pupils, where is the
consideration for children who are classified as ALN or SEN and the impact that these changes will
have on them? Logistically, it will be a nightmare. Class room dimensions can’t magically change
to accommodate extra children. Also, how are parents who do not drive and live too far from
campuses get their children to school safely? Parking is very limited at both Tillery Street and Six
Bells as it is.

Children in arreal view and Roseheyworth need this school as the other schools are too far and
are full to the brim as it is.

Children of Roseheyworth should not have to walk all the way to Tillery Street to go to school.
Children should come before money, also mental health is so important for the children and the
teaching staff you have not thought of any of these factors.

Children that attend this school need to be thought of first clearly have no care of the impact its
going to have on them!

Childrens education is going to suffer immensely, buses going into the schools are a danger.
There are all ready busses going to these schools

Class sizes at the two other schools will be too big. How will the parents of roseheyworth children
get the children to six bells/Abertillery campuses? These campuses already have terrible access.
What will happen to mini me’s? | have relied on them when my daughter was young.

Class sizes need to be maintained at a level which supports education as a priority, my
understanding is that the class sizes at the other sites are at capacity already and adding more
children to the mix will be harmful.

Classes already full in the other campus'






Classes are full now without adding other children

Classes at tillery campus are already to big. My daughter already has to take her lessons in the
corridor. | do not see how adding extra children to the campus will benefit.

Classes in Abertillery are already overcrowded.

Classes too big. Education will suffer badly. Why so much debt?

Closing a lovely primary school and merging it with two others is a bad idea because it can have a
deeply negative impact on both pupils and staff. Young children thrive in familiar, nurturing
environments where they feel safe, known, and valued; removing them from a close-knit school
community can cause anxiety, disrupt friendships, and affect their confidence and learning. Larger,
merged schools often mean bigger class sizes and less individual attention, making it harder to
meet each child’s needs. For staff, the uncertainty surrounding redundancies, role changes, and
longer commutes can damage morale and wellbeing. Teachers and support staff who have built
strong relationships with families may feel their dedication and hard work are being disregarded.
Overall, closing a successful primary school risks weakening the sense of community, stability, and
personal care that is so vital for children’s development and for a committed, motivated staff team
Closing a primary school that is only 26 years old is difficult to justify, as it represents a significant
and relatively recent public investment that should continue to be used rather than wasted. The
building is likely to meet modern safety, accessibility, and educational standards better than many
older schools, making its closure inefficient. Beyond the physical structure, the school plays a vital
role as a community hub, supporting local families and fostering a sense of belonging, which
would be lost if it were shut down. The impact on young children would be considerable, as longer
travel times, disruption to friendships, and changes in learning environments can negatively affect
their wellbeing and development. In addition, closing the school would likely put pressure on
nearby schools, leading to overcrowding and reduced quality of education. It could also increase
traffic and environmental harm as more GpGhuwUu would need to travel further distances.
Furthermore, future population growth could quickly make the closure short-sighted, as reopening
a school is far more costly and complex than keeping one running. The loss of experienced staff
and the school’s established culture would further undermine educational continuity, while reducing
parental choice in the area. Given that alternative solutions such as resource sharing or leadership
restructuring may exist, closure should be seen as a last resort rather than a necessary step.
Closing the school due to financial pressures and falling pupil numbers ignores the long-term value
it provides to students and the community. This school offers a supportive environment that many
students rely on. Closing it would disrupt education and place unnecessary stress on families.
Rather than closing the school, we urge authorities to work with the community to find sustainable
solutions.

Closing the school would be a bad decsion.

Closing the school would create significant practical and safety concerns for students, parents,
and staff. The roads and parking around Tillery Street and the Six Bells campus are already
extremely congested during morning drop off and afternoon pick up times. Adding 120 or more
additional pupils would only make an already difficult situation worse. Increased traffic would raise
safety risks for children, parents, and local residents. Beyond traffic concerns, fitting over 120
extra pupils into two existing schools would put considerable pressure on space and resources.
Classrooms, halls, canteen facilities, and parking areas are already in regular use. It is important
to consider whether both buildings realistically have the capacity to accommodate such an
increase without compromising daily operations. There are also concerns about the quality of
education and supervision. Would all pupils continue to receive the same standard of education?
Are there enough qualified staff to properly support and supervise the increased number of
children? Overcrowded classrooms can affect learning outcomes and reduce the level of attention
each child receives. In addition, many families would face longer journeys. For children in
Roseheyworth, what was once a short two minute walk to school could become a ten minute car
journey, assuming parents or guardians have access to transport. Not all families do. This change
could create unnecessary stress and logistical challenges for many households. For these
reasons, closing the school does not appear to be in the best interests of the children, families, or
the wider community.

closing the school would have a negative effect on every child

Closing this school will have a massive impact on our community my family members went to this
school and its so important that it stays open






Closure of Roseheyworth Road School *Local parents should be allocated the local school to their
home. If this were the case, pupil numbers at Roseheyworth Road School would be higher. *New
families could move to the area with more children. *Arael View / Roseheyworth area is already an
isolated community. Bus hire a huge expense, plus taxis where applicable. Roseheyworth Rd
School is the hub of the whole community. *As a former School Governor, | withessed the sports
opportunities at Roseheyworth Road School for these our local children as they have access to the
Sports Fields at County Grounds next door. Six Bells Campus does not have access to a
designated school sports pitch. Green fields and surrounding nature being impactful for mental
and physical health. *Nestled in the valley, Roseheyworth Road School has calm green vistas for
the pupils and staff from the school. This is surely a jewel in the crown of ALC Campuses. *The
road to Tillery Street Campus is not conducive to vehicular access. The street already has
residents parking outside their homes which makes it difficult for 2 cars to pass. Morning school
opening times and end of school day are very exasperating for all motorists who venture up Tillery
Street. The streets leading to Tillery Street Campus are very congested and have numerous
potholes. *Car parking facilities are inadequate at Tillery Street and Six Bells for carers dropping
off learners. Insufficient parking at Tillery Street Campus and Six Bells Campus without further
additions. *Dog fouling everywhere. Everyone’s shoes and prams pick up the excrement. Huge
danger to eyesight in removing the dog excrement from shoes and prams etc. *Parents with
children of various ages along with babies in prams would have difficulty walking pupils to the Six
Bells or Tillery Street Campus from Arael View Estate or Roseheyworth Estate. Should school
transport be laid on for the pupils from these locations for pupils only, there would end up being a
huge disconnect for parents and the class teacher and very possibly their child’s school.
*Abertillery Learning Community needs to retain at least one primary school within its portfolio
which is one storey to facilitate those with mobility issues. The lift at Tillery Street Campus
enabling the Key Stage 2 Learning to happen on the 1st floor regularly breaks down which would
inevitably make wheelchair access impossible as the stairs and external steps are then the only
route to the upper floor classrooms.

Complete waste of money!!!

Concerned that there will be too many children to a class, may not receive the education they
deserve

Concerned with future increased class sizes impacting the quality of learning for pupils. Overall
impact in pupil learning outcomes.

Concerns for the provision of the Nest class which supports my child with ASD with no
roseheyworth school he has no support setting to be able to attend school safely.

Concerns for the provision of the rest class which supports my grandson with autisum within
Roseheyworth school he has no support setting to be able to attend school safely.

Considering closing a SEN/ALN school that's less than 30 years old is very bizarre, when surely
the older primary school sites are more costly to maintain etc and the potential that sibling groups
could be sent to separate schools is something, | think needs to be thoroughly refined to prevent
before anything else especially if the decision goes ahead regardless of what these surveys show
the public's opinion be it against or for.

Dear Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council, | am writing as a member of the wider Abertillery
community and also a grandparent of children who attend ALC to express my strong opposition to
the proposed closure of Roseheyworth School. This decision does not only affect the families
whose children attend the school; it affects all of us who live, work, and travel in this area. Moving
an entire school’s worth of children into Six Bells and Tillery Street, both of which are already close
to capacity, will inevitably result in overcrowded classrooms and overstretched staff. This is not the
kind of learning environment our town’s children deserve, and it risks lowering the quality of
education across Abertillery as a whole. | am also extremely concerned about the significant
increase in traffic this proposal would create around Six Bells and Tillery Street. These areas
already struggle with congestion, parking issues, and road safety challenges during school drop off
and pick up times. Adding more children to these sites will make an already difficult situation
dangerous. Local roads simply cannot cope with the increased volume of cars, buses, and
pedestrians, putting children, parents, and residents at real and unnecessary risk. For these
reasons, i strongly urge the council to reconsider. Closing Roseheyworth School would not only
remove a valuable community asset but would also create avoidable safety hazards and place






huge pressure on other schools in the town. Abertillery deserves solutions that protect our
children’s education and safeguard our community, not decisions that put both at risk.

Disgusting to do this. Have they thought about working parents having to travel further to take their
children to school? Have they thought about the traffic congestion its going to cause? Its bad
enough at Tillery school campus now. Not only that the school hasnt been there that long, what a
waste of money.

Disgusting, the classes are already way too big, that’s with 3 primary school campuses, worry for
my child’s learning, shocking decision this

Disliked the sneaky way it was disclosed.

Disturbing children with disabilities when they are settled in to this school to move them to a over
crowded class room will set them back considerably

Do not agree with bigger classes in the other schools meaning more pressure on staff and a worse
learning experience for pupils. Especially those with additional needs. The distance to the other
schools for parents living near roseheyworth school would be large. Especially for those having to
walk with no car/driving licence. Small community schools were the driving force of villages, and
these crammed super schools are going to have detrimental effects on all involved.

Do not agree with closing Roseheyworth school

Do not agree with the closure

Do not close

Do not support proposal

Doesn’t seem necessary to close this school. Too many cons compared to pros.

Don’t Agree with School Closing

Don’t close down the school

Don't agree with school closure. Will disrupt children and all staff.

Don't close Roseheyworth School

dont like it keep roseheyworth

Dont support closure of school

Dont support closure of school

Don't think it should shut it's a necessity for the children of Roseheyworth.

Education in the valley can be very poor. To hear classrooms are already operating at full capacity
with expectations to add more pupils into the classrooms is beyond belief.

Education is most important, don't shut roseheyworth school

Every time | go past this school in the mornings the vast majority of parents walk their child here
from the surrounding area now if this school was here how do you suppose these poor children
walk to a school far away from home, you would simply be adding more danger that isn’t
necessary as I've lived in this area of Abertillery all my like | also went to this school as my parent
don’t drive and it was very close to us | know how dangerous the walk towards town is due to
irresponsible drivers and | still see it now when I’'m at the bus stop taking my son to his school, you
have completely disregard the children and parents doing this matter and | hope each and every
single one fight back and show that you are making extreme and silly decisions, I'd also like to add
the 2 schools you would cram those children in have enough issues going on with overcrowding as
it is so | propose you look into that first.

Fears for overcrowding at alternative sites. Unsettling the young people at the current site leading
to a detrimental impact on learning. Increased distance to travel to alternative sites leading to more
using a car causing an increased volume in congestion around the alternative sites.

Financial issues- it's a problem with too many staff at the top. Staff structure needs looking at.
Primary is being punished for 3-16 nightmare.

Firstly & most importantly i am a parent of two children at Roseheyworth. My youngest child is in
year 1. She has had a rough start to life suffering from hip dysplacia & spending 18 months in a full
body cast from her chest down to her feet. She trusts & has built fantastic relationships with her
current teachers at Roseheyworth & feels safe in her environment. To uproot her from her safe
place i believe would be detrimental to her mental health & wellbeing. She struggles in busy
environments & even the thought of her class size being any bigger than it is scares us & her.

She has thrived since nursery & has even become one of Roseheyworths MAT students. It
makes my daughter, myself & my husband feel incredibly anxious about the prospect of her
moving schools. The worry of regression in our child is incomprehensible at the moment. Our






other child is currently in year 4. Again, he relies heavily on the trust & relationships he has built
with the staff & the safety he feels within the building at Roseheyworth. His class size is one of
the smallest at Roseheyworth. Currently 17 children. He thrives in this class as do his friends. He
is 9 & his reading is currently at comprehensive level. Putting him into a much larger class size
would 100% effect his education. His teacher is currently in the position to be able to provide
plenty of targeted learning which has benefited our child greatly. Ive asked my son how he would
feel in a larger class & a larger school. He feels very anxious at the prospect & im not surprised
given that he is only 9. If school closure goes ahead our son will be moved at the final year of
primary school. | cant tell you how upsetting this is for us. Uprooted at a detrimental time within his
primary education. Upheaval at a time when he should feel most settled before his transition to
comprehensive school. Both of our children also use breakfast club provision. This is something
that we cannot live without as we are both full time working parents. We know that 60 children
currently use our breakfast club provision at roseheyworth. It concerns us that there may be a
waiting list or no spaces at the other campuses. We also wonder where food & fun will be held
during half terms? As currently pupils from all 3 primary campuses attend Roseheyworth for this.
We also worry as parents about the safety aspects at the other two campuses. We know that the
congestion at Tillery Street & Six Bells is horrendous at drop off & pick up times & with
Roseheyworth parents cars added this increases the chance of accidents with traffic &
pedestrians. Parking situations would be horrendous at Tillery Street & Six Bells with extra traffic
& would no doubt put extra unnecessary pressure on pur emergency services too. Walking routes
from Roseheyworth to the other two campuses are not safe, with bus routes & the main A467
being the only routes for some children. There are also parents at roseheyworth who do not drive,
they have children at mini mes & at school. How will they possibly manage? | also chair the PTFA
at Roseheyworth. We have been tirelessly fund raising over the past few years. We subsidise all
school trips & we fully fund trips that classes are not able to afford. We've been raising money &
have recently been quoted for new playground surfaces & equipment. We provide big events that
the whole community come together & enjoy. The school is the heart of Roseheyworth & the loss
of it & the PTFA would be devastating to the local community. As a PTFA member & a parent i
have built great trusting relationships with teachers & staff at roseheyworth. | worry about the
pressure that teachers will be under with larger class sizes & upheaval from a school that some
have worked at for 25 years. We have lots of ALN children at Roseheyworth. The upheaval of
these children would be devastating. The effect on their mental health & wellbeing, their education
with a massive chance of regression & their attendance would all no doubt be at risk. Moving
these children into larger class sizes, away from their safe place & removing their bonds with their
current teachers would be catastrophic to their health & their education. | have no doubt about
that, especially spending so much time with them since becoming chair of the PTFA. We have a
number of young carers at Roseheyworth. One in particular has the person they care for living
directly opposite the school gate. It is imperative that these children remain in education at
Roseheyworth so that they can stay accessible to the people they care for. The amount of stress
that upheaval would add to these childrens lives is totally unacceptable. There are also children
that have moved to the other primary campuses because of bullying issues. | know that there are a
number of very worried parents & students over this issue. | urge you to stand by your new
Marmot council mission statement - Listen to your communities and take bold action to make our
lives fairer & healthier. We are asking you to make the right decision, listen to us. Dont close our
very precious school.

Firstly classes in six bells campus are already being split into two separate classes, for example
year 4 and year 4-5, this is limiting some pupils and now allowing them to try and better their self,
second the parking situation in six bells campus is horrendous, there is 3 disabled bays in the
school (which are always full) the other disabled bays in the guardian carpark are always full, the
car park becomes overfull at the end of school and becomes a hazard to the children leaving
school, the parking outside the school up the road is terrible also, if you come down towards the
school at around 3pm and happen to meet a car coming the other way this causes a standstill
blockage where nobody can move until one inconsiderate person moves their parked car from a
dangerous place or from double parked, if you think adding additional pupils to six bells campus,
therefore increased car activity (if you attend roseheyworth it's because you live close, it is not a
suitable walking distance from there to six bells campus), it will be an even worse situation at the
end of day/start of the day, you speak to the head teacher in regards to these problems and she






passes the blame onto the council (saying it's a council owned carpark) and you speak to the
council and they pass the blame onto the school saying its the schools carpark it's a terrible idea to
cram loads of children into the other schools, when they were designed and built I'm sure they
were built within the measurements for the expected children/people that was due to attend once it
was completed, | think putting additional children in is a health and safety measure that bleanau
Gwent will just ignore and pass the blame onto the headteachers when it all goes wrong!

Firstly the process around this proposal has been absolutely abysmal. | work for the NHS as a
senior manager, and | was appalled to find out that staff, parents and children found out from
Social media. No prior heads up via LA or Governing Body. Secondly, With the way Snr
Management is across the full ALC. You could literally save £500,000 just on Senior Staff. Why do
you need an Executive Head, Two Deputy Heads overseeing the ALC. Then a head teacher and
deputy across all campuses and that’s without the 5 assistant head teachers of the comprehensive
school. | think the structure needs to be addressed before closing schools. Throwing money away
like confetti. Also, if the school is over £900,000 debt, who is accountable for letting this get to
that point? The school employs a finance manager? If they are accountable that's another 30-40k
you can save. Put a qualified business manager in to oversee all the school and to make the
necessary cutbacks. Why do you need to have 4 canteens? Why can’t you centralise the catering
by and transport to other campuses? Again saving staff. Outside of the school hours, why can’t
the buildings be used for community activities? Renting halls out, Renting Classrooms, Offering
Adult lessons and Bringing in third party companies to rent the facilities. So many opportunities,
but unfortunately BGCBC are too lazy to explore opportunities. Unfortunately, by closing this
school you are punishing the most vulnerable and under privileged families without means or ways
of getting to the other campuses. | think it's a knee jerk decision, rather than looking at the
opportunities. | compare you to the WRU taking the easy way out rather than working hard and
putting things right.

Firstly, communication around this proposal to parents has been diabolical, first issued via social
media with very little information which as you can imagine has not landed the messaging in the
way it was probably intended. The proposal should have not been submitted without gathering
views as a first port of call as from the social media response, it is clear this is not supported from
the majority of those affected. Parking/drop off/pick up at other campuses will be massively
impacted with residents in those areas also affected. How is this going to be addressed? It is
already impassible on Tillery Street or Six Bells during school drop off and collection times. Can
we please have more information around the repairs required at Roseheyworth in detail with
quotes for said repairs if possible, what funding is available already and what funds are required?
Has any thought been given into working as a community to resolve any repairs required such as
utilising small local businesses who specialise in this and would possibly offer a discount to any
work required as it benefits their community and with many having children attending the school.
Alternatively, if there are smaller repairs required, Roseheyworth has a fantastic PTFA group who
could arrange for volunteers to support with projects/fundraising, etc. What is the proposal for use
of the site if closure is agreed? Quality of learning - you mention there is capacity at the other
campuses however this is not the feedback/response from families who have children attending
those campuses. They are equally concerned about overcrowding in classrooms which would
directly impact the quality of education each child receives and impact their future. How is the
decision going to be made in terms of the responses received - if the majority do not support the
proposal, what are the next steps and who makes the final decision - names and positions of
individuals with authority to decide.

Foolish proposal that will affect each of the campuses negatively. Staff, children and residents will
be poorly affected if this goes ahead

For many years the education of children in BG have suffered the Abertillery area. They have had
many disruptions over the years. The 3-16 super school has been a problem since it opened with
a number of principles come and go same with deputies and heads of campus the structure is top
heavy and i feel this needs addressing, to save money not closing a school that is only 26 years
old. 127 children where are you planning on putting them? Tillery st the parking in tillery st and
newall st are very bad in morning and afternoon. Im not sure about the six bells campus but as alot
of parents in roseheyworth don't drive is there going to be transport? All this is about money
nothing to do with whats best for the children well change the top-heavy structure you would save
loads of money keep the school that is considered a new building compared with queen st






bryngwyn that were over 100 years old. 3-16 needs sorting my daughter was 10 when this all
started, she in now 23 and nothing good has come from it.

From working at the school for a number of years, | was able to see how well loved and
meaningful the school is. Yes the classrooms may be lower in numbers than other schools, at the
moment, however this helps many children thrive. To shut the school would be crazy, long walks
to the next school, we have more wet weather than dry. It is so not fair on the children. We expect
them to be settled and feel safe. Not to be in overcrowded classrooms that would bring more
stress to both children and teachers. llinesses would rise impacting children’s learning as well as
increased noise and distraction. These children do not deserve this!!

Full breakdown of costs need to be provided these seem to be inflated. How do you plan on
providing transport? How do you plan to provide enough staff and create savings at the same time
funding towards brand new unifor not present, children settlement and mental health affected,
children wont receive adequate learning teaching capacity limited.

Grandparent who is unable to get grandchild further away! Too many in the class. BGCBC paying
too many top people!

Has a parent of two children who goes to this school one who is autistic and as additional learning
needs the closing of the school will be detrimental to her health and well being. Which ever school
they have to go to will be a lengthy walk along busy roads which has not been assessed. | believe
this is more than just a school but a community hub for the area.the tillery street campus already
has severe traffic congestion with people picking up and dropping off their children i have witness
children having to walk on the road around cars parked on pavement i believe it to be a accident
waiting to happen.

Has anybody thought this through, so many knock on from this from job losses to children's
welfare. Do they not matter.

Have you stopped to think about the knock on result of such a stupid idea. Loss of jobs and
confused children.

Having known one of the mums who has two little girls at the school for several years now, | can
see that the idea of the school closing is a distressful one for both her and her children. They are
happy, settled and thriving where they are and the school is local to my friend and fitting in with her
working schedule, budget for travelling to school and she is most upset that her girls will be
emotionally upheaved if they have to move.

Having lived by and attended tillery street campus they are already at maximum capacity and i
believe it would be detrimental to children’s education

His closure will seriously impact children and their families, | work full time for Blaenau gwent
council and this school is on my doorstep. My daughter is currently thriving at this school and it
would seriously impact her academically, socially and mentally if she were to be moved to an
already over crowded school.

How can you expect children from Roseheyworth to commute to Tillery Street or SixBells. There is
not much capacity in Tillery Street or SixBells so where are they going to go. You should
encourage people to go to their catchment schools as some travel from Roseheyworth to other
sites.

How can you expect to accommodate pupils in the other schools. My grandson year 1 class in Six
Bells already has 30 children in it. We should be ensuring that class sizes are kept small has
possible to allow teachers to give them their full attention and give pupils the best opportunity to
thrive and learn.

How much of the overspending is directly linked to Roseheyworth Road? Will the savings actually
remaining in education or be used elsewhere in the council budget? <Will specialist support of
ALN/SEN be maintained. The nest is situated in the only available classroom in Tillery Street, what
would happen to the children using this facility? What about the traffic and road safety? The
campuses struggles now on three sides for parking, is there any thought gone into this when
reduced to two campuses? What will the class sizes be at Tillery Street and Sixbells after the
move, and will it mean an increase in mixed class ages? Could pupil numbers rise again, and if so
will capacity be lost permanently, because there’s no additional room once Roseheyworth is
closed?

| absolutely do not support the proposal to shut Roseheyworth Campus, closing will have a
detrimental effect not just on pupil's but the community as a whole. As a TA within the Blaenau
Gwent area, | see first hand how stretched staff and resources are in schools and if this closure






goes ahead it will just add to the struggles. The amount of children that need extra specialised
provision is rising and there are waiting lists for the correct schools that can cater for their needs. It
makes absolute no sense whatsoever to close a school that is only 26 years old. | know the
current intake is 127 children and this is lower than the other campuses but this does not warrent
closure. Quite frankly the children of Blaenau Gwent deserve better!

| am an elderly lady and the traffic at school run times is concerning people park on pavements it
is dangerous | fear for my life. Having more children attending six bells school will make this scary
situation even worse.

| am appalled at this proposal and how it was brought forward to the parents and teachers by a
facebook link of a leaked email. This is terrible of any council, having no thought for any young
families living in their community and the staff. My grandchildren attend Roseheyworth school and
have done so since they were 2, having attended mini me's. They have thrived and loved school
life. My youngest grandaughter has shown signs of anxiety since this has come about. Shame on
you. We dont have the answers she needs to hear because of your incompetence and no plan of
action being shared should the closure go ahead. Both of my granchildren have made close
friendship groups that now face being torn apart between the other 2 schools. You say they will
thrive in larger classes.... how well do you know the children!? Because this will not always be the
case and the children face massive changes which in my opinion will result in loss of confidence
and becoming withdrawn. My daughter and son in law viewed local schools when it was time to
apply for nursery, there are reasons they chose roseheyworth and im so glad they did. The
teachers there are outstanding at what they do, the ptfa are wonderful, the pupils always happy,
which speaks volumes and all staff are friendly and welcoming. How you would even think of
closing such a lovely school is beyond me. If the council is losing so much money, then i get
closures will happen, but surely a school should never be considered or a very very last resort!
Where is all this money being lost to have had to even consider this proposal. There are so many
things you need to explain. Is there adequate parking at each school!? Both campuses have
already expressed how drop off and pick up times are crazy with cars parked on double yellows
and having to give way on the entrances to six bells, with some people arriving to collect their
children an hour early to guarantee they can park. This sounds dangerous to me. If your answer is
for more parents to walk to school, have you considered working parents!? Disabled
children/parents/siblings etc. | am a blue badge holder and pick my grandchildren up often. There
is only a handful of disabled parking spaces at roseheyworth but i am always able to get one. The
car park is often full, but cars parked in spaces and on the roundabout in the carpark, not causing
any harm and certainly not as dangerous as tillery street and six bells sound. There is no safe
route for my grandchildren to walk to either of the other schools, im assuming you will be working
on making safer routes, zebra crossing, street lighting etc. Safety reflectors for the children etc. |
am also concerned that if this closure goes ahead, how will you transfer them to the other schools,
surely they will need visits, which will be disruptive to their education and my eldest grandaughter
will be in year 6 next year, how will this fare for her. Surely she will not move mid year!? Im so
against this if so, they either need to be moved at the beginning of the year to have the whole year
there before comp or left at roseheyworth until they go to comp to minimise the disruption this will
cause and emotional stress it will bring. | am not happy at all with the proposal of closing
roseheyworth campus. | think if you do, this will be a huge mistake.

| am completely against the school closing. | have felt so saddened at the thought of this going
ahead since your leaked proposal. | have 2 daughters in roseheyworth and have big worries with
regards to how you think transitioning pupils into two different already busy/full schools is going to
affect them. The children have settled in their surroundings and have already formed good
friendship groups which face being torn apart. This in itself will be detrimental to their happiness
and wellbeing. Also children in other schools will have already formed friendships and this poses
new social challenges for our children and i worry that my youngest especially will become
withdrawn as she is already shy and struggles with change. During the easter break, we went for
a walk around both of the other schools and felt really sad at the lack of outdoor space and
facilities i could see there. | was appalled at the parking situation there, especially at six bells. Its
so narrow there and i could see vehicles need to give way to oncoming traffic into the one way
system. The spaces were cramped and i think the chaos of school pick up times will be an
accident waiting to happen there. Are you going to extend this car park to make it easier to
manouvre around safely!? Add more spaces etc. This definately needs forward planning and






should the proposal go ahead, needs to be a factor that i would expect to see improved upon.
Roseheyworth has a spacious car park with adequate spaces and the flow of traffic is easy with
the roundabout in the carpark with the wider road.... the roundabout at six bells is tiny... with
narrow roads, that being busy, with so many school children as well? Im afraid for health and
safety reasons that there will be an accident. We, at roseheyworth, have spacious, wonderful
outdoor spaces with lots of greenary/banking. My children have both enjoyed planting and looking
after the plants and have spacious play yards to run around in. There is a forrest garden there and
access to the playing fields which is so beneficial to the children. The summer scheme "food and
fun" always run from roseheyworth as it is the best for outdoor space and spacious classrooms.
Both of my children have attended this scheme as me and their dad are working parents. For this
reason, we use breakfast club as well. Will their be breakfast club available for our children to
attend!? There is so many positive reasons to keep roseheyworth open, i am struggling to see the
positives to your proposal and can only see your reasonings boiling down to money. If money is
more important to you than our childrens welbeing and best interests, then i am worried. Me and
my husband decided to move to the area as blaenau gwent council always seemed to support
working parents and their families, living in a deprived area, this is important to us. Im beginning to
think that other local councils may have been a better choice as money is clearly more important.
The absolute last resort should be to close a wonderful school, disrupting settled and happy
children who have wonderful teachers and support staff, but this proposal, which was leaked,
appears to be an easy option for you. Shame on you.

I am completely against this proposal. | am a parent of an Autistic little boy who currently attends
Tillery Street Campus within the Nest Provision. If the school were to take on the extra pupils from
Roseheyworth, this provision would have to end as the classroom would be required. My son will
not cope within a mainstream class of 30+ pupils. It is a massive fight to get specialist provision as
the spaces are limited. The school will not be meeting his needs, or the needs of many other
children with ALN. Roseheyworth school is only 26 years old. How can the cost to upkeep repairs
be so high. How will families who don’t drive be supported to transport their children to Tillery St
and Sixbells? Parking around the schools is already dangerous without added traffic and cars.
The streets surrounding the schools are side streets which are not made for heavy traffic flow. This
also has an implication for residents. How will the staff be supported? Will their jobs be secure?
There are so many unanswered questions.

| am Concerned about children safety with regards to walking. Are there any safe routes? Buses?
wont that cost money? if building stays in education - you wont save money anyway as building
works still need to be completed

| am concerned about the capacity at Tillery Street school. If BG council were more strict with their
boundaries, this would not be an issue. Whilst | understand an element of choice - ALC is now a
leaning community, children should be placed in the closest school possible. This would eradicate
capacity issues and spread the load across the 3 campuses. My son regularly complained about
having to rush his dinner because of all the classes that needed to have food, he never had
enough time to eat all his food. Classes are already extremely large with 2 classes per year group.
To stop people having to travel further the boundaries should be tightened. Not closing a school
that is less than 30 years old.

I am concerned regarding the closing of Roseheyworth school and moving children to Six Bells.
The traffic in the mornings and afternoons is dangerous we cannot have any more parents cars
added to this daily problem.

| am disgusted that you want to close a primary school and send young children to other schools
further away from where they live. People complain about kids not walking to school anymore and
how they are unfit and how they go everywhere by car and this proves the point. What if the
parents don’t drive? Also, | am a resident of Six Bells and | walk to the Guardian every day and
from 2.15 until 3.30 the traffic down under the bridge, around Arael street and up the hill to Warm
Turn is manic and dangerous; you can’t even drive up there. The car park in Six Bells school is too
small and I’'m surprised someone hasn’t been seriously hurt. | feel it's only a matter of time. |
oppose the closure of Roseheyworth school.

| am fully againts this proposal as | believe the childrens best interests have not been taking into
consideration, neither has the Saftey aspects of adding further stress and pressure onto the other
campuses. This proposal will severely effect many childrens well being and mental health,
causing unessesary stress, and could completely change the way some children will progress with






their learning. Will there be a full breakdown of the running costs of the Rosehayworth campus?,
this should be fully transparent of where exactly the figures presented are actually being spent.
How does the council plan to provide transport to children who dont have the means to get to the
other campuses? How does the council plan to safely deal with the extra traffic and pupils at drop
off times which are already being reported as dangerous. How do the council/campuses plan to
deal with the extra pupils who are already at capacity in most year groups. How can the council
claim that there will be adequate teaching support for the proposed class numbers? When class
numbers could go into the 50s.

| am right behind keeping the school open.

| am shocked at this proposal and am strongly against it. The school provides a wonderful learning
centre for our children, there is no room in the other schools and the travelling that the children
from Roesheyworth, Bournville and bliana is not acceptable. The school is not old, it is first class.
| am so shocked at this proposal to close Roseheyworth School. It's location is absolutely ideal
and safe for children to be dropped off and picked up safely with plenty of parking without causing
chaos to local traffic. The road is much wider than most access roads in the locality. Tillery
St/Newall St is a nightmare to negotiate already, as well as Six Bells Campus and adjoining
access road. It's sad that maintenance has not been addressed when needed at Roseheyworth.
Please reconsider carefully. | hope that the parents/guardians views of the affected children have
been carefully considered. Kind regards. A concerned local citizen.

| am the grandmother of two of the pupils one of which is ALN. The proposal to close the school
will severely affect his learning and could split him and his brother from each other.

| am totally against closing the school as the effect the children education and well being.

| am worried about the implications of increased traffic at both Tyleri Street campus and at Six
Bells campus. As you are aware traffic during pick up and drop off times heavily effect the area
and it's a nightmare for anyone to be able to access their homes. If there was an emergency,
services would find it difficult to attend and assist if there was an incident. Extra pupils and
vehicles would only exacerbate this issue. Also merging the classes would increase the ratio of
students to teachers. Studies show that larger class numbers directly effect learning outcomes.

| am worried about the volume of traffic getting to work and my son walking home from Comp

| am worried sick about my son he attends the nest classroom in Roseheyworth school he is
autistic and I’'m worried where he will go if the support will still continue and | believe moving him it
could very well unsettle him he’s content in his little classroom now also my daughter is a year 1
pupil she’s made friends and been with them since mini mes | strongly disagree with the school
closing.

| am worried that there will be too many children to each class which will affect their education.

| am writing as a member of the Abertillery community to oppose the closure of Roseheyworth
School. This decision affects the whole town; not just the families directly linked to the school.
Moving all pupils to Six Bells and Tillery Street; both already near capacity; will create
overcrowded classrooms and place unnecessary pressure on staff. We are also worried about the
extra traffic this would bring. These areas already struggle with congestion and safety issues
during drop-off and pick-up times; adding more pupils will make the situation worse for children,
parents, and residents. Closing Roseheyworth School would also lead to job losses; including
roles such as lunchtime supervisors and support staff. This disruption would impact local families
and create avoidable instability in our community. For these reasons; we urge the council to
reconsider. Abertillery needs decisions that support safe; high-quality education and protect our
community—not ones that put it under strain.

| am writing as a member of the wider Abertillery community to express strong opposition to the
proposed closure of Roseheyworth School. This decision does not only affect the families whose
children attend the school; it affects all of us who live, work, and travel in this area. Moving an
entire school’s worth of children into Six Bells and Tillery Street, both of which are already close to
capacity, will inevitably result in overcrowded classrooms and overstretched staff. This is not the
kind of learning environment our town’s children deserve, and it risks lowering the quality of
education across Abertillery as a whole. We are also extremely concerned about the significant
increase in traffic this proposal would create around Six Bells and Tillery Street. These areas
already struggle with congestion, parking issues, and road safety challenges during school drop off
and pick up times. Adding hundreds more children to these sites will make an already difficult
situation dangerous. Local roads simply cannot cope with the increased volume of cars, buses,






and pedestrians, putting children, parents, and residents at real and unnecessary risk. For these
reasons, we strongly urge the council to reconsider. Closing Roseheyworth School would not only
remove a valuable community asset but would also create avoidable safety hazards and place
huge pressure on other schools in the town. Abertillery deserves solutions that protect our
children’s education and safeguard our community, not decisions that put both at risk.

| am writing as a parent with a child at Tillery Street to express my concern about the proposal to
close Roseheyworth School. If all those pupils are moved to Tillery Street and Six Bells, class
sizes here will increase significantly, and | worry about the impact this will have on my child’s
learning and the support teachers are able to provide. | am also very concerned about the extra
traffic this would bring to Tillery Street. The roads are already busy and difficult to navigate during
drop-off and pick-up times. Adding even more cars and pedestrians will make the situation unsafe
for children, parents, and residents. For these reasons, | strongly urge the council to rethink this
proposal. Our children deserve safe roads and manageable class sizes, not added pressure and
risk.

I am writing to express my concerns regarding the proposal to close the nearby school open | am
worried about the current capacity of the classrooms and the impact that additional students and
staff may have on the learning environment. From what | understand, many of the classrooms are
already quite full. Increasing the number of pupil without addressing the physical limitations of the
building may lead to overcrowding and reduced space for students to learn effectively. Classroom
size plays an important role in maintaining a productive, safe, and comfortable educational
environment. | am also concerned that bringing in new teachers without sufficient classroom space
or resources may place unnecessary strain on both staff and students. Rather than improving the
situation, it could make it more difficult for teachers to manage their classes and for students to
receive the attention they need. For these reasons, | respectfully ask that you carefully review the
situation and consider the option of closing the school or making alternative arrangements that
ensure appropriate class sizes and facilities for students and staff.

| am writing to express my concerns regarding the proposed closure of the nearby school
Roseheyworth Campus , and the subsequent transfer of additional pupils to my son’s school.
While | understand that accommodating displaced students is necessary, | am extremely
concerned about the impact this will have on traffic and overall safety in the surrounding area.
Traffic during drop-off and pick-up times is already a significant problem. Congestion is frequent,
parking is limited, and the roads around the school become overcrowded and, at times, dangerous
for both children and parents. With the addition of more pupils, | fear that these existing issues will
worsen considerably. Increased vehicle numbers are likely to lead to further congestion, unsafe
parking, and heightened risks to pedestrians—particularly young children navigating busy roads. |
| am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposal to close Rosehayworth School and
relocate its pupils to Six Bells Primary School or Tillery Street Primary School. Closing
Rosehayworth School would have a significant and deeply negative impact on the children,
families, and wider community it serves. The school is more than just a building — it is a
supportive, familiar environment where children feel safe, valued, and understood. Disrupting that
stability could have serious consequences for their emotional wellbeing, confidence, and academic
progress. In addition, moving these pupils to other local schools would inevitably place added
pressure on those settings. Increased class sizes, stretched resources, reduced access to staff
support, and overcrowded facilities would affect not only the incoming children but also those
already attending Six Bells and Tillery Street. Teachers and support staff are already working hard
to meet pupils’ needs, and further strain risks lowering the quality of education and care for
everyone. There are also practical concerns, including increased travel for families, traffic
congestion, and the loss of a vital community hub. Decisions of this scale must prioritise children’s
wellbeing, educational standards, and the long-term strength of the community. For these
reasons, | do not support the proposal and urge decision-makers to reconsider the closure and
explore alternative solutions that protect both the pupils of Rosehayworth and the wider local
school community.

| am writing to formally express deep concern regarding the proposed closure of Roseheyworth
School, a decision that would have serious and lasting consequences for the community of
Abertillery and the wider area of Blaenau Gwent. For twenty six years this school has been a
cornerstone of stability, opportunity and support for families living in one of the most deprived
areas of the town. It is far more than a building; it is a lifeline. Its closure would not only remove a






vital educational institution but would also deepen inequality, strain local services and diminish the
future prospects of many children. Roseheyworth School is situated in a community where many
families face significant economic challenges. For these families the school provides routine,
familiarity and a safe and supportive environment for children who may not have such security
elsewhere. Closing the school and redistributing pupils to Tillery Street and Six Bells would require
parents to manage longer travel times, disrupted work schedules and increased transport costs.
These additional burdens would fall heaviest on vulnerable households that are already struggling.
In communities like this a school acts as an anchor. Removing it risks further marginalising those
who are already fighting to stay afloat. Moreover, classes at Tillery Street and Six Bells are already
close to capacity. The displacement of an entire school population would inevitably lead to larger
class sizes, reduced individual attention, higher staff workloads and significant pressure on already
stretched resources. Such conditions make it impossible to maintain a high quality education and
would particularly disadvantage children who require additional support. The closure also
threatens the jobs and stability of staff who have dedicated many years to serving the children of
this community. These individuals contribute significantly to the social fabric of the area and their
loss would be deeply felt. Women would be disproportionately affected, as they represent the
highest proportion of the workforce in roles such as lunchtime supervisors, teaching assistants and
cleaners. Many work part time and rely on the proximity of the school to balance their employment
with caring responsibilities. If the school closes many of these women would not find equivalent
local employment, leaving them without work and further increasing deprivation in an already
challenged community. There is also a serious concern regarding pupils with additional learning
needs. Many rely on the NEST provision which offers tailored support, consistent routines and
trusted staff. Relocating these children without guaranteed equivalent support risks emotional
distress, regression and long term disruption to their progress. Specialist provision cannot simply
be moved without careful planning, appropriate facilities and secure staffing. There is no
assurance that other schools will have the space to be able to replicate the quality of support these
pupils currently receive. It is especially troubling that a school only twenty six years old and in
good physical condition is being considered for closure. At a time when many much older schools
across Wales remain open despite requiring significant investment, closing a modern well
maintained building is neither financially nor strategically sound. Such a loss would remove
essential infrastructure that the community may never regain. Residents of Abertillery increasingly
feel that their town is being overlooked and undervalued. Closing a key school in its most deprived
area reinforces the belief that their children deserve less and that important decisions are being
made without consideration of long term social consequences. Children should grow up believing
in their potential, believing that they are valued and believing that their future is worth investment.
Removing their local school sends the opposite message. The proposed closure also raises
concerns regarding several key rights under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child, which is legally binding in Wales. The right to education, the right to develop to full potential,
the right to non discrimination and the right to be heard are all put at risk when a school is closed
without clear evidence that children’s best interests are being prioritised. The rights of children with
disabilities and those with additional learning needs are particularly jeopardised if their established
support systems are disrupted. Longer travel times, overcrowding and a loss of familiar
environments also compromise children’s right to rest, play and healthy development. The local
authority must be able to demonstrate that decisions affecting children protect their welfare, uphold
their rights and do not disproportionately disadvantage deprived communities. If this cannot be
shown the closure of Roseheyworth School risks breaching Wales’ legal obligations to its children.
For these reasons | strongly urge that the proposal to close Roseheyworth School be
reconsidered. The children of Abertillery deserve stability, opportunity and meaningful investment
in their future. Closing their school would take these away.

| am writing to strongly urge you to reconsider the decision to close our child’s school. This school
is more than just a building where lessons take place — it is the heart of our community, a safe
haven for our children, and a place where strong relationships are built every day. Closing the
school would have significant academic, emotional, and social consequences for students. Many
children thrive here because of the smaller class sizes, the dedicated staff, and the supportive
environment that allows them to be known as individuals rather than just numbers. Disrupting
these relationships can negatively impact learning outcomes, confidence, and overall well-being.
We know that both Tillery street & sixbells has parking issues at drop off and pick up & adding our






school into that wouldn’t be very safe. I've chosen to keep my children at this school even though
we now live in Llanhilleth. | attended this school myself when it opened in 2000 and some of the
teachers are still there now.

| applied for my child to attend ALC Roseheyworth as although [ live in Blaina it's actually closer to
myself to Roseheyworth than Ystruth or Coed y Garn and my child attended Mini me’s on site
there. My child was declined so now to hear that pupil numbers are dropping is absurd when you
actually denied the places to make it that way. | know of other parents who the same has
happened too. A parent should be able to choose the child’s school as long as there is spaces
available. It's not always about the home address but where children is or where the parent works
etc.

| appreciate funding and finances are difficult but this is such an amazing school. We need more
provisions like this not less. The time and support they are able to invest in the pupils is life literally
life changing. My foster child would not be thriving and academically achieving with out the
support, investments and belief in the wonderful staff and Roseheyworth. Large classes cost
saving has the potential to disadvantages so many. Please consider your social contract for your
residents a fairer , healthier and more resilient borough - this simply doesn't align with the proposal
| appreciate that with the current deficit, opportunities need to be explored however | feel that
closing Roseheyworth Road campus isn’t the answer. Closing the school would have long term
consequences for students, families, staff and the wider community. During the consultation
process, it has been noted that pupils from Roseheyworth Road would relocate to Tillery Street or
Six Bells campuses. This may seem like a simple solution for the council, but for pupils, moving
schools isn’t a small change. They’'d have to adjust to a new environment, new teachers, and new
classmates, which can be stressful and affect their learning and confidence. Being in a familiar
place where they feel comfortable really matters. Closing their school and moving to a new
campus will affect their well-being. Secondly, a big point to consider is how many children
currently walk to school. This is a huge benéefit for children and their families as it promotes a
healthy and positive choice of travelling to school. If the school closes, many of those children
would have to travel further, which likely means relying on cars or public transport. That’s not just
inconvenient—it adds cost and increases traffic, which are already busy during the start and end of
the day. For some families, walking simply wouldn’t be an option anymore. On the other hand, for
families who don’t own a car or cannot afford the cost of transport, it would mean travelling for
more than a mile each way in all kinds of weather. Imagine having to walk for over half an hour to
school each morning before starting a full day of learning, particularly in the pouring down rain. In
addition, | have worked across all three primary campuses since taking up my post. Accessing
Tillery Street and Six Bells can be very difficult at times. Closing Roseheyworth Road and re-
routing traffic to these sites will make accessing these sites at drop off and pick up time even more
difficult and potentially dangerous. | feel like alternatives need to be considered before looking at
closing the school. Understandably the deficit needs to be lowered but has there been any thought
of looking to see if savings could be made elsewhere or generating income? Could the school
halls be used for clubs/groups outside of school hours? A local school within the borough holds
local slimming groups, thus generating an income. Understandably, this wouldn’t address the
entire of the deficit , but could be considered to generating income for the business. | hope these
points are considered, as | know many others have the same view as myself that closing the
school would be a loss to the community and disadvantaging our learners.

| believe our area needs 3 primary schools due to the locations they are currently sited on and
within easy reach to local children. In these times of poor transport links and volume of traffic travel
to the remaining schools presents a nightmare for parents and children, also presents safety
issues for everyone.

| believe that the facilities at this school are an asset to the local community especially the
adjacent playing fields.

| believe the closure of Roseheyworth road campus would have a negative impact on the children
of ALC. Although BGCBC has stated in the proposal that class room numbers are within
recommended guidelines, i do not believe this to be the case. The number of children per class
would exceed guidelines and impact children's education across ALC. Class sizes would slso
negatively impact teaching staff who are already strained. Parking at Tillery street and Six Bells
campuses cause chaos at pick up and drop off at the moment. Adding all the extra pupils from
Roseheyworth Road campus would cause absolute carnage. Children with SEN would also have






be taught in overcrowded classrooms and these children are already suffering in the education
system provided bt BGCBC. | am shocked that just 10 short years after the ALC merger that no
parent or member of staff wanted, that BGCBC find themselves looking for ways to save money
within the education department again. Where is the investigation into the mismanagement of
funds? Funds that we were told during the consultation process for the ALC merger would cover
the cost of our childrens education across all campuses. Why do BGCBC now find themselves in
debt within the education department again? How has this happened again? Roseheyworth Road
campus is only 26 years old. This is NOT an old building! By comparison, what are the
maintenance costs between RR campus and the secondary campus? How much money is being
spent on the management team? Could RR campus not provide education for SEN children
specifically? Would making the campus specialised provide an injection of funds from welsh
government? | sincerely hope the the council does not go ahead with the closure of this campus.
The only result will be saving money, but this will be at the cost of the children's education in the
area and job losses!

| believe the school shouldn't close as all the kids would be kept from their friends and classes too
big.

| believe this proposal has been made just on numbers alone and those who have proposed this
clearly haven't been to the area to see how this would affect the community and the children as
well as the schools themselves. 1. The traffic and parking around Tillery Street is horrendous as it
is, so to add more to this would be pretty silly in my view, and people would need to drive as
Roseheyworth is too far away for some to walk it as well as young children walking around would
cause significantly more danger. 2. Tillery Street, 4 years ago we were told that the classes were
at or above capacity as it is and the teacher hardly knew the kids names, which is the main reason
that we decided to take our son to Roseheyworth. The fact that the teachers and staff knew every
single kids name that they came across was amazing and a huge positive, this is the kind of
relationship that pupils should have in their schools, so why would you close this school down? 3.
Six Bells is out of the catchment area for Roseheyworth, so how is this going to impact positively
when you will either have big costs on free travel that will need to be supplied, or putting much
more pressure on Tillery Street having to accomodate so many new pupils when the numbers are
so high as itis. 4. This is clearly to do with money, so rather than closing a school of all things and
making our children suffer as a consequence, why not look at the more unnecessary things that
the council spend money on.

| believe this proposal will have a negative affect on both my children’s education. | do not drive
and will find it increasingly difficult to get both my children to schools My child has built up
friendships with a few other children very closely and | know some of them will be forced to attend
a different campus due to location. | feel there are better ways to save money that to ruin
children’s education.

| can not understand why such an outstanding school could be considered for closure, it's record
stands for itself it would be an absolute disgrace to shut such an establishment.

| can’t see how it can be justified that a 26 year old school should close down. Also when other
campuses are already full to capacity it is clear that our children won’t get the school experience
and teaching standard that they deserve

| cannot believe they are doing this. It's wrong doing this to these children, at the end of the day
these children matter!

| cannot get my grandchildren if this school is closed. is my child supposed to give up work! staff
wages at the top of the ladder has to be looked at - shocking numbers and wages.

| cannot transport my children to Tillery Street or Six Bells. how do my children go to school?

| cannot understand this proposal at all. Children's welfare and people’s jobs are at stake. So, let’s
have a rethink.

| disagree with the closure of roseheyworth as this will have a huge impact on children and staff.

| disagree with the closure of the school. What is going to happen in the winter, are they supposed
to be in school all day in wet shoes and clothes.

| do not agree to the proposal to close the school because of children's education (overcrowding in
classes)

| do not agree with closing a primary school and dividing the children between two other primary
schools in Abertillery. The schools identified to take these additional pupils are already operating at
or near full capacity. Adding more children will inevitably increase class sizes, stretch resources






beyond their limits, and reduce the individual attention that each child receives. This will have a
serious impact on the quality of education. Teachers and support staff are already managing
demanding workloads, and further pressure will make it harder to maintain high teaching
standards. Overcrowded classrooms can limit effective learning, reduce access to support
services, and restrict the use of shared spaces such as halls, libraries, and outdoor areas. There
are also significant concerns about wellbeing and safety. Larger class sizes and busier school
environments can increase stress levels for both pupils and staff. Children may struggle with the
disruption of being moved away from a familiar setting, friendship groups, and trusted teachers.
Staff wellbeing is equally important, and additional pressure could lead to burnout, increased
absence, and difficulties retaining experienced teachers. Ultimately, this proposal risks creating an
environment that is less supportive, less effective, and potentially unsafe. Decisions about school
closures should prioritise the educational outcomes, safety, and wellbeing of children above all
else.

I do not agree with closure of the school because of the children's education will be effected.

I do not agree with the closing of this school. The school plays a vital role in our community,
providing education and stability for the local children. Closing it would negatively affect the
children and families.

I do not agree with the closure of Roseheyworth Primary School

| do not agree with this proposal. it is totally unreasonable to expect children to walk to school. If
there parents/guardians do not drive, more thought and consultation should have been taken into
consideration. Children with special needs autistic will be deeply unsettled.

| do not approve of this closure due to the fact that the school was needed and what possessed
you to want to close it and put the pupils into different schools is it to save money? These pupils
will have to travel to other schools and i have heard Six-Bells school is one who would have to
take some of these, so the Six-Bells school which at the time of so called consultation of it's
building i objected to down to it's location and the congestion it would cause, so by doing this you
want to put more pupils into an already congested traffic area which if you should realise that
adding to this congestion will cause problems parking etc and safety and what is the plans for
Roseheyworth school?

| do not believe this proposal has been made with the best interests of the children of Blaenau
Gwent in mind. | also feel that this proposal would have a huge negative impact on children with
ALN managing mainstream school currently BECAUSE of the smaller classes which would in turn
put more pressure on an already over capacity Pen-y-cwm special school.

| do not drive. This will make it so much more difficult to get my child to school. She likes her
routine and will miss her friend. this is a great school.

| do not support it as for one the numbers dont match up.also the other schools are already full
and the children will be up to the maximum numbers in the school and this will undoubtedly have
a bad effect on there learning as teachers will have less time to have one to one and there has
been no thought of the childrens welfare in this just figures on a spread sheet .and as a working
parent how do they expect them to be picked up on time as parking at tillery st and six bells is
horrendous at the moment without the other children which will be added to these schools .

| do not support the closure of Roseheyworth road campus and this will have a negative impact on
the children from all primary campuses. The children already struggle with the class changes each
term and new teachers and to move them completely and separate them from their friends would
be a real upheaval. The parking on the streets of the other campuses causes chaos on a daily
basis and the influx of traffic by merging the schools will have a negative impact on local residents
as well as safety issues with emergency services.

| do not support the closure of roseheyworth school, as a parent of a child with ASD who attends
roseheyworth school, i feel there has been 0 consideration for how this will effect not just my child
but others like him, my son like many children with Autism struggles with change, this will be very
traumatic for him and like him, also i feel no real consideration has been given to parents who
have no transportation to these other schools and feel this is causing unnecessary stress to these
households, plus the current parking situation at six bells and tillery is absolutely diabolical, adding
to this is simply cause more stress and inevitability more accidents. Closing roseheyworth is just
not practical and does not benefit anyone at all.

| do not support the closure of several reasons. The emotional and psychological impact on those
children attending Roseheyworth Campus and also that of the children the two schools that would






have a sudden influx of many other very confused and distraught children into their current calm
environments. The traffic impact at drop off and collection times at both other school locations will
be tremendous and it has to be said that both other schools already have traffic issues in and
around the schools on a daily basis. The figures that have been mentioned for repairs in
Roseheyworth are being taken from surveys prepared in 2022 and some of the works listed have
already been carried out but still included in the ‘to do’ work?? What does the council have in
mind for the current building?? New council offices?? Money spent on executive wages in the
council are astronomical amounts for such a deprived area and the recipients of those wages
should be ashamed of themselves for taking the money. | along with many others will be formally
objecting when this goes further after this ‘tick box’ consultation exercise is completed. As a
grandparent of 3 pupils at Roseheyworth and As a local resident

I do not support the consolidation of Roseheyworth campus for the following reasons. There have
been several studies with evidence to show that increased class sizes will overstretch teaching
resources and harm pupils' education and wellbeing. Traffic and parking, particularly at Six Bells,
is already at breaking point and the car park and entrance is already undersized. Adding further
pupils will exacerbate this and | believe will cause a safety issue in the school grounds and
surrounding streets. Also, pupils' emotional wellbeing will also suffer greatly having to endure the
upheaval of moving from a school where they are likely to be settled and experience a change in
routine and transport - particularly those pupils with increased or special needs.

| do not support the over crowding in classes , it will affect our children’s learning , teachers will
become over stretched , parking is a nightmare as it is .

I do not support the proposal as it will have a detrimental effect on everyone in all schools and
surrounding areas. The cost would still be the same as you will need to provide alternative
arrangement for the majority of children and upkeep of building's. Every child should have the right
to be heard annd have a voice and they are not be pushed around like you are proposing to do.
There are a wide range of children in all 3 schools who will not cope with the move or with new
children move into their classes so there education will suffer due to disruption in classes and at
other times of the day. The comprehension had a big part to pay why the council was in so much
arrears and | think it’s best to have the school all go back like they issued to be not all under one
umbrella.

| do not support the proposal due to not being able to drive it is going to cost me alot of money to
get my daughter back and forth any other school. Also my youngest daughter is a type 1 diabetic
and she has to have special care off teachers which need training for her condition at the hospital.
Giving insulin at snack and dinner time, correction doses when her sugars are high, checking
blood sugar levels when high or low and giving treatment when she does have low blood sugars,
checking for ketones when her blood sugars are high, checking her insulin pump isnt leaking
insulin or has any blockages. Currently in roseheyworth primary there are 4+ teachers trained to
deal with her condition if none of these teachers are in school shes unable to attend that day due
to her safety. So with me not being able to drive due to my own medical conditions and my
daughter having a medical condition herself if there was to be an emergency where i need to get
to her ASAP i would not be able to where as with her being in roseheyworth | am only up the street
if an emergency should happen i can get to her quickly should i need too.

| do not support the proposal for the following reasons: * | feel that there would be too many
pupils in Tillery Street, where classes are already too large in my opinion. This would have a
detrimental effect on the learning of all pupils unless extra teachers are recruited. * the roads and
car park at Tillery Street are full to capacity and a danger to all pedestrians in the area, this would
be exacerbated with more pupils. * the route to school from Gwern Berthi Road is supposedly a
safe route to school. This is not the case, due to the speed of traffic using Alma Street (new road to
left of Secondary Campus), with traffic exceeding 50mph in a 20mph limit! A few traffic accidents
have occurred here, luckily no pedestrians have been hurt to date, but you take your life in your
hands crossing the roads at the intersection between Alma Street, Penybont Road and Gwern
Berthi Road. This is already extremely dangerous for children and disabled people to cross. With
more children from Roseheyworth using that route, the danger would be amplified tenfold! NB
traffic control in this area needs to be addressed regardless of extra people crossing if this
proposal goes through!!!






| do not support the proposal of rosehayworth road campus to shut. All my children have attended
this school and it be sad to see it go. Iv still got another children in this school which its gonna
affect them it will also affect the other schools with the shutting of rosehayworth!

| do not support the proposal to close Roseheyworth Campus. | have both a son and
granddaughter at the school who are both extremely happy in their school and thriving to the best
of their abilities. Moving them to a different school would cause extreme anxiety which will mean
they wouldn’t be able to thrive the same way. The support the children receive from the teachers at
Roseheyworth is amazing and the children wouldn’t get the same amount of support if they have
to move schools as the schools would be over capacity meaning some children would not get
supported

| do not support the proposal to close Roseheyworth Campus. There are many children who rely
on that school remaining open in order to receive a good education. Many of the parents do not
drive or have access to a vehicle and are therefore unable to take them to another school. This will
just add further stress, anxiety and pressure on these parents. Also, with extra children potentially
needing to attend the other two campuses, which are already quite full, this is not fair on the
children already attending them. The classrooms will be too full or will be split up, affecting their
education, friendship groups, etc and therefore adding extra stress, anxiety and pressure here too.
| do not support the proposal to close Roseheyworth School and relocate its pupils to Six Bells
Primary School or Tillery Street Primary School. Roseheyworth plays an important role in
providing a stable and supportive environment for its pupils. Closing the school would cause
unnecessary disruption to children’s education and wellbeing. It would also add considerable
pressure to Six Bells and Tillery Street, stretching staff, classrooms, and resources, and potentially
affecting standards for all pupils. This proposal should be reconsidered in the best interests of the
children and the local community.

| do not support the proposal to close this school. My daughter has disabilities and relies heavily
on the stability, routine and support that her current school provides. A school closure would cause
a significant disruption to her education, wellbeing and emotional security. Children with additional
needs often find changes extremely difficult, and moving her to a different school environment
could have a serious negative impact on her progress and mental health. This would also affect
her younger sister, who attends the same school. Separating them or forcing both children to move
would create additional stress for our family and disrupt the support network they currently have.
The school understands my daughter's needs and has built up important knowledge about how
best to support her. Losing this environment would be extremely harmful for her development and
stability. | strongly urge decision-makers to consider the impact on vulnerable pupils and families
like ours before Proceeding with this proposal

I do not support the proposal to reduce the school. This is vital to our community.

| do not support the proposal to shut down my daughter’s school because it plays a vital role in her
academic growth, emotional wellbeing and the sense of community. Closing her school would
disrupt her education and ultimately remove an important support system for many families. This
school is more than just a building, it is the heart of our community. Closing the school would also
increase class sizes in the other schools, cause major stress due to having to communicate (when
we live locally) On top of that this will cause major unsettling within friendship groups, it will affect
children’s confidence (especially how hard my daughter found attending school in the beginning)
The best solution would be to focus on strengthening the school not closing it

| do not support the proposal, this does not come with any positives for the Abertillery Community.
Tillery Street and Six Bells Campus with be at full capacity meaning children will be getting less of
a teaching standard due to the class numbers, especially the children that struggle academically.
Roseheyworth school has a lot of council property’s who are on low incomes, and they rely on
walking the children to school and keeping that close community bond, as they know the school
well. You are making the children of roseheyworth be at a disadvantage to their peers, by moving
them and upsetting the whole dynamic of what they are used too and comfortable with... why are
the children not at the forefront of the thinking behind this?! Have you even spoken to the children
to get their views and worry’s about the closure!

| do not support the proposal. Closing Roseheyworth will cause distress and anxiety for the child
having to move schools, leaving their friends, teachers, and a place they feel happy and safe, this
will cause serious mental health problem on young children, which would also effect getting them
to happily come to school and effect attendance for the student and the school. The children’s






education will be deeply affected, with too many students in a class, the children will not get the
support that is needed. Roseheyworth have the “Nest” which is for ALN students, the children in
the nest will not get full support needed like they do at Roseheyworth due to more children having
ALN in the other schools, this will massively effect the children of the nest. Parking in Tillery Street
and Six Bells are already very dangerous for children walking, getting into their cars, or driving
away from the schools, many times Tillery Street and Six bells have had to have Gwent Police
patrolling them areas due to the parking and dangerous conditions, adding more students down in
them areas will add more cars transporting children to and from school making the conditions even
more dangerous. The travel time for the lot of parents that have to walk their children to school will
double in time which would make a lot of students late for school. Also some parents or children
are unable to walk far due to disabilities, this will also affect the attendance of the students. Both
Six bells and Tillery Street are nearly at full capacity for both schools, meaning there is not much
room for students from Roseheyworth to be able to attend them schools. The possibility for the
birth rates in abertillery will go up, when this happens there will not be enough room at the schools
for these children to attend which could possibly mean some children will go without education as
parents are unable to get them into a school.

| do not support the proposal. tillery road and six bells campus are already full. Adding further
children will effect their education. Parking is bad at both school sites this will cause more chaos
and make it dangerous for children who walk home. | am aware of certain children being taught in
corridors recently due to lack of space already at tillery campus.

| do not support the proposal. Where will all the children go when both Six bells & Tillery street do
not have the capacity for over 100 students. The children’s education will be disrupted due to too
many students in each class. Parking at both tillery street and six bells are very dangerous during
drop off and pick up, adding more students to the schools will cause more disruption to the streets
and will cause an accident. Many students already struggle with school life as it is and have been
at the school for many years, by moving the students will cause the children more distress and
attendance will go down. What will happen in years time when more children are starting school
and there’s no capacity to inroll students in the schools. Splitting the children who have friendships
and feel safe in school with their teachers and friends will cause distress and anxiety on children.

| do not support the school being close and my child having to transition to Tillery St or Sixbells
campus as the class room numbers are already too high and it will have a massive impact on my
child not having the support and help needed to learn.

| do not support this as it takes away choice, over crowded classrooms 2 children choice.

| do not support this decision to close roseheyworth primary, that school is only 26 years old, it is a
well established school and does wonderful things for every child who attends, my child is
currently in year 4 and loves his school, he loves his teachers and his friends who he has know
since reception, to close the school would mean putting every member of staff out of work, every
child out of education while they wait for spaces to open up and also meaning they are likely to be
spilt from their friends. Tilley street and six bells primary do not have enough space to
accommodate all these children, do you expect children to be put in schools further away ? How
will you get those children there? where will they go? How many of their friends will they get to
stay with? Where will the child care provider (mini me’s) go? Which my son also attends and is
crucial to me being able to attend work full time. You can not close roseheyworth primary school,
the children should not be punished for a debt that has nothing to do with them, the council and
who ever else is involved need to find a different way but closing roseheyworth school is not it

| do not support this proposal. Moving my daughter to another school will impact massively on her.
She has a close friendship group and has smaller taught sessions with teachers due to not
engaging with larger classroom sessions. | purposely chose Roseheyworth for this reason and
moving her to a new school with classes of 30 plus child will have a negative impact on her
learning and her anxiety. | fully oppose this proposal and the impact it will have on the children of
all campuses.

| do not support this proposal. This is a relatively newly built school with amazing staff and
facilities. Closing it would just mean bigger classroom sizes in the other schools which will hinder
children’s learning.

| do not support this. Children need smaller classes not bigger. Staff welfare taken into
consideration?






| do not think that they proposal has been fully thought through upon attending meetings with the
LA is has become apparent that there is very little plan going forward. For example, after
conversing with the LA team about transport needs, it was identified that there is no plan to put
transport in place for Roseheyworth pupils. The next nearest ALC campus is Tillery Street which is
1.4 miles away, approximately a 27 minute walk., compared to the 5-10 minute walk that most of
our pupils make on a daily basis, making the demand to get pupils into school in the morning that
much harder as the commute is significantly longer for those on foot. Those that are able to make
it by public transport or private transport will result in a increased expense for a family that are
already struggling. As a staff member, it should be highlighted that some pupils struggle to make it
into school, on time or at all despite being a stones through away. If this school closes, the LA
would be increasing the gap between our pupils and their education. Additionally, while the LA
team were answering questions it was also made clear, that there is no plan for ALN needs going
forward. Within our campus we have at least a dozen students that have an additional learning
plan due to ALN needs. These pupil would struggle to thrive and learn within a mainstream setting
which is the current plan that the proposal holds. The NEST environment we currently have gives
these pupils their own space to learn. However, with the closure, space become limited, trying to
accommodate for all the pupils, putting learning at risk for those with ALN. The uncertainty
surrounding the future of ALN provision and the NEST environment, raises further concerns, as
these children rely on consistent, specialist support that cannot simply be replicated elsewhere
without careful planning and investment, potentially increasing the deficit. Another topic that was
touch upon was the potential savings that could be made by closing the campus. The main driver
for the closure is money, saving money from the deficit and re-distributing it across ALC. However,
it was stated that the LA are looking to reduce the deficit by £670,000 annually. However, by
closing the campus only £200000 will be saved annually, the uncertainty of where the rest of these
saving will come from has left many employees fearing for their job security and livelihood. Even
with the expected decline in pupil numbers this amount of saving is not possible without cutting
some of the biggest areas of spending namely jobs. In addition to this, there will be a further spend
of £100000 in capital costs across the other two campus in capital costs meaning more money will
be spent, meaning less resources. less job security and less support for the pupil, as the other two
campus have to stretch an already thin budget to accommodate more pupils. It was also stated
that there are maintenance costs to keeping the campus open, but as on 2022 almost all of
Roseheyworth campus inspection points were deemed satisfactory and an updated inspection has
not been carried out. So, while it may save money in the short term, | do not believe that in the
long term these savings are worthy enough to uproot 152 pupil (this figure includes nursery pupil)
and at least 25 members of staff, from their learning and their job. Another few other reasons as to
why | am not in support of this proposal include how the closure of this campus, will mean less
support for our pupils (as jobs are cut to aid with savings, meaning less support staff and more
pupils per classroom), a disruption to their learning (as they move school, losing friends and social
support networks), an increase in pressure on staff that keep their jobs (more pupils per class,
mean more needs that must be met, resulting in lower job satisfaction and an increase in stress,
having a negative impact on the whole workforce), and bigger class sizes ( meaning less
resources and less learning, as teacher try to mean everyone's needs). Blaenau Gwent is one of
the most deprived LAs in Wales with 22% of our LA being within the 10% most deprived areas for
education. We also have the lowest spread of education as an LA (WIMD,2025). We should not
be making this deprivation worse by closing a much needed school, closing this campus would
cause more hardship for those already struggling. While it would save a little money, in the grand
scheme of this proposal, closing this campus would be more detrimental, having far more
negatives than positives.

| do not think that this should go ahead as it will disturb the children and the other schools become
over crowded and that will not support the children or the teachers of the school and its taken my
child so long to settle into school and if you decide to shut the school down i dont know how long it
will take for them to re settle so i do not support the school to be shut.

| do not think the current campuses would cope with the extra amount of children added to them
from Roseheyworth. | think it would impact learners in a negative way from all schools.

| don’t believe this closure will help with the well being of my two children, one who struggles with
social interaction and will find transitioning to a new campus very scary and stressful. They are
doing great at Rosheyworth School at the moment and | feel they will regress in their studies.






| don’t not support the proposal, with having a child in the Tillery Street Campus my concerns are
the increase numbers to our school will be at a great cost to the existing children, the strain on
staff and school will be much more. My concerns are more pupils, teachers will be stretched and
we already know this is happening currently without extra. The Tillery street campus already
seems very full so by adding more, it will become chaotic. The school run alone especially
mornings in this area are crazy busy and is ridiculous with cars in and out of the campus let alone
adding more to the chaos. The lunch times I’'m aware they rush children along so they can get
through it for all year groups. The space in the classrooms. The actual campus site is very hectic
and busy. Also ALN needs to be increased by 2030, these pupils needs are not greatly meet as it
is so what’s the outcome going to be there. By needing to increased capacity by 2030 why close
the school? By putting pupils into mainstream would caused strain in the classrooms, teachers and
other pupils. Surely having the third campus it can be used to help ALN and work in conjunction
with the schools, that way the children can stay in their areas and it will give better chances to the
ALN pupils and the mainstream pupils. Better that than seeing the school close. How will you
decided who goes where? Will there be new stricter catchment rules. It would be very sad to see
the school close.

| don’t support the proposal because it's going to mean bigger class sizes. There are already to
many children in a lot of classes in both Abertillery &sixbells campuses. On top of that teachers
trying to cope with children with special needs. Or just bad behaviour problems. The other children
then don’t get the full attention they deserve. Disruptive. . classrooms. And | imagine there will be
job losses in top.

| don’t support the proposal. This will mean potentially travelling further to another school, splitting
up my grandchildren and uncertainty on provision for my SEND grandchild.

| don’t think a school that's been there for over two decades should be shut down, it's local and
lots of children love that school. Children will end up travelling further to go to school, which could
stress parents that live local.

| don’t think roseheyworth rd campus should close. There are families that unable to drive and
having a school in walking distance is ideal. Kids have made friends and bond with teacher and all
that will be taken away and unsettling for them if they have to move schools

| don’t think that a closure of Roseheyworth Campus will be a positive outcome for the community
and for staff.

| don’t think the glasses should be over filled as most of them are full already.

| don’t think the kids in our area so i think taking a school from them is just so very rude and really
not a good idea

| don’t want this to affect my child’s education in the future | am also worried that in the future there
will be less spaces for future children to apply to the sixbells campus!

| don't believe enough information has been presented on how the influx of children will be
accommodated between the two remaining schools. The figures presented have clear mistakes
and don't add up, presenting lower figures than what the actual sum of the numbers are. The
numbers between the figures presented also don't match or align. It brings a lot of questions in to
how this assessment for the proposal has actually been done and how viable it is as the data
seems less than trustworthy.

| don't support the proposal as it can cause distress to students with additional learning needs
because they are not in their safe and well known spaces with educational setting. It can cause
distress with low in come families and not being able to get to and from the new campuses due to
financial issues or students not being able to travel safely via walking, they are overcrowded in the
other campuses so it will only add to that problem instead of moving students to the roseheyworth
campus to bring their numbers up and decrease the over crowding issues in six bell and tillery
street campuses

| don't support the proposal for the school to close as it will affect the family's that don't drive who
lives in the areal view area | think the roseheyworth campus is a big part in the community all of
my children have gone and still is in this school .

| don't think this school should be closed.

| don't think this school should close. Too far for the kids to walk to another school

| fear the closure will lead to over crowded class rooms affecting childrens education, also parking
at tillery street is already bad as a resident of newall street i worry this is only going to get worse






| feel that moving the children into the other schools is going to create larger class sizes which |
don't feel is beneficial to either the child or staff.

| feel that’s there enough pupils in Tillery street where my children attend and wouldn’t want it to
affect my children’s education

| find it shocking as they have fantastic facilities for the younger generation.

| find it totally incomprehensible that you would consider closing a school thats well regarded
within the community with a playing field on its door step and moving the pupils to either Tillery St
or Six Bells that are an absolute nightmare for parents and residents alike at school opening and
closing times. The traffic is terrible now, this action will make it worse. | personally believe that the
Six Bells school was built in the wrong place for a start, parking and drop off's are an absolute joke
and during the winter months there is little or no sun light there so when compounded by freezing
conditions you have the potential to create a health and safety nightmare. | really hope that you
see sense and listen to the views of the community.....pupils love the school, parents love the
school.....do the decent thing and relent on this decision.

| find the decision to close this school utterly shocking, i completely understand the funding issues,
really doesn't sit well in my stomach alongside the council championing such needless projects like
an Abertillery railway station. They really need to have a word with themselves

| fully believe that the there is not good thing to come out of closing the school other that the line
the government pockets more. More kids in class is less time for each child. Both school are
already at braking point this would push them over. The children need a safe and stable
environment to grow and develop this is our future we are shaping.

| fully disagree with the closing of the local primary school roseheyworth primary. | think the council
is one big con! | was never for the 3-16 from day dot along with most parents. The council is
fuelled by money, how can you cram all these children into 2 campuses. You're not thinking of the
children’s wellbeing one bit, or even taking the parents views into consideration. Also very poor
and sickening that even the teachers wasn’t even aware until it was leaked. We all have free
speech, well we should have, and as a parent where my daughter attended this little primary
school until this year, i do not condone what is being put forward. Its very selfish. And im sure as
well it will still be used for educational purposes, correct me if im wrong, protests are needed, for
the people to make a stand and to have there voices heard! This school should remain open. Im
also a local resident!

| fully reject the proposal put forward. Whilst the financial situation is fully understandable the true
reflection of the proposal will cause the upmost disruption to the pupils at Roseheyworth as well as
those at Tillery St and Six Bells. Firstly, the disruption to existing friendships that have already
been formed. As someone who works in education myself, being happy amongst peers and
wanting to go to school every day is a fundamental part of a childs schooling journey. From what |
have seen, Roseheyworth provides a fantastic support network where all pupils feel welcomed and
supported. Secondly, what are the propsals put forward for breakfast club availability? As
someone who relies on the breakfast club offer would this still available? The proposed numbers to
merge within the Tillery St and Six Bells campus would suggest that there may not be scope for
this offer to be available. Thirdly, transport. Many families, walk to school. Tillery St and more so
Six Bells are significant distances away from the Roseheyworth catchment and whilst Tillery St for
most falls within the guided mileage it seems ludicrous that such suggestions would be made,
even if transport was offered. Finally, the 3-16 setting as a whole is failing. They are
underperforming in almost all aspects of teaching and learning, with the Cap9 score, literacy and
numeracy all being significantly below average. | believe that if the closure was to happen, class
sizes at Tillery St and Six Bells will get significantly bigger, therefore leading to more teacher
pressure and essentially less of a personalised learning journey for the pupils. This will only hinder
their chances of top quality education as well as the impact it will have long term with the (hopeful)
aim of the school to improve teaching and learning standards. | am completely against the
proposal to close Roseheyworth school.

| fully understand pupil numbers have dropped and it makes monetary sense to close the most
expensive school to run but the way the council has approached this is incredibly underhanded
and unprofessional. Parents had to find out from facebook, we've been completely stonewalled
from answers from the school and as far as I'm aware the council have done nothing to prepare
the alternative schools for this transition. My daughter has autism, she spends most of her time in
the NEST where she is well supported and has taken a long time to develope bonds with the staff






and other students. In September she is due to start reception and move from just 2.5 hours a day
to 6. This is a monumentally huge adjustment for her and it's going to be incredibly difficult. Now,
she's likely going to be going through that process in a new school, with new teachers and new
students. This is too much change all at once and its likely she'll develop a fear of school that at
best will stay with her for years, at worst will last forever. Closing the school to save money is
going to negatively impact hundreds of student's, staff and parents. If there is a lack of funding it's
due to mismanagement of the budget. The way the council has gone about this is shameful,
unprofessional and non inclusive. | know nothing! This is going to tear my child's life upside down
and the council hasn't even had the professionalism to be forthcoming about what the process will
entail. | was unable to attend the meeting at the rugby club, im a single mum, full time carer and
unable to distrupt my childs routine. | want to know what adjustments have been made to the new
school's to make them accessible for children with special needs? | want to know exactly when
NEST children are expected to move to their new school? | want to know if the teachers/ TAs from
roseheyworth will be placed into the new schools to make the transition easier? | want to know if
as parents we will have a say as to which school children will be moved to? | want to know if you'll
refund parents for the money they have spent on uniform which will now be different? | want to
know why youve not issued a public statement with these answers? I'd also like to know how the
budget has been so poorly managed that our children now have to deal with this upheaval at such
a crucial stage in their development? To say I'm angry is an understatement, my blood is boiling
and so is everyone else's. As council members it is your job to ensure you manage the budget to
ensure crucial services are provided for the community you serve. Children of this community
should not be punished for the councils lack of forsight and budget management. It's bad enough
your doing this, its worse how poorly its been handled. We want answers, we deserve answers
and its your job to provide them.

| have 2 nephews & a niece whom attend this school and all 3 are very settled here and happy
with being in this school, but mostly | am very worried of the children in this school with different
needs & who need extra help, | know they have a class called the Nest class, the only reason |
know this is because my nephew who has been diagnosed with autism & has had to be put into
the best class due to being so unsettled in a class room with others at the start of the year attends
the school & goes into the nest, this has helped my sister in law keep him in school when there
was times her & his dad thought it wouldn’t be possible due to the stress it caused him going into
nursery and how unsettled he was, but moving him into the nest had proven that he’s able to now
stay in school & has helped him very much, for someone like it has taken him a long time to even
settle there & trust his teacher he has, to the point his parents nearly had to take him out until they
was offered for him to go into the nest room, not many schools offer this facility and for someone
like it would put an unbearable amount of stress and could cause my sister in law to look at
removing him again due to this if the school was to close, there are other factors for the other 2
children to that are so happy but one have to point out is how our other nephew was a little quiet
and shy before going into mini mes, to the point he’d get upset with someone entering the room he
was in if he didn’t know them but since attending he had come out of his shell so much and is now
even saying hello to people he hasn’t met as long as one of us trusting adults are around him and
we have spoken to them first, but | believe the help of the teachers there has helped this and if the
school was shut this could make him go backwards in what he has over come, our niece loves
attending here and | live hearing her stories every week of making friends an achieving and
thriving so much here, she even says how she gets a dip in the bag of being chosen for start of the
week & gets very excited when this happens and loves being able to warn non uniform on this day,
| just think for a school that is doing so well with just these 3 children it would be a big loss to the
community, the other children & parents and think it should be rethought, thank you.

have 3 grandchildren in the school one of them is autistic, this will really affect him badly has he
doesn't like change and is settled in the nest.my other grandson has come on a lot since starting
mini mees and i think changing schools could affect him now at this stage.my granddaughter is 6
coming up and the school has helped her alot by speech and confidence. It will affect all 3 in
different ways.

| have a 6 year old currently in the school and she is settled and happy, | don’t believe she would
transition well due to anxiety that she suffers with. | have also got a little boy due to start nursery in
September 2026 and he again would not cope with moving schools as it has taken us a while to






get him settled in pre school. | believe that it would be detrimental to their education and their
happiness.

| have a child at Six Bells campus. Drop off and collecting times are a nightmare with the current
pupil numbers. To add Roseheyworth pupils to the mix will only excarcebate matters. Her Class
numbers are also in the high twenties already. Roseheyworth school is only 26 years old. Access
is excellent. My child has attended school trips from the location, mist recently London. | also note
you mention numbers on roll have decreased. In 2021 there were 637 numbers on roll. In 2025 its
617 which is only 20 which equates to a small 3%, if this was such an issue why wasnt it back
then. As a paying council tax resident BGCBC continue to take more and we get less in return, bin
collections, pot holes, litter but i feel targeting the futures and aspirations of abertillery children for
years to come is worst of all. Shame on you BGCBC.

I have a child currently attending the Six Bells campus and feel that shutting Roseheyworth would
negatively impact the learning environment at both Six Bells and Tillery Street as the class sizes
will inevitably increase. | also think it is important to take into account the likelihood that the traffic
in both areas will increase given that it is not a short walk to either of these schools from
Roseheyworth. Speaking from experience, the streets surrounding the school in Six Bells are at
bursting point at drop-off and pick-up already. | also feel for those parents who have no transport
and will have to walk the 45 minutes to Six Bells and back, twice a day.

| have a grandson at Roseheyworth campus who is happy and settled. | think it would be
detrimental for him to be disrupted in his education.

| have children going in to year 2 class and curently Mini Me's i am going to lose my childcare
provision. my other children will be going into a larger class i dont drive, i am also a carer.

| have children in tillery street campus and the classes are high numbers as it is. The teachers
and support staff struggle with the amount of children as it is and to add more children would
impact all children from receiving the education they deserve. We are also a deprived area and
expecting parents to travel to other campuses is putting a strain on them both financially and will
impact children's attendance. If there is not enough money in the school buget maybe you should
look at all the assistant heads and deputies in the secondary campus even with the restructure it is
ridiculous the amount of money spent on the slt over the actual educational needs of our children.
| have grandchildren in tillery st campus, one of them are SEN, what will happen to them as there
isn't enough classrooms to accommodate the children coming from roseheyworth, even if some
went to sixbells, will my grandchild suffer.

| have lived on the roseheyworth site for many, many years. | used to be a dinner lady myself
when | was younger. To think you are making a decision to close a school due to saving money is
disgraceful. The effect this could have on these young children is worrying. This is an integral part
of their development stage and you are proposing disturbing it and all the hard work from the
teachers up until this point. Surely you can come up with ways of keeping the school open for the
sake of these poor children many of which are from a flying start area, and let’s not forget are
suppose to be giving more chances.

| have reviewed the consultation document and considered its impact on pupils, staff, and the
wider community. The proposal appears impractical, lacks sufficient evidence, and fails to fully
address its likely educational, social, and financial consequences. There is little detail on how
educational standards will be maintained, particularly with larger class sizes. Increased class sizes
are likely to reduce teaching quality and limit individual support, especially in literacy and
numeracy where improvement is already needed. As a 3—-16 school, there are existing concerns
about performance in the secondary phase. Evidence consistently shows that smaller class sizes
are key to improving outcomes, particularly in primary education where core skills are developed.
The proposal does not demonstrate how this will be protected. The Estyn report identified the
need to improve teaching quality and strengthen literacy and numeracy. This proposal does not
address those recommendations and may make them harder to achieve. The Curriculum for
Wales aims to develop confident, capable learners, but this is difficult in overcrowded
environments with reduced space and increased pressure on staff. The current Roseheyworth
setting supports both learning and wellbeing in ways that may be lost. The impact on pupil
wellbeing, particularly for those with Additional Learning Needs (ALN), has not been properly
considered. Larger, unfamiliar environments and increased travel are likely to cause anxiety and
disrupt progress. There is also very limited detail on how ALN provision will be maintained. The
needs of vulnerable groups, including young carers, have been overlooked. These pupils rely on






stability and local support, which this proposal risks disrupting. Key data used in the consultation
lacks transparency. For example, pupil numbers appear inaccurate when nursery and Rising 3s
are included, raising concerns about planning and long-term sustainability. Local factors such as
housing growth and population increases have not been fully considered. Demand for school
places may rise, not fall, making the proposal questionable. The school plays a vital role in the
community. Claims that closure would have minimal impact are not credible, particularly given the
loss of services such as childcare and wraparound provision. The financial case is unclear. While
deficits are referenced, the proposal does not show how closure would deliver real savings.
Additional costs—such as transport, infrastructure, and increased pressure on other campuses—
are likely. The justification around building costs is also weak, as the building is expected to
remain in use, meaning maintenance costs may still apply. There is a lack of evidence regarding
traffic, parking, and safe routes to school. Existing issues at other sites are likely to worsen, and
the absence of proper assessment is a significant concern. Transport arrangements, including
access to breakfast clubs, are not fully addressed. Without reliable provision, some families may
struggle to access essential services. Attendance data is presented too broadly to support
meaningful conclusions, limiting its value in decision-making. Overall, the proposal lacks the
evidence and detail required to justify such a significant change. It does not adequately address
key issues including education, wellbeing, ALN provision, community impact, safety, and long-term
financial sustainability. There is a strong concern that financial considerations are being prioritised
over the needs of pupils and the community. This does not align with commitments to wellbeing
and reducing inequality. Children need stability, safety, and supportive learning environments. This
proposal does not demonstrate how those will be maintained.

| have reviewed the consultation document and examined the evidence presented, | have
considered the implications for pupils, staff, and the wider community. It is clear that the proposal
is impractical, insufficiently evidenced, and fails to adequately account for the educational, social,
and financial consequences it would create. The proposal does not provide sufficient detail on
how educational standards will be maintained, particularly in the context of increased class sizes.
Larger classes will inevitably reduce the quality of teaching and limit the ability to provide targeted
support to pupils—especially in literacy and numeracy, where Capita (Cap9) data already
highlights the need for focused intervention. As a 3—16 school, the secondary phase is already
underperforming against national benchmarks in key areas. Evidence from across Europe and
South Asia consistently demonstrates that smaller class sizes are fundamental to improving pupil
outcomes. The primary phase is especially critical for developing foundational skills in reading,
writing, and mathematics, alongside fostering an inclusive and supportive environment where
pupils feel valued and able to thrive. Furthermore, the Estyn (lestyn) report identified the need to
improve teaching quality and to strengthen opportunities for pupils to develop literacy and
numeracy skills. This proposal does not demonstrate how those recommendations will be
addressed, it actually risks making it more challenging to achieve this. The Curriculum for Wales
sets out clear objectives, including developing ambitious learners, healthy individuals, and ethical
citizens. These aims cannot realistically be achieved in overcrowded environments with reduced
access to outdoor space, limited opportunities for independent and social development, and
increased pressure on staff. The Roseheyworth campus, in contrast, benefits from extensive
natural surroundings that support both learning and wellbeing. The consultation fails to adequately
consider the mental health and wellbeing of pupils, particularly those with Additional Learning
Needs (ALN) and other vulnerabilities. Larger, less personal environments and increased travel
times are likely to have a detrimental impact on pupils who rely on routine, familiarity, and stability.
Notably, ALN provision is largely absent from the documentation. Learners with additional needs
require consistent, specialist support in environments tailored to their requirements. A change in
setting risks regression in behaviour, increased anxiety, school avoidance, and disruption to
progress outlined in Individual Development Plans (IDPs) and Education Health Care Plans
(EHCPs). Even short-term disruption can significantly affect literacy and numeracy development in
ALN pupils. In addition, the needs of young carers within the Roseheyworth community have not
been addressed. These pupils depend heavily on proximity, routine, and local support networks.
Disrupting their education risks placing further strain on children who already face considerable
responsibilities. The consultation references projected birth rates and pupil numbers but does not
provide verifiable sources. Any data used to justify such significant changes must be transparent
and evidence-based. The report states that there are 127 pupils at Roseheyworth; however, this






figure excludes nursery-aged children and Rising 3s. When these are included, the actual number
is closer to 161 pupils. This discrepancy raises serious concerns regarding the accuracy of
capacity planning and long-term sustainability, particularly given that the school is consistently
described as part of a 3—16 model. Additionally, local factors such as new housing developments
and inward migration have not been fully considered. According to Welsh Government projections,
Blaenau Gwent is expected to experience a 5.6% population increase between 2022 and 2032.
This growth is linked to regeneration initiatives, improved transport links such as the Ebbw Valley
railway, and regional development programmes. Given that there are approximately 56 homes
projected between 2026 and 2029 and housing in the Abertillery area is comparatively affordable,
it is reasonable to question whether this population growth will disproportionately affect the local
area—potentially increasing demand for school places rather than reducing it. Roseheyworth
School also plays a vital role within the community, both functionally and historically, as the
Millennium School. The assertion within the community impact assessment that there would be
minimal or no impact is not credible.The closure would also affect associated provisions such as
Mini Mes childcare, which is integral to supporting local families by offering wrap around services
and after school clubs open to all the community. Any disruption to these services would have
significant practical and emotional consequences. The proposal references a projected deficit of
over £900,000, rising to £4 million in future years, yet it does not clearly demonstrate how the
closure of Roseheyworth will deliver genuine financial savings. Significant additional costs are
likely to arise, including: « Transport provision for displaced pupils ¢ Infrastructure improvements for
safe routes to school * Traffic management and parking expansions at receiving campuses
Furthermore, the justification for closure based on building age and maintenance costs is
undermined by the council’'s own statement that the building will remain within the education
portfolio. This suggests that maintenance costs will still need to be incurred, thereby weakening
the financial argument for closure. There is a notable absence of evidence relating to traffic
assessments, parking capacity, and safe routes to school. Both Tillery Street and Six Bells
campuses already experience challenges in these areas, and increased pupil numbers will
inevitably exacerbate these issues. The Welsh Government’s “Safe Routes to School” initiative
requires local authorities to assess and mitigate risks such as traffic congestion and unsafe
crossings. The lack of such analysis within this proposal is a significant omission and suggests
that additional, unaccounted-for financial investment would be required. Transport provision for
breakfast club access has also not been addressed. Without reliable transport, many families will
be unable to access this essential service, undermining Welsh Government objectives to improve
pupil health, nutrition, and attainment. While transport costs are estimated at £30,000 per year,
there is a legitimate concern regarding the long-term sustainability of this provision, particularly in
light of similar cuts in neighbouring authorities such as Caerphilly. Attendance concerns are cited
within the report; however, these are presented at a whole-campus level, rather than being broken
down across the distinct phases of the 3—16 structure. This approach risks masking underlying
patterns and does not provide a sufficiently detailed basis for decision-making. In its current form,
the proposal is incomplete and lacks the robust evidence required to justify such a significant
change. It fails to adequately address key areas including educational quality, pupil wellbeing, ALN
provision, community impact, transport, safety, and long-term financial sustainability. There is a
strong concern that this proposal is being driven primarily by financial considerations, without
sufficient regard for the profound impact it will have on pupils, staff, and the wider community. The
council’s own commitment as a Marmot authority emphasises reducing inequalities, supporting
communities, and prioritising health and wellbeing. This proposal does not align with those
principles. The disruption to education, the impact on vulnerable learners, and the weakening of
community infrastructure directly contradict the objectives of creating healthier, more equitable
outcomes for children and families. Children deserve stability, safety, and an environment that
nurtures their development. Roseheyworth School has consistently provided this. As a parent of
children currently in Year 4 and Year 1, | have seen firsthand the positive impact that the school’s
environment and class sizes have on educational outcomes. My son is currently reading at a
comprehensive level and is excelling in both literacy and numeracy. My daughter, who is being
taught alongside Year 2 pupils, is already working at a level approaching Year 3 in reading,
literacy, and numeracy. It is difficult to conclude that these outcomes would have been achieved in
a larger, more crowded setting where individual attention is inevitably reduced. This real-life
example reflects the wider concern that increased class sizes and reduced capacity for targeted






support will have a detrimental impact on pupil attainment. This consultation does not demonstrate
how such standards will be maintained if pupils are relocated to other campuses. Based on the
above points raised | whole heartedly DO NOT support the proposal.

| have significant concerns surrounding the impact of increasing class size will have on the current
learners. Particularly considering there is a change with the structure and roles of staff in all
schools. The level of risk pertaining instability and poor outcomes for students, seems too high
based on saving money. Council tax rates are some of the highest in the UK and the reduction in
all services, but certainly in this area, are unacceptable.

| just don’t know where you are safely going to place 127 children into six bells and tillery street
campuses! The classes are already full enough, and crowded, this will have a huge impact of the
kids education.

I know many people who send their children and grandchildren to the school they don't have to
travel far and they like going to the school it will upset them to move schools
| know of a child who cannot get the support he needs now! Let alone when extra pupils are added
to allready full classes... the staff will not be able to cope and what about those who dont drive...
having to walk from rosehayworth all the way to aber primary.... stupid stupid thought.... u fine
parents when kids are not in school what about parents who physically wont be able to walk tjat far
will they be fined??7?7?

| live at Arael view we walk to school as it is in walking distance my granddaughter as just started
nursery as | have Sgo with her she goes to mini mes to she has settled so well | drive but my car
always is breaking down no matter what the weather is she have as gone even my 4 children as it
is walking distance and would never be able to make it at another school as it would probably take
45 minutes to 1hour and half to the other school my 4children went there and was always in school
| work at the school as breakfast and dinner lady and the anxiety it is causing the children is so
unfair
I live on Newall St, Tillery St campus has a gate on Newal St. At the moment there is a problem
with parents parking on Newall St from 2pm. The maijority park on the pavement with their engine
running. It's impossible to walk children that live in the Gelli Crug area home from school safety
due to the amount of cars on the pavement. The situation will be worse with extra children in the
campus.

I live on Newall street and the traffic at school times in the morning and afternoon are terrible for
us that live on drop-off zones. We don’t need another 60 odd kids added to the chaos for residents
meaning more traffic and definitely more of a risk for crashes & potential for someone to get run-
over as they park where you cannot see around if cars are coming. Please think of the children’s
safety and welfare and do the right thing
I myself was a pupil in roseheyworth road campus when they first opened, one of the first to go
into the nursery class and continued all the way through up until secondary school! My son is
currently attending the school and my eldest daughter was there until she left for comp! This
should not be happening to our school
| oppose the proposal as it is not in the best interest of children.
| really struggle to see how closing a primary school in one of the most deprived areas of Wales is
a good idea. by closing a school, you will automatically take away a reason for people to move to
the area. if people don't move to the area, then you will not in turn generate jobs and opportunities.
Also, | cannot see how the 130 pupils (that is not counting the 60 in nursery ready to move up) will
be safely and properly integrated into the remaining 2 ALC sites. as an ex-governor | know from
firsthand experience that logistically this will not be achievable without seriously impacting on the
learning capacity of these children. This appears to be nothing more than a money saving
exercise.
| strongly object to the closure of the school due to overcrowding in classrooms, also the upsetting
of the children.
| strongly object to the proposal to close roseheyworth The justification for this decision appears
fundamentally flawed and fails to consider the practical consequences for students, families, and
the wider community. Firstly, the proposal suggests redistributing students into two other schools
located on the same campus. However, these schools are already operating at or near full
capacity. Moving additional pupils into overcrowded environments will inevitably place strain on
resources, classrooms, and staff. This risks reducing the quality of education, increasing class
sizes, and creating an environment where students receive less individual support. Secondly,






Roseheyworth is a relatively modern facility, only 26 years old. Closing a functioning school
building of this age is difficult to justify from both a financial and infrastructure perspective.
Significant public funds have already been invested in this school, and abandoning it prematurely
would represent a poor use of public resources. Thirdly, the proposal does not appear to
adequately consider the impact on pupils’ wellbeing and learning stability. Schools are not
interchangeable spaces; they are communities where children build relationships, routines, and a
sense of belonging. Forcing students into already full schools risks disrupting their education and
emotional stability. Finally, the local community deserves transparency regarding the true
reasoning behind this proposal. Without clear evidence that closure will improve educational
outcomes or provide genuine long-term benefits, the decision appears unnecessary and potentially
harmful. For these reasons, | respectfully urge the council to reconsider this proposal and instead
focus on supporting and maintaining an existing school that continues to serve its students and
community effectively.

| strongly object to the proposed closure due to the wide ranging impact it will have on children,
families, and the wider community. This would create significant access issues for families without
transport within the 1.5-mile (under 8s) and 2-mile (over 8s) radius, making it much harder for
children to get to school and reducing equality of access to education. There are also serious
concerns around safety, with increased traffic and very limited parking in Tillery Street and Six
Bells already putting pressure on drop-off and pick-up times. This would only become worse with
additional families being displaced. Children with Additional Learning Needs (ALN) would be
particularly affected, as longer journeys in all weather conditions and adapting to new, busier
school environments may not be suitable or safe for many pupils. Larger class sizes and more
crowded settings could also negatively impact learning and wellbeing. This change would also
mean children being separated from their friendship groups and having to adapt again to new staff,
routines, and environments. For many pupils, particularly those in Years 5 and 6, this is another
major transition during already important and sensitive stages of their primary education. Longer
travel times are also likely to lead to tiredness, reduced readiness to learn, and lower engagement
in the school day. Parents and carers would also find it harder to stay involved in their child’s
education due to increased distance and travel requirements, reducing opportunities to attend
meetings and school events. Beyond the individual impact on families, closing a local school
removes an important community hub. Schools play a vital role in bringing people together,
supporting community identity, and providing a sense of belonging. Losing this would weaken local
cohesion and make daily life harder for many families. There are also concerns about the wider
impact on receiving schools, which may face increased pressure on class sizes, resources, and
support services, including for pupils with additional needs. Finally, this decision would mean
another unnecessary change for children who are already settled in their current school
environment. Frequent moves can affect confidence, stability, and emotional wellbeing, particularly
for younger children and those who rely on routine and familiarity. For all of these reasons, | do
not believe the closure is in the best interests of the children, families, or the wider community.

| strongly object to this proposal. The children will suffer profusely.

| strongly oppose the closure of this site. Its loss would place additional pressure on already
overstretched sites. Closing it risks compromising both capacity and the quality of provision for
students.

| strongly oppose the proposal to close Rosehayworth School and move its pupils to Six Bells
Primary School or Tillery Street Primary School. Rosehayworth is a vital part of the community,
providing children with stability and support. Closing it would disrupt pupils’ education and
wellbeing. It would also place significant added pressure on Six Bells and Tillery Street, increasing
class sizes and stretching already limited resources, which could impact all pupils. | urge decision-
makers to reconsider this proposal and prioritise the needs of the children and the wider
community.

| strongly oppose the proposal to close Roseheyworth Millennium School, my daughter has made
numerous friends at the campus and closing it will disrupt her wellbeing and cause unnecessary
stress not just with her but with all the other pupils too. Local schools are already at or near full
capacity and closing Roseheyworth will leave many children without reasonable access to
education within their community. This will force young children to travel further distances, causing
distress, disruption, and safety concerns. Roseheyworth Millennium School provides stability,
support, and a vital community environment for its pupils. Removing this school will negatively






impact children's wellbeing, educational continuity, and mental health. There is no clear evidence
that sufficient alternative school places exist locally. Without guaranteed capacity, closing the
school risks creating serious access problems for families. | urge Blaenau Gwent County Borough
Council to reconsider this proposal and work with the community to find alternative solutions that
keep the school open. This school is essential to our community and our children's future

| strongly oppose the proposal to close Roseheyworth Primary School. As a former pupil of the
school and a member of the first cohort to go through the Roseheyworth system in the new
millennium, | can personally attest to the positive and lasting impact the school has on its pupils
and the wider community. Roseheyworth provided a pivotal foundation in my life and gave me an
excellent start to my education. My year group was small, with no more than twenty pupils.
However, the entire school felt like a family. There was a strong sense of community that brought
the local area together. Everyone played an important role in creating this environment — from
teachers and support staff to kitchen staff, cleaners, caretakers and the wider community. This
sense of belonging is something that cannot easily be replicated in larger schools. The staff at the
school were inspirational and had a profound impact on my life. Their dedication, care and passion
for education played a major role in inspiring me to pursue a career in teaching myself. Without the
encouragement and example set by those teachers, | may never have followed this path.
Roseheyworth does not just educate children — it inspires them and shapes the people they
become. Roseheyworth has always been committed to providing rich opportunities for its learners.
The school makes excellent use of its surroundings, including the playing fields and woodland
areas, giving children valuable experiences beyond the classroom. These opportunities support
not only academic learning but also wellbeing, confidence and a connection with the local
environment. The school also supports many families from some of the lowest-income households
in the town. For these families, the school is more than just a place of education; it is a vital source
of stability, care and community support. Removing this local school risks leaving some of the most
vulnerable children feeling lost within a much larger system. Closing Roseheyworth Primary
School would mean losing a deeply valued community hub that has served generations of local
families. | urge decision-makers to carefully consider the long-term impact on pupils, families and
the community before moving forward with this proposal.

| strongly oppose the proposal to close Roseheyworth Road Campus and redistribute pupils to the
Six Bells and Tillery Street campuses. The data within the consultation document itself raises
serious concerns about whether there is sufficient capacity in the remaining schools to
accommodate these additional pupils without significant overcrowding. According to Figure 4,
Roseheyworth Road Campus currently has 127 pupils across year groups. If this campus closes,
these children will need to be absorbed into the remaining two schools. However, Six Bells already
has 232 pupils and Tillery Street has 340 pupils, making them significantly larger provisions
already. Adding a further 127 pupils across year groups will inevitably place additional pressure on
classroom capacity, resources, staffing, and shared facilities. The consultation document
acknowledges falling birth rates and projected reductions in admissions, but the current figures still
show substantial numbers in nursery and reception cohorts (Figures 5 and 6). This raises
important questions about how the council intends to physically accommodate these pupils in the
immediate years following closure. Where exactly will the additional classes be housed? How will
classroom sizes remain appropriate? What provisions are being made to ensure that teaching
standards, pupil support, and wellbeing are not negatively affected? Overcrowding in schools
does not just impact space; it directly affects children’s learning environments, access to staff,
behaviour management, and overall wellbeing. Larger class sizes and stretched resources risk
reducing the quality of education and support available to each child. Furthermore, school
closures disrupt established communities, friendships, and routines that are vital to children's
emotional security and development. For many families, Roseheyworth Road Campus is an
important local provision that supports accessibility and community cohesion. Before proceeding
with a closure of this scale, the council must clearly demonstrate how pupil numbers will be
accommodated without overcrowding, how educational quality will be maintained, and how pupil
wellbeing will be protected. Based on the figures presented in this consultation document, it is not
currently clear that these assurances can be made. For these reasons, | urge the council to
reconsider this proposal and explore alternative solutions that protect both educational standards
and the wellbeing of pupils within the Abertillery Learning Community.






| strongly oppose the proposed closure of Roseheyworth School. This decision will have a
significant and negative knock-on effect on other campuses within the area. If students are
relocated to other sites, it will inevitably lead to larger class sizes and more crowded classrooms.
This risks reducing the quality of education and support that students currently receive. Schools
are already working hard to manage resources and provide appropriate learning environments,
and increasing the number of pupils on other campuses will place additional pressure on staff,
facilities, and resources. There are also serious safety concerns, particularly regarding the Six
Bells campus. Parking and traffic in this area are already extremely problematic. The current
situation is difficult for parents, staff, and local residents, and in many cases it is not safe.
Increasing the number of students and visitors to the campus will inevitably make congestion
worse and could create further risks for children travelling to and from school. Closing
Roseheyworth School will not simply affect one site; it will impact the wider school community and
surrounding campuses. Before making such a significant decision, the council must fully consider
the practical consequences for students, parents, staff, and local infrastructure. For these reasons,
| strongly urge the council to reconsider this proposal and explore alternative solutions that do not
negatively affect the quality of education and safety of students across the area.

| suggest the school should be kept open!

| take my granddaughter to the school and pick her up at the school

| think children should be distributed between three schools with more consistence for smaller
classroom sizes to improve learning, i think the catchment areas should be considered more
appropriately eheb distributing the children in all three schools

| think it is absolutely disgusting that you want to up heave and unsettle so many children. You
havent taken ALN children into account who will absolutely not cope with the massive change. All
us parents know the council have fiddled the numbers and stopped children going to roseheyworth
to make it look like their isnt enough pupils to keep the school open. Very slimey! My daughter has
been referred for autism/adhd and is on a reduced time table already at roseheyworth, so to throw
her into a completely new school, new teachers, not her regular friends is damn right cruel. Over
crowded classrooms will be the end of her education, she WILL NOT cope. Because lets face it
six bells and Tillery street are already at full capacity. And it will take me another 5 years to get her
somewhat settled again at another school. | cannot even begin to explain how furious this
SELFISH decision is by yourselves. And i know i speak for all the other parents. All you care about
is where you can save and line your pockets. There is nothing wrong with the school, i was one of
the first pupils to attend the school myself 26 years ago and the condition of it now is like it was
then all them years ago. You'll use any cover story to do what you want. Not a single thought given
to the pupils, or even the teachers who will loose their jobs. Again cannot even begin to tell you
how disgusted the community is by your decision regarding the closure of roseheyworth school. Im
already having to comfort and reassure my 7 year old daily who cries over the fact the school shes
taken so long to settle at is now closing. Id love to meet personally with you and discuss all the
points. Absolute shambles of a council, you need to hang your heads in shame. | have no words to
describe how disgusted i and the rest of abertillery are with you. You selfish, completely self
centred greedy people.

| think it is disgusting that you are thinking of closing a school that so many parents rely on. You
are expecting young children from this area to walk to either Tillery or six bells campus, or for
struggling parents to pay to take busses or taxis. How are these young children meant to
concentrate on their education if the are already tired for having to get up earlier and walk that far
to school? They will have more difficulty in joining in with after school activities and maybe not
being in the same school as their friends, causing them more distress. You will have larger
classroom at a time where BG children are already at a disadvantage with their education against
other areas in Wales. The will lose access to Roseheyworth field which is great for moral, health
and wellbeing. Also provisions for neurodivergent children with bigger class sizes and the upset of
stepping out of their routine, what support are you offering them and their parents who will have to
deal with the extra struggle. | hope you see sense and leave this school open for the families
belonging to this side of Abertillery. | hope this is not a done deal

I think it will be a really bad idea for the school to close as it will make the other primary school
over run






think it would be a big mistake closing the school. The class sizes would be a lot bigger which
would affect the children's learning process. Also parents with no transport having to walk their
children further in adverse weather conditions which would reduce children getting to school.

| think it's disgraceful to take a good school from children. Not only will this have a massive impact
on their education but what about their mental health? Children are settled within this school,
actually enjoy going. Are you going to be lenient on them when they no longer want to attend
school because of the upset/stress of moving, or give them fines? Blaenau Gwent are taking the
funding from the wrong areas which will have a very negative impact on the children affected. This
as it stands is a brilliant school with brilliant staff- it'll be a shame to see it go because of poor
choices made by Blaenau Gwent

| think it's too far for children to travel as this school would cover the outskirts of abertillery leading
to the outskirts of Blaina

| think its a bad idea to close the school, when the other schools are full, plus not fair on the
children or parents, hard work to get your child to school if you dont drive, i dont think its been
thought through enough

| think it's awful. Think about the kids.

| think its disgusting that you are closing the school my grandson goes to that school

| think its sad that they are closing the school and going to force children into two other schools
which are already over crowded a d pupils who find it a struggle woth school work are going to be
let down and slip through the loop

| think that the children’s education will suffer, due to overflow in classes. It is an awful proposal. |
strongly object.

| think that the class sizes will be too big and affect the pupils education. It will also put more
pressure on teachers

| think the children and the traffic is mad now. | dread to think how it will be with added children

| think the school needs to stay open for the children that attends that school from the area as
going to a school further away is not in the best interests of the children six bells and tillery street
campus is to far for young children to be walking to and the weather is not great in Wales so they
will get soaked going to school having to sit in wet clothes all day and potentially getting ill then
having to have time of #saveroseheyworthschool

| think the school should stay open because they are family friends who | know their children
attend the school two of which have learning needs and this will be very difficult for them to adjust
to change.

| think the way it was shared with staff was unacceptable. Staff have been left worried with
unanswered questions, worried about the loss of jobs and nothing has been shared to confirm or
reassure us. If this goes ahead what will happen to class numbers? What will happen to the nest
provision? Will there be enough space for parking? Are teachers at risk of losing their jobs? Will
children who don’t live in Abertillery have to go to different schools to make space for children in
Abertillery? We have a growing number of children moving here from different countries? What will
happen to the childcare provision that is set up at Roseheyworth campus? Where will they be
accommodated? Transport for children at Roseheyworth to be able to get to the other campuses?
What will happen to the children who need extra provision and can’t cope in their main stream
classroom, waiting for new provision? To ensure they are getting the support they need, as
currently they are able to access spare classrooms and have the necessary support required. Will
someone be able to see the amount of need we have in each classes rise in behaviour and ALN
and consider where they will go how we will help them. How will they sort catchment and where
Roseheyworth children will have to go campus wise? Where is the space for ALN? Will our staff
rooms have to be used as classrooms? Where will PPA take place? We have PPA rooms? Will
they be turned to classrooms? Lots of classes are already full where will the children go? | have a
class of 30 my class is full would we be expected to have classes bigger than 307?

| think this is not fair on any of the schools and that the education and support was not taken into
count at all let alone the parking situation as it is in six bells campus absloutly shocking to even
have thought of putting other children in big enough classes as it is awful idea !! There has to be
some other way of cutting back other costs surley !! | feel for the children !! So sad

| think this will have a hugely detrimental impact on the children’s education.






| totally disagree with the closure of Roseheyworth school. It would be a massive effect on the
children education over tillery street and sixbells it's absolutely ridiculous to close Roseheyworth
school.

| totally disagree with this proposal. to expect children to walk a long distance to a different school
is totally unacceptable for parents/carers who do not drive, how are they expected to get children
to school?

| walk my child to and from school, i cannot drive and moving school away from home would
create issues with getting my child to school

| want open this school

| was chair of governors when the 3-16 consultation process took place. We fought against the 3-
16 school at the time. Abertillery Primary school and the other 3 primary schools at the time ran
excellent budgets with little or no debt. We were forced to become one big school to protect the
comprehensive due to falling numbers although no one in the primary schools wanted the
combined school! We were promised the new 3 primary campuses would be protected. Only 9
years on and one of the campuses is without doubt being shut down. Yes numbers at present are
low but the main reason is the substantial and shocking debt. How on earth the school is in debt to
the tune of £900000 is absolutely shocking and is as a result of poor management. Families will
suffer as they will lose their local school! A school which is only 26 years old. The consultation
process for the 3-16 school was a farce and | believe this current process will be the same as
without a doubt it is a done deal! Shame on you Blaenau Gwent

| wholeheartedly disagree with this proposal. My children both attended Roseheyworth and it is a
fantastic school. The impact on moving the children between the other two campuses will be
enormous and | believe very detrimental. | understand that the other campuses are already
relatively full. The impact that it will have on the children’s learning is likely to be negative, with
potential overcrowding of classes. | also believe that the emotional wellbeing of the children will be
affected as it is likely to disrupt established friendship groups. Our school is a place that the
children feel safe, loved and valued. This will especially affect children with additional learning
needs that are already settled and thriving at Roseheyworth. These children will struggle with the
transition. Local residents of both the tillery street and the six bells campuses have already
previously expressed concerns over the safety of pick up and drop off times due to the amount of
traffic in the areas. Adding the children from roseheyworth will only worsen this issue.
Roseheyworth is currently the best place for drop off and pick up times due to the car park and the
site being on the outskirts of most of the residential properties in the immediate area. From the
point of view of a Mini Mes staff member | am very disappointed about the way this has been
proposed, with no warning whatsoever from the council. We found the information out from social
media. As a flying start setting, | believe that losing this service in the Abertillery area will cause a
shortage of early years places in the community, especially with flying start expanding their
entitlement to more postcodes regularly. We currently offer wraparound for children receiving the
childcare offer. These children come from working families and if we aren’t open at Roseheyworth
to offer this service then parents would struggle to find alternative childcare in order to go to work.
As I've previously mentioned, | do not believe that the other childcare settings in the area would be
able to absorb all of our children into their settings. This could potentially force parents with no
childcare to have to drop their working hours, or even give up their jobs altogether, causing even
more harm to our community and also to the economy. | urge you to please reconsider your
proposal and find a way forward that can allow our lovely school to stay open!

| wish to formally express my concern regarding the proposed changes affecting Roseheyworth
Primary School. For many families, the Roseheyworth site represents far more than a school
building. It holds cynefin — a deep sense of belonging, identity and community connection.
Generations of families have attended, and the school remains rooted within walking distance for
most pupils. This accessibility strengthens community ties and supports children’s independence
and wellbeing. A significant proportion of learners currently walk to school. If pupils are required to
attend alternative campuses, many will face considerably longer journeys. Without guaranteed
transport provision, this may create barriers for families. Increased travel distance is widely
recognised as a factor that can negatively affect punctuality and attendance. The potential impact
on attendance should therefore be carefully considered. It is also important to recognise that the
Roseheyworth building is only 26 years old. In terms of educational infrastructure, this is relatively
modern. The argument for closure cannot reasonably be based on the building being outdated or






no longer fit for purpose. While current pupil numbers may be lower, school roll figures are
influenced by local authority placement decisions. Where children are directed significantly affects
enrolment patterns. Therefore, lower numbers should not automatically be interpreted as a lack of
demand. In addition, Six Bells Primary School was constructed with a higher capacity than the
combined numbers of Bryngwyn Primary School and Queen Street Primary School. This inevitably
created surplus places within the area. However, capacity figures represent maximum
accommodation levels, not target enrolment numbers. Surplus capacity on paper does not
necessarily equate to a lack of community need or long-term viability. In summary, | urge the local
authority to give full consideration to: « The importance of cynefin and community identity  The
impact on walking routes, travel distance and attendance < The relatively modern condition of the
building * The distinction between capacity figures and actual demand < The influence of
admissions and placement decisions on school numbers The Roseheyworth site continues to
serve its community in meaningful and measurable ways. Any decision regarding its future should
reflect not only numerical capacity but also the social, educational and community value it
provides.

| wish to formally register my strong objection to the proposed closure of Roseheyworth Primary
School. As a resident of Abertillery, | am deeply concerned about the practical consequences of
transferring additional pupils to the Tillery Street campus. The traffic and transport arrangements
around the site are already extremely challenging at school start and finish times. Congestion,
parking difficulties and safety concerns are well known issues for residents and parents in the
area. Introducing a significantly larger number of pupils will inevitably increase the volume of
vehicles, pedestrians and school transport, exacerbating a situation that is already difficult to
manage. In my view, this will place unsustainable pressure on the local road network and create
further safety risks for children, parents and residents alike. It is difficult to see how the existing
infrastructure around the Tillery Street campus could realistically accommodate this increase
without substantial disruption. | would also like to express serious concern regarding the condition
of the Roseheyworth campus. The school building is only approximately 26 years old, which raises
important questions about how it has reached a state where closure is being considered. By
comparison, the local secondary school buildings are significantly older yet continue to operate.
This naturally leads residents to question whether adequate maintenance and investment have
been carried out at the Roseheyworth site over the years. Allowing a relatively modern school
facility to fall into disrepair and then citing the condition of the building as a factor in closure is
deeply concerning. It is the responsibility of the authority to maintain its educational estate to an
appropriate standard, and the current situation raises doubts about whether that responsibility has
been properly fulfilled. Beyond the practical concerns, there is also a significant community impact
that must be considered. Schools are central to the communities they serve. The campuses at
Roseheyworth, Six Bells and Tillery Street each support their own local neighbourhoods and
provide an important focal point for families and community life. Reducing the number of localised
schools risks weakening these community connections and places greater pressure on the
remaining sites. The proposal would also create additional difficulties for many parents and carers
who do not have access to a car. Local schools allow children to walk to school safely within their
own communities. Increasing travel distances and concentrating pupils onto fewer campuses
places a disproportionate burden on families who rely on walking or limited public transport
options. For these reasons, | strongly urge the council to reconsider the proposal to close
Roseheyworth Primary School and to give greater weight to the transport implications for
Abertillery residents, the wider community impact across the three campuses, and the
responsibility to properly maintain existing educational infrastructure.

| work in the local area but not for ALC, class sizes are already too large.

| worked in this school for 15 years, I'm very saddened to hear they are thinking of closing both my
children attended. | can’t understand why knowing how the other primaries are overflowing already
that this is even being talked about.

| worry Tillery street will become overcrowded and kids will not get the right time spent on them

I would like to keep all schools open; education is important!

I’m a grandmother and this school has taught numerous children and should stay open you closed
all local schools that have been here years and years to make three big. Schools

I’m not happy with the Roseheyworth school closing down and merging with the six bells and
Tillery street campus. The school is already quite crowded at it also doesn't have enough parking






spaces. Parking is a total disaster in the mornings and especially at home time. | can’t imagine the
amount of traffic and road rage there would be if other schools decide to merge. This is a terrible
idea. Absolutely a disaster waiting to take place. The school governors or council have no idea
how stressful parking is at home time. It's coming jammed packed and now there won’t be space
at all!

If this campus closes the other campuses will be full and children’s learning will suffer you cannot
just have two primary campuses it won’t work.as this campus is still very much needed. As an ex
member of staff | have seen for myself how yue children have flourished in their learning and the
staff are absolutely second to none

If this closure goes ahead then you will undoubtedly be losing the older highly trained members of
staff and all their many years of expertise through the redundancy process. If school buses are not
provided for the children then many more cars will be turning up at the two remaining primary
campuses which are already highly congested. Parents without cars may choose to educate their
children at home rather than let their little ones walk on our overcrowded roads. What proposals do
you have for another large empty building in our town? Roseheyworth has only been in existence
since the millennium. | worked in the lovely old schools like Crown infants and cock and chick
juniors before transferring down to Roseheyworth and these buildings lasted for a hundred years
and more, not just 20! | think its another case of our council throwing tax payers money about
without any thoughts of our children and our community.

If this school closes then there is going to be more traffic by six bells campus | live by this school
and the traffic at the moment is horrendous it’s an accident waiting to happen if an ambulance or
fire engine came down this hill they wouldn’t be able too

Im a parent of a child at Tillery street. It is absurd to think that this is even an option, the school is
already overcrowded, childrens needs arent being met, teachers are overworked. The work load
already expected is far too much. School pick ups and drop offs are more than hectic. | think its
unfair to even suggest merging the schools. The pupils are the most important and they will suffer.
| am extremely disappointed to see that closure seems to be the decision from the labour council
in every way they can they are destroying anything good we have, to move these children will
create serious over crowding in classrooms this school is 26 years old it should be going for many
more years. yet another terrible decision

Is tillery St going to really take on all these children. Children are taught in corridors now and don't
mean learning corridors- this is all day teaching. Max class is 30 but Wales' average is much
lower.

It is a good school, i Believe the school shouldnt close as its part of the community and all
students be uprooted to another school away from friends and their surroundings.

It is awful closing Roseheyworth school, children need the education there not in a cramped in
other schools.

it is not appropriate

It is not fair on the students especially my daughter who will be going into reception in September
2026 which is already a massive change for her. She has formed such lovely friendships which will
affect her. | applied for her to go Tillery street originally but was refused! Now she could end up
being placed anywhere which is not fair on her or us as parents.

It will be a huge upheaval for the children they are the important people here Also much further to
walk Are the other schools going to fit the children in comfortably?

It will be detrimental to children, oversized classes, to far to travel (costs) taking away peoples
choice

It will be such a shame to close such a popular school. Amazing facilities and the best located
school in abertillery. This will disrupt children and their education. Closing this school will not
support children in this area it will make learning and school harder regarding travelling and fitting
in. Should we really be shutting SCHOOLS? There are plenty of empty buildings around. Why are
we shutting schools in an underprivileged area??

It will compromise pupils’ education.

it will compromise the education of pupils

it will increase class sizes, children education will suffer, teachers wellfare will be impacted

It would be a tragedy to close the school. What about the kids that have to walk to school.






It's an absolute ridiculous idea. Where are all our kids going to go. What about the ones with
additional learning needs and feels safe in that school, what about fitting in and feeling
comfortable. That’'s going to all go from the children .. highest paying council tax and get the less
care. When is it going to stop!

It's such a lovely school and so many children around the school area who need it . Tillery road
and sixbells parking is an absolute nightmare already without adding more children to there
campuses . This school should not be closed

Its a relatively new school why close it? Ridiculous waste of money

It's an amazing school, which has provided a brilliant education to all of my children, past and
present. It has the best access (roads). The only conceivable 'pro’ is the money saved, but it will
be at the expense of our children's education, mental health, and cause utter chaos at
collection/drop off. It's like the people proposing this only saw the money, not the kids.

It's an awfully long way for parents and children to walk if they don't have access to a car, and its
an awful lot more traffic in and around the school if they do have access to a car. My biggest
concern is that putting any barrier to an easy access to school will mean many children just wont
go. It is one of the poorest areas of the borough that will be affected. How will class sizes be
impacted? Surely there will be a knock on impact for the pupils currently in the other 2 schools
"The proposal has been developed to ensure the long term sustainability of the Learning
Community, to protect and enhance educational standards, and address the substantial and
increasing budget pressures.' This paragraph strikes me as being remarkably similar to the
reasons given for establishing the learning community - only 10 short years ago - what will be
different this time? How can we possibly have confidence that the proposal will secure anything it
hopes to deliver, when, quite frankly, it shouldn't have been needed in such a small window of
time. | sincerely hope that lessons will be learnt from the 'consultation' around the creation of the
3-16 which felt hollow, meaningless and predetermined - people deserve better and need to know
their views will be considered. It doesn't seem like a positive step at the moment.

Its awful it is closing down

Its hard for the kids that need extra help to get the support in the bigger classes. Trafic and
parking at the other schools is already close and causing problems

It's just another cost cutting air brained idea that will be of even more detriment to the children of
abertillery. The merger of primaries to save the secondary school had disastrous results and done
the opposite and dragged the primary standard down. There have been miserable staff for years
and this has a huge impact on kids. My son hates going to school as his words there is no fun any
more. teachers yell all the time because they are stressed to the max or they are quietly quitting by
the decisions being made you decide?? There are way to many children with additional needs in
mainstream classes without the help and support they need already let alone what's going to
happen in the next 10 years when there is going to be more children with additional needs than not
but no one's thought that plan thro!!! 1 teacher cannot teach both at the same pace and expect the
children thrive that's absolutely ridiculous.. They get banned from play games for being kids.
another shake up is not going to improve anything education wise it's just Going to go in
someone's back pocket as a bonus. Also there are issues with six bells campus that seriously
need addressing before adding any more people and traffic. There needs to be revision to parking
as it is absolutely horrendous trying to get in and out of the campus in the morning and afternoon |
am seriously surprised there has been a a fatal accident down there yet. The car park is diabolical
with the weather we have had if it rains there are huge puddles and over flowing water running
down the car park through lack of drainage, then in the winter the whole campus is like a giant slip
and slide with the rubbish flooring used with no grip and absolutely no one at the council or
highways admitting who is responsible for looking after it and gritting it even after numerous emails

puddle that appears outside reception when it rains too that's also due to crap drainage so sorry if |
don't believe it's in the best interests of everyone for the school to close as we have been fed a
load of rubbish by the council and various departments over the years and every decision made by

It's too young as only been open for 26 years.
keep the school
Lack of parking at Six Bells Campus, overloading classroom numbers, unsettling for the children






Living on oak street this is my closest school and the school | would be choosing for my son who
will be starting nursery in 2027. My niece and nephew already go to this school and it's such a
lovely school it would be a real shame to the whole community for it to close. Also considering it's
only 26 year old and being compared to many other schools in Blaenau Gwent that's young and a
waste of money to close

Local people use the school. Although some years have less children parents who don’t drive etc
depend on the school especially In the bad weather which we have a lot of

Local resources are strained enough as it is. and the traffic around the other schools is already
horrendous without the extra burden of displaced pupils from other schools.

Local schools are running at capacity & the children from Rose Heyworth school would have to be
transported to the other schools at a cost

Local schools needed

Madness, Too many children in one class or in corridors, too many headteachers. We need a
financial

makes no sense to close the school so i dont support it

Many children that attend the school dont have a means of travel to attend another campus. And
the schools are already understaffed withiut cramming more children into them. If cuts needs to be
made, | would suggest looking at councillors wages

Mental health of children, overcrowding of classrooms, traffic, walk to school for children, teacher
redundancies, children being not with friends, dangerous parking, carbon footprint, cost of
traveling, children to tired after school wont be able to do out of school activities, parents having to
thing of leaving jobs if no breakfast clubs mini-mes closing no wrap around of nursery provision.
Mini mes has been apart of this school for over 16 years, we have provided childcare for children
from the age of 2 up wards. We have afterschool clubs and hoilday club which also runs from this
site. This helps all parents with childcare, for them to be able to work. We have children from all
areas of gwent. As we also have the government flying start children and 30 hour children that
attend 5 days a week. As many of you are aware that the government is crying out for childcare
setting to be able to fit all children into a childcare setting, with this closures you would then be
closing a much needed placement within blaenau gwent. We live in one of the most deprived area
and we need all these schools to stay open for all children that attend both mini mes and
Roseheyworth campus. This is not just a school but a school with a child care setting where
children from 2 years old can feel safe and protected by both mini mes and Roseheyworth staff.
The children of Roseheyworth, blaina and Abertillery need this, to enable our children a better
future.

More information is needed in relation to how the learners will be accommodated and redistributed
and the level of impact this will have on the learners in other campuses. Will children in tillery
street, which has the highest number of learners and is the closest to the residents of
Roseheyworth, suffer their children being moved to another campus in order to prevent council
liability of paying for school transport? If not, what is the plan? Full transparency is required so the
whole campus can deal and process the facts.

More traffic in Sixbells.

Moving children from one school to another just to boost numbers is not right, at least with less
pupils to teachers all children will get the attention that they need and have a better quality of
education.

Moving children from Roseheyworth to Six Bells/Tillery St will cause even more parking issues, car
usage and pressure on existing class sizes. Parking is already horrendous around the schools and
more traffic will make matters worse as the children from Roseheyworth will not be walking to
school. What happens if parent's don't drive. Will transport be arranged at no additional cost to
families? What happens to staff. Will there be compulsory job losses?

Must be kept open

My child attends this school and i am totally against this closure as he is settled at the school after
struggling for years with school life and our childcare arrangements work with our parents picking
him up due to not driving and living close to school. | also think making bigger classroom numbers
in the 2 remaining schools will have a major impact in education for all the children

My child attends this school and mini me setting, to send her to an already massively overcrowded
school is beyond a joke






My child attends this school im against it closinv as he struggles with school as it is and changing
him now will cause stress and complete meltdowns the school has been brilliant supporting my
son . Also my parents pick him up and takes him to school for me to work as they live close to
school if the school closes i would have to give up my job as i would have noone to help me as
they cant get to the other schools . The other schools would be very over crowded if our school
joins them and i really think this would have a major impact on their learning .

My child goes to tillery st already at full classes dont want anymore over crowding

My child has been going to this school for 4 years he would be absolutely devastated if he had to
leave the only school He's ever known.

My Child is in mini-me's so i will lose my childs childcare sport. we dont drive and there are no
plans as yet to where min me's is going

My child is settled in this school, not only that he wont be able to cope with a big change. This
campus has everything he needs. My son goes to breakfast club and afterschool club here. | work
part time i also have another child else where, i could possibly lose my job if i keep being late with
the school drop off when i work the opposite way. My mother also lives right outside the school,
due to disabled issues my mum and dad cant not travel via Public transport to collect them.
Bullying is a also big factor in the other schools, no parking on pick which means double parking
yellow parking to walk to collect. Nearest bustop is the town centre which is 10 minutes to Tillery
street school, and again sixbells school. My child is 7 and we live 1.5 miles from tillery school. We
also live 3 miles from sixbells school. Please consider mine along with everyone else views on this
matter. Not just me but every parent and child would be completely hurt and devastated if this is to
happen.

My child will be affected by these changes when he starts school and his education will suffer

My children attend the secondary and tillery street campus. Tillery street campus already has 2
large classes for every year group (my child is year 6). There is limited funds for books etc and my
sons current class has pupils that are demanding (in terms of behaviour), which i fear would only
get worse with increased class sizes.

My children suffer a great deal with anxiety and for them to be separated from their peers is not
going to help with this! They love their school and it’s only a short distance from their home which
they love they can walk to and from! Closure of this school is unnecessary! What happens if the
birth rate picks up over the coming years and there’s no room for these children?

my daughter attends Abertillery Campus and i think classes are already over crowded

My daughter attends roseheyworth, this is absolutely devastating to loose this school. My
daughter's wellbeing and mental health would be seriously affected just to be thrown in another
school away from everything and everyone she has grown up with. There has been absolutely no
thought but for anyone but whatever the council wants the building for, shame on you blaenau
gwent council for just throwing our children out of their school. The evidence within the report has
clearly been manipulated to favour closing roseheyworth school with regards to the numbers
attending each campus. | know there is children who has been refused to go to roseheyworth in
recent years and had to go to tillery st while you have been working on lowering the numbers at
roseheyworth so you can make it look bad. A class should not be more than 20/30 otherwise how
can the safeguarding of our children be upheld, there would be far to many children for a teacher
to check in with or teach. Our children would be just a number in a distant corridor with no friends
and possibly being bullied and no one would notice. There is also the risk of not getting all the
children out of the building safely should there be an emergency as there would be to many. My
daughter is thriving in roseheyworth and have gone there since she was 2 years old where she
went to mini me's. Roseheyworth school is my daughters safeplace, its her second home where
through any troubles or worries or concerns she has had she has been supported through the
school, finding comfort through her friends and the staff. My daughter struggled loosing her
grandparents and was supported through roseheyworth school having one to one support
recommended through their concern, | fear this would not have been addressed with merging
roseheyworth as there would be to many children for the staff to notice problems or a child being
distant.

my daughter attends Six Bells Campus. | disagree with closing Roseheyworth Campus as it will
affect the class sizes at the other campuses. Bigger class sizes mean different provision will be
much harder. my child is a MAT learner and already dosent get enough extension. Staff wellbeing
needs to be considered.






My daughter attends Sixbells campus this is going to impact the learning of the pupils at the school
more kids to a class and it is absolute chaos at pick up and drop off at the moment so god help it if
more kids/cars are going back and forth.

My Daughter enjoys nursery here, they know her needs and supports her with speach and toileting
daughter goes to this school, and she really enjoys going to this school. It’s in the ideal location for
my wife to take our daughter to school and it ties in with her commute to work. | wouldn’t want to
pull her from there with how well her education is going!

My daughter is unable to get her children who all small to the other campuses

My daughter loves roseheyworth school and would be unable to get to any of the other two
schools it would just make things a lot harder | believe roseheyworth is the best school out of the 3
please don't close it

My grandaughter is in the school and the closure would affect her deeply.

My grandchildren will be put into a different school and bigger class which will disrupt their
childhood. My daughter cares for me and needs to be back to see to my needs. If school pick up
and drop off is further away she wont be able to see to my needs as quick as | need

My granddaughter and her classmates are thriving in her class. We need more children thriving in
smaller classes instead of shoving them all in like hens in a battery farm. Then reaping the
rewards of more disruption in our society because we couldn't find the cash? We cant fail our
children and grandchildren our parents didnt fail us. Let our children have the same opportunities
as we had in small unique classes with teachers who really care about them. It'll be a travesty and
not forward thinking as class sizes will increase. This will happen and then what will happen to
those already stuffed to the brim classrooms? For once cant the council do the right thing and look
to the future of our children and protect them.

My major concerns regarding the proposal pertain to the distance some pupils will have to travel. It
seems incredibly unfair on parents and learners who live nearer to Roseheyworth campus
particularly if said parents do not have their own transport as many do not have a car. There is
insufficient taxi services in the area to cater for these needs and this would also put a further
financial strain on these families to pay extra to get their children to Six Bells campus. | am also
not convinced that public transport would fully cater for these children & their parents. If this
proposal goes ahead | strongly recommend that BGCC provides transport at no extra cost to the
families to help facilitate their needs and that extra support is put in place for the children to adjust
to their new learning environment.

My personal belief is that this site would be better utilised as a ‘resource base’ to accommodate
ALN learners across the ALC community. The current facilities at individual primary sites do not
meet the needs of these learners as the number of children needing to access a more bespoke
environment grows. Limited staff are unable to support classrooms effectively, and learners not
meeting their potential are sidelined as priority of care is higher in the ALN sector. | feel a
dedicated building offering specific support is required to better meet the needs of ALN pupils
effectively and cater to the mainstream children accordingly. This also insures that mainstream
classrooms remain unaffected by interruptions and disruption caused by those more vulnerable
learners needing targeted, individualised support.

My son goes to tillery st campus and is in year 1 they have already spilt the class and put pupils of
year 1 into year 2 as the class was to full so closing down roseheyworth school and expecting
children to join tillery st and six bells is ridiculous as they are already full the school drop off and
pick up will be crazy busy even though it already is. Plus residents living closer to roseheyworth
expecting children who’s family don’t drive to commute such a long way is very unfair.

My son have found it really hard to settle in this school. But now he has. Its disgusting how all the
children could be separated from the school, friends, and teachers. Me and my son DO NOT
support this what so ever!

My son is autistic and attends the nest in Roseheyworth he’s settled now and comfortable moving
him now could set him back and we know with the nest he’s getting the support he needs it would
be devastating if they shut the school and my daughter attends year 1 she’s got friends and my
youngest is so excited to go into nursery with the friends he’s made in mini mes | think it's a bad
decision if you shut the school and | do not agree

My son is starting nursery soon and its gonna be hard for me to take 3 kids either down to tillery
street or six bells when i dont drive also been rumours about how dangers the other schools car
parks are and i wont put my kids in danger






My son who is 9 now couldnt go to nursery because tillery street campus had no place for him, it
wasnt until we moved to roseheyworth that he was able to start nursery, its a long way to travel for
people up this area, to go to the others schools. Those others school are chaos at school pick up
and you want to add more kids to ghe school, which means more traffic

My twins will be put into a bigger class which they are lockdown children and have only now got
some where with their talking and reading. They both suffer with anxiety due to being born in
lockdown. My other child goes to mini mes. My children wont get to school on time with my
working hours as its further and traffic will be worse

No Children choice, parent stress, classes to big, traffic insane in Tillery Street only get worse.

No matter the amount of children that do use it, it should be kept open for those in need.

No plans for building, increased traffic, too many kids in a building, loss of space and teachers
under more stress.

No provision in place for the ALN children they cannot be in mainstream school but no place for
them in specialist school settings such as pen y Cwm, if roseheyworth closes what will happen to
these children, they need familiar settings such as roseheyworth and familiar faces that can
reassure them when they are distressed, the staff have worked hard building a setting to support
these children and their families while awaiting placement else where

No school should have to close especially one in the heart of a close knit community like this.
There needs to be another way.

Not enough spaces

Not enough spent on local education now, with out cut backs.

Not fair on th pupils and parents who have this to worry about!

Not in agreement with this proposal. Over crowded in school, too much traffic in Tillery St and
Sixbells school.

Not in agreement with this proposal. Overcrowded in school. Too much traffic in Tillery St now and
six bells school area.

Not only will it be a waste of a building, the classes in other schools are going to be to big so that
is not fair on pupils or teachers. The stress, the wasted money that was spent on the old school.
So many schools have been knocked down. Money wasted on all other buildings which do get left
and wasted. Enough is enough.

Not safe for my children to commute to another school safely.

Objections to the proposed closure. Families without transport who live within the 1.5-mile radius
(under 8) 2 miles (over 8) won't qualify for free transport. Children and parents of ALN will be
expected to walk to tillery street or six bells in all weathers. Parking in tillery st and six bells is
already strained with limited spaces. Potential road safety concerns. How will you deal with the
mental health and wellbeing needs of ALN children and their parents. Many pupils with ALN
sensory needs will struggle with increased class sizes, busier playgrounds. Friend groups affected
being split over 2 schools. Impact on year 5/6 going into final primary years. Larger class sizes will
impact our child's education.

Once again, | do not think this proposal has been thought through sufficiently with regards to the
future. Stating it's an OLD school, in need of expensive repairs is totally unfair. The ALC comp is
even older and at 26 years there should be far more years left for the Roseheyworth site. Maybe
there should be an external audit of personnel employed by BGCBC to see where cut backs
should be made to improve the budget.

One of the greatest strengths of Roseheyworth is its small class sizes, which allow for genuinely
personalised learning. Staff know each child as an individual, and this level of tailored support is a
key factor in the excellent progress pupils make. Moving children into significantly larger class
sizes would inevitably dilute this personalised approach and risk lowering learning outcomes.
Pupils also benefit from exceptionally positive relationships with both their peers and all members
of staff. This sense of belonging and emotional security is not incidental—it is central to their
wellbeing and academic development. Disrupting these established relationships would be
detrimental, especially for younger children who rely heavily on consistency and familiarity. The
primary phase is fundamentally about helping pupils settle into routines and develop confidence in
their educational environment. Any closure or relocation at this early stage would undoubtedly
unsettle pupils and could have long-term consequences for their educational journey. Stability is
crucial, and this proposal threatens to undermine that stability at a formative time. | am also






deeply concerned about the practical implications of transport. The two alternative campuses are a
significant distance away, and for many families—including my own—this raises serious issues.
Access to reliable transport is not guaranteed, and the increased travel time would place additional
strain on pupils and parents alike. Furthermore, families who rely on breakfast club provision
would face even greater challenges, as earlier travel times may make this support inaccessible.
Other local schools do not have the capacity to handle all these children. It would cause gridlock
at other schools' streets that already face extremely busy traffic at drop off and pick up times, Six
Bells Campus in particular. Children living in Roseheyworth, particularly those at the top end,
would have an overly long way to travel, especially if they have to go to Six Bells. They'd be less
likely to walk, and therefore not getting as much exercise, as well as contributing to air pollution.
This would take away independence that some of the older children have to walk to school alone.
Other schools are already at high capacity. Another lot of job losses for the area and a wasted
building. Shame one bgcbc

our children need this school, it is local, and where parents and grandparents can walk to when
you have no transport, it would be so difficult, to pick up our grandchild, and we are needed to
support our families.

out of the 3 campus' that make the learning community, Roseheyworth have the best spacious
grounds, outdoor area, perfect for younger children i.e. Mini me’s and good parking. Those who
cannot drive are not within walking distance to the other schools.

Over run schools surely staff redundancies, higher travel costs for families that live close
Overcrowding at the other Abertillery campuses will be detrimental to the young people/ staff. |
feel the roseheyworth campus would be a perfect site to open a resource base for children with
ALN needs. More resource bases are needed in Blaenau Gwent. Perfectly good school! Use it
wisely.

Overcrowding of children in schools, less education, traffic outside the school dangerous

Parents will have to walk quite far to another school. Classes in Six bells will have to be bigger and
children will not learn.

Parking is already bad enough without adding more to the problem

Parking is bad enough with all the schools as it is and to try and get children from roseheyworth to
other schools will cause more congestion

Part 1 of 2: Firstly we as Roseheyworth PTFA are appalled at the lack of evidence, the mistakes &
lack of compassion for our community, for our pupils & for our Staff at Roseheyworth Primary
within this proposal. After reviewing the proposal over a number of weeks and collating the
information we have gathered it is clear to us that the proposal is 100% not viable. It does not
meet the needs of our community & it certainly does not fall under Blaenau Gwent County
Borough Councils new mission statement as a Marmot Council with Torfaen County Borough
Council. The proposal is incomplete, insufficiently evidenced, and fails to account for the
educational, social, and financial consequences of the changes being suggested. The needs of the
wider community, vulnerable individuals including ALN Children, staff & pupils at Roseheyworth
have been pushed aside. Educational Impact: Our primary concern is the educational impact on
our children. Larger class sizes will inevitably reduce teaching quality. The lestyn report states that
better opportunities need to be provided to improve literacy & numeracy skills for pupils. It also
states that teaching quality needs to improve so that pupils can make suitable progress. With
larger class sizes how will targeted support be provided? We know that as a 3-16 model the
secondary school is significantly underperforming in these areas so how do larger class sizes help
with this situation? Larger class sizes & lack of teacher support due to redundancies will inevitably
reduce the amount of targeted support and enhanced educational qualities our children & teaching
staff currently maintain at Roseheyworth. Evidence of research in Europe says that smaller class
sizes in Europe & other areas around the world are fundamental to enhanced learning
experiences. How will the unnecessary pressure put upon our teachers affect our children's
education? How do you plan on budgeting for extra mental health & wellbeing support for our
teaching staff? We have learned whilst gathering evidence over the past 5 weeks that two whole
classes of children at Tillery Street Campus were until recently being taught FULL TIME in one of
the corridors because of lack of space. It was addressed by parents & swept under the carpet. We
were appalled at learning this. This is neither safe or practical for learning standards & this could
repeat itself if Roseheyworth is closed. Our children should be championed in all aspects of the
foundational stage from individual learning to individual wellbeing. Larger class sizes will decrease






the chances of this. Overcrowded environments will not benefit the mental health & wellbeing of
our pupils or our staff. We have an abundance of space at Roseheyworth including a new forest
school area and yard areas that almost exceed the overall space of outdoor play & learning at
Tillery Street & Six Bells combined. As PTFA we have been fundraising tirelessly to upgrade our
outdoor spaces & have recently looked into funding & have been quoted for the resurfacing &
replacement of outdoor areas & play/educational equipment at no cost to Blaenau Gwent County
Borough Council. We also use these areas to host events throughout the year that welcome the
community hence improving the mental health & wellbeing of not just everyone at school but also
the wider community. The other two campuses have not been able to hold events as large
because of lack of space & safety aspects. Our children & staff also use the field next to school as
it is a completely safe & accessible transition from the school yard for our children. No roads need
to be crossed & there is zero risk from traffic intervention, making it an ideal place for our children
to play & learn. ALN: ALN provision is one of the most important things that needs to be
addressed and yet it is notably absent from the consultation document. Our ALN children at
Roseheyworth have built trusting, safe relationships with our staff. A change of campus for our
ALN children at this crucial foundation stage could cause regression in behaviour & learning,
increased anxiety, school avoidance & increased need for educational & emotional support. This
would lead to increased pressure on parents, children & staff. Most ALN pupils rely heavily on
routine, familiarity and stable environments. Even shorterm disruption would effect their Education
Health & Care Plans & their Individual Development Plans. This would delay their Literacy &
Numeracy interventions & will impact their attendance all adding to stress upon theirs, their
parents & their teachers mental health & wellbeing & leading to decreased attendance levels at
school & negative responses to the lestyn report. ALN pupils with sensory needs & social
communication difficulties who are currently comfortable in their learning/social environment at
Roseheyworth will struggle massively with increased class sizes, larger social groups, busier
playground & canteen environments. This also applies for the ALN children that already attend the
other two campuses, how will they cope with the change? You have not addressed how any of our
ALN children's needs will be met. We currently have two ‘Nests’ at Roseheyworth for ALN children.
They both have safe areas for the children to learn & play and our ALN children thrive in these
areas. Moving these children to mainstream learning or forcing them into ALN provisions at Tillery
Street & Six Bells that are already pushed for resources would be detrimental to a healthy future
for these children & the children that already attend the other two campuses. Young Carers: We
have a number of young carers at Roseheyworth. These children have been completely
overlooked. Their responsibilities are already at a strain & moving them away from the proximity to
the people that they care for will only add to this stress. Pupil numbers & Nursery/rising 3
exclusion from the proposal: We currently have 161 pupils in attendance at Roseheyworth. This
includes 30 nursery children & 5 rising 3's as of this term (April). As a 3-16 model the nusery/rising
3 numbers should never have been excluded from this consultation. A question that was raised at
our Public meeting has never been answered. How do Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
propose to accommodate the current 102 nursery/rising 3 children within the statutory numbers?
As currently as it stands, down to your figures there will not be enough space to accommodate
these children. Rise in population: With upcoming planned redundancies in Ystruth Primary
School & the current lack of space across the borough how will it be possible to accommodate
unplanned intakes. We recently had an influx of children on the role at Roseheyworth from a
migration situation. What happens if we are in this situation again? 22 affordable homes aimed at
young families are to be built by Melin on the former Bowls Club site on Vivian Street in Six Bells &
between 2026 - 2029 there are a minimum of 56 affordable homes projected to be built in the local
area not to mention an influx of Childrens Care Homes currently planned for various sites in the
borough. How will the influx of children be accommodated? How robust & stress tested are your
projections based on this planned housing growth, alongside migration patterns & future change in
parental preferences in particular with the stresses that will be put upon lack of school transport?
What are your sources for future birth rates as the consultation provides no evidence for this?
Gov.Wales have projected a population increase of 5.6% in a ten year period between 2022 &
2032 for Blaenau Gwent. With your own plans of creating a transport link & the railway line being
extended to Abertillery, local regeneration including The Heads of the Valley Strategic Programme
bringing new jobs & hence new families to the area, also being attracted by the prospect of some
of the lowest house prices in the UK in our borough (Abertillery in particular) & with great transport






links to Cardiff & Bristol when the new station at Abertillery arrives, then how can you possibly
project the intake of new children at ALC? It is our prediction that at this point that two Primary
campuses will not be able to accommodate the influx of children.

Part 2 of 2 Figures: Since the proposal was released we as PTFA have requested numerous
freedom of information documents & figures from various sources. Your figures & the responses to
us need to be looked into by yourselves. The last maintenance report produced for ALC was
during 2022. Would it not have made sense to obtain the current maintenance report which is due
in June 2026 before even considering putting forward this proposal? We requested a schedule of
works at Roseheyworth & we know that most have been carried out & that the majority of work
needed on the building is cosmetic. The building has also only recently since Christmas had new
security doors fitted on the corridors & a new CCTV system. It was stated by Steven Thomas
during our public meeting that the school will be kept within the education sector. Then surely
these maintenance costs will still need to be met & what is the difference in keeping it open as a
primary school than as of something else in education? How do you plan on saving the money? By
moving Roseheyworth students how will you plan to balance the figures & save money from the
projected deficit? You mentioned in our Public meeting about restructure & possibly even adding
space to Six Bells & Tillery Street Campuses this will inevitably cost 100's of thousands of pounds.
With the added pressure of extra works traffic at already congested drop off & pick up times.
Adding to this cost will be the safety assessment & adjustments to the road safety aspects. Extra
road crossings, increased street lighting, extra salting of pavements in winter months, extra car
parking spaces including access for more disabled vehicles, improved emergency access &
inevitably the cost of parking wardens or police presence when the traffic becomes so congested
with the added cars from Roseheyworth parents. Traffic flow is already at maximum stress levels
at Tillery Street & Six Bells. As per guidance from the Welsh Governments ‘safe routes to school’
initiative, what happens if the routes to Tillery Street & Six Bells are deemed to be unavailable or
unsafe? We know that Gladstone Street & Oak Street in particular are high traffic areas & are
particularly dangerous especially with Gladstone Street being the main bus route from Abertillery
to Brynmawr. How do you plan on getting our children to school safely & mitigating the costs of
this? Added to this is the proposed £30,000 a year cost to transport a small proportion of children
who currently attend Roseheyworth to & from Tillery Street & Six Bells. This solution is not cost
effective as the majority of children at our school will not qualify for this service as they live under
the required mileage radius. We received some documents from a reputable source that state that
the top heads/deputies within ALC between them earn over 1.1 million pounds. A copy of the
document was handed over to Steven Thomas at the public meeting. Surely a restructure of staff &
investing in more teaching staff, alongside the proposal of dissolving the ALC model should be
considered as a priority over closing our school. Breakfast Club, After School Provision & Mini
Me's Pre-School: We currently provide 60 children with breakfast club supervision at
Roseheyworth. The Welsh Government Breakfast Club Provision aims to improve health, nutrition
and educational attainment. If funding is not provided to allow the 60 children at Roseheyworth
that currently attend breakfast club to access the provision at the other campuses, surely the aims
of the Welsh Government initiative are not met by Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council. Mini
Me's also currently provides after school provision for a number of Roseheyworth pupils, how will
you plan to help the parents of these children during the proposed transition? Minis is currently
running at full capacity. The setting also provides Flying Start provision. Can you assure parents
that Mini Me's will stay within the Roseheyworth Community? There are parents that currently walk
their children to Mini Mes from the Roseheyworth Community. Will you foot the transport costs for
these children to a new setting? There are also working parents that drop children to Breakfast
Club at Roseheyworth & then younger siblings to Mini Me's how do you plan to help the working
parents that currently do this? There are also parents that dont drive but dont live in your free
transport catchment area. These parents also have children that attend Roseheyworth & have
siblings at Mini Me's. How do you plan to help these parents? Community Impact: The support
that Roseheyworth Primary & Roseheyworth PTFA have been shown since the proposal release
has been unprecedented. We have taken the time to chat to people within the community & not
one person has disagreed with our objection to closure. Roseheyworth Primary has both
Emotional & Historical significance being the Millenium School & its closure would have a massive
impact on the people of Roseheyworth & surrounding areas as it is the heart of the community. As
previously mentioned, Roseheyworth PTFA have held many events at Roseheyworth Primary,






including Summer Fayres, Christmas Markets, Easter Egg Hunts, Community Bingo nights to
name just a few. These events bring our community together & the loss of these events would be
catastrophic. Your community assessment states that there will be neutral to no effect on the
surrounding community & this could not be further from the truth. Your new Marmot Council
mission statement says: ‘We're committed to a bold and important ambition: to reduce health
inequalities and improve the lives of everyone in our communities - no matter where they live, what
they earn, or what background they come from’ If you want everyone to ‘thrive in a fair, inclusive &
resilient community’ as you state then we as Roseheyworth PTFA urge you to retract this proposal
& keep Roseheyworth Primary open for our children & their families, our teachers and our
community. Listen to our concerns & provide us with a brighter, healthier future. Stand by your
statements because our children deserve stability, safety, and an environment that nurtures their
potential. Roseheyworth Primary has been, and continues to be a fantastic setting where children
are given the very best educational experiences. We hope you take our concerns on board. ALC
Roseheyworth PTFA

Pathetic closing a good school
Please give Roseheyworth another chance. Staff and children do matter!

Please keep the school
Please keep this school open for the local people of Abertillery.

Plenty of pupils in school. Schools recommended already to capacity. Also to bus the pupils to
and from school. Council need to compromise on cost. This is not visible and council are only
interested in money they can make from site.

Potential closer of this school is a no. | cannot see how its possible to spread the children around
already over crowded classrooms. Adding more stress to the teachers etc. Surely this will affect
the children. Sixbells campus is fairly small. Small classrooms, small play areas. The cars down
there in the mornings and afternoons is absolute carnage now youll just be Adding to this.

Pupil number are already too high in all Abertillery schools. The education our children receive is
already substandard, this will only have A negative impact.

Putting other pupils into other local schools will not help. It has been stated they have surplus
spaces, | believe this is not correct. My grandson attends six bells, he has additional needs and
teachers have said the size of the class is holding him back, but no help, but will increase the class
size? What about safety with the children going/leaving the said schools? The new six bells
campus is ridiculous with some parents parking at 2.15 as there is no spaces otherwise, same as
abertillery. How will pupils being moved get to the other schools? They attend roseheyworth for a
reason
Rethink this idea for staff and children. They are having their lives turned upside down!
ridiculous idea
Ridiculous who thought to close the school want to spend a day there, the teaching staff and TAs
do magnificent jobs as all the cleaners, kitchen staff and caretaker.

Ridiculous! More spent on supply, Traffic issues, teachers unable to cope, Children walking miles!
Roseheyworth School is the only school in Abertillery with good access and parking. It has Mini-
Mes, lots of space and is the best position of all schools. Six Bells and Tillery street would not cope
with extra pupils so it needs to remain open for the children’s benefit and not to suit an under
achieving, inadequate Education department.

Roseheyworth school is home to many pupils including my own son who has struggled to settle
into school. The school caters towards children with ALN needs more so than the other schools
and the closure is going to massively impact not only my child but many others. It is completely
unacceptable! Our children deserve to be taught in a place they feel safe. Going to either tillery
street or 6 bells which is already over crowded is going to cause significant issues for our children.
Not to mention parents who cannot drive. Its all well and good putting on transport however that
isnt cost effective. The additional traffic to the already chaotic roads outside tillery street and six
bells campuses with only cause further congestion and risk the childrens and the publics safety
even further than it is at present. Rosehayworth campus is the best campus out of the 3 schools
and should not be closed! It is an upsetting time for all of us parents, teachers and the wider
community who do not agree with the closure. | refuse to allow my son into one of the other
schools where they are under performing. | will home school my son before i allow him into an
overcrowded classroom. It is unacceptable. My son is devastated at the possible closure. He is 6






years old. This decision is 100% NOT being made in the best interests of my son nor the other
children at the school.

Roseheyworth has been a fabulous school that has changed my daughter She is now so
confident and likes to feel settled. The thought of closure really worries me with regards to my
childs mental state. She is also not keen on crouds and noise and i feel a bigger class with panic
her. At the present we have a lovely walk to school but on moving my daughter i know we will
have a stressful start to the day. One we will have to drive and two, the current situation with
parking and drop off is awful. | have passed both locations in ALC and have been stuck repeatedly
when just passing by at school times. | also wonder if it is even safe at the moment for those
situated in Abertillery and sixbells.

Roseheyworth is a relatively new school. Why close it and move pupils to other schools causing
overcrowding and upset to all the children involved. It seems to be the policy of Blaecnau Gwent
council to build new, knock down the old, then discover the new build does not work as well as
expected. So they decide to close that as well. Look at the money that gets wasted ALL THE
TIME. Leave Roseheyworth alone. Stop causing upsets to children and parents. The ALC was the
idea of someone in the council a few years ago and there was a lot of opposition to that now it
seems the council want to make changes to that. LEAVE THINGS ALONE. What happens to the
school building? Will that be put up for sale?

Roseheyworth is an incredible school. All throughout my placement | was supported by all staff,
and the children thrived every single day. | have friends whose children go to this school and see
the progress they make! Getting rid of this school will be a huge mistake and | feel that the
children’s education will be disturbed and we will see a drop in children’s attendance and mental
well being.

Roseheyworth is at the heart of the community. So many children come from severely deprived
backgrounds. We know the children well and cater for their needs. These needs may be lost in
classes of 30. We know who hasn’t had breakfast because parents are unable to get them to
breakfast club on time. We give them food. We know who has no coat or jumper. We give them
appropriate clothes to wear so they can go out to play. We know the children who have no books
or pencils at home so we secretly arrange for them to ‘win’ these in prizes. It breaks my heart that
these children - who are already so disadvantaged- will go unnoticed in huge classes. Staff will be
too busy and worn down coping with 30 in a class, that things will go unnoticed - or if they are
noticed, no-one will be able to help. How can families who struggle to get their children dressed
appropriately and in school in time to eat breakfast, be able to cope with having to walk half an
hour away to TS campus? The reality is that they won’t. The weather, time and distance will be
another barrier for the deprived. | understand why this is being considered but the cost of closing
Roseheyworth will be far more than £200,000 a year. It will be cost the education of many.
Although sceptics fear that this is a ‘done deal’ | really hope that the voices of everyone in
Abertillery will be listened to and that Roseheyworth will remain open.

Roseheyworth Millennium School is a very unique, special school that is at the heart of the tight
knit communities of Arael View, The Lanes, Blaenau Gwent and beyond. 16 years ago, when the
time came to choose the right school for our two young children, we visited all the primaries in the
area. We wanted a school that would offer a nurturing, caring environment, where classes were
small and all the teachers knew all of the children - from Nursery all the way through to year 6.
Somewhere that our children would feel safe, cared for and at home, reducing anxiety and
creating a healthy learning culture. Even though our nearest school at the time was Abertillery
Primary, we chose Roseheyworth because it offered all of the things that we wanted. A small
school with excellent staff that were like a family to the children. Talking to current parents, this is
still true of the school today. Roseheyworth Primary is a real lifeline for children who don't do well
in bigger, busier environments. If Roseheyworth is closed, there won't be any other option for
those children. It should be cherished and preserved for the gem of a school that it is. Please don't
take that away from the children, parents and carers who desperately need it.

Roseheyworth Road Campus is a much loved hub of the community. Staff provide an enriching
education for the learners that attend there and know the families that they they serve very well.
Parents and careers have positive relationships with school staff and this partnership is the
foundation of a happy learners who feel secure in this wonderful learning environment. The
proposal to reduce capacity at ALC by closing Roseheyworth Road Campus would most certainly
have a negative impact on the families currently served by Roseheyworth Campus. Parents will






become disengaged with their child's education due to the distance and geography of the other
school campuses. As a former School Governor at Roseheyworth Road School, | am aware of the
respect and gratitude that the families in the Roseheyworth area hold for the location and provision
of this nearby school to their homes. It would be a huge mistake to go forward with this proposal.
Roseheyworth school has been the heart of Roseheyworth community for 26 years, The children
of Roseheyworth have loved Their experience in the school. Two of my children have gone to the
school and my son is due to start in September, Trying to get my son to one of the other
schoolmates would be near impossible as | have a disabled daughter and | don't drive. This
proposal will do nothing but harm to the community of Roseheyworths children and parents,
Roseheyworth school is a fundamental part of the community. This proposal is about money, not
the wellbeing of the children or staff. It's not about education or teaching and learning- it's a money
deficit allowed to get bigger year on year by BGCBC. The communication of this proposal was
non existent to staff and staff found out in an appalling Facebook post generated by BGCBC. | do
believe this consultation is all smoke and mirrors - nothing will be achieved by the community
having their say. It’s all about money. As with the 3-16 proposal - the consultation didn’t change a
thing! It's such a shame for the Roseheyworth community and the thought of having to relocate
children across the other side of Abertillery - a very unwanted stress for parents and careers. I'm
sure there will be little if any support by BGCBC for this and Mrs Jarvis will I'm sure have an
extremely stressful few months handling this uproar. That'’s if she’s not another head teacher being
seen off by the 3-16 school model established by BGCBC- once again to save money!
Roseheyworth should not be closed, many parents walk their children to school including myself
for many different reasons - mine being | cannot drive and my husband works in shifts and cannot
fetch/drop her off all the time, and although | have no problem walking to one of the other schools
in Abertillery my daughter who has medical conditions cannot walk that distance, the walk to
Roseheyworth takes us roughly 5 minutes however when I've walked into town centre it is about a
20 minute walk. Closing Roseheyworth puts a lot of parents with a similar problem - if we cannot
drive or walk that distance, how will our kids get to school without extra costs?

Roseheyworth is what makes aber kids educated

Sadly | think the closure of Roseheyworth School will have a rolling effect on all the children in the
community. Not only will it cause upset to those being relocated to different schools but it will
increase class numbers of the other 2 schools which my son's clsss is already 30 children in a
mixed age group class which i already feel is full capacity. Meals duration times have also been
an ongoing issue as from listening to my sons feedback they already have limited time to eat and
feel this will be stretching this even further. Parking at drop off and pick up at Tillery Street is
already very busy and parking is real issue at the school site and in various streets so adding more
families would just cause more chaos to the area. | understand this is proposed due to financial
issue but feel the childrens well being and education will be jeopardised by making these changes.
Save our school! Roseheyworth school is where | went to primary school it's an amazing place for
education and so close to families who do not have transport and | know a lot of families have
children at this school who has only now settled into the environment and would not benefit being
moved schools!

School classes will be too big and kids won't have chance to engage with teachers and learn
adequately. A lot of pupils walk to school and do not have transport. Council big wigs still get their
pay rises year on year even though services get cut and council tax continues to rise, what are
they actually being paid for?

School drop off and pick ups are chaos enough down sixbells campus as it is without adding more
traffic. Classes are big enough as it is without adding more pupils, making classes more busier
will have a huge effect on staff and children’s learning and wellbeing.

School not to shut!!!

School traffic already cause disruption around our house from Abertillery primary, and this will
become worse if more children attend the school. Traffic park on pavements and block our drive
etc
Schools are already overcrowded. To many pupils to a class
Schools are important part of communities and a closure in my eyes is a negative move | am
writing as member of the wider Abertillery community to express our strong opposition to the
proposed closure of Roseheyworth School. This decision does not only affect the families whose
children attend the school; it affects all of us who live, work, and travel in this area. Moving an






entire school’s worth of children into Six Bells and Tillery Street, both of which are already close to
capacity, will inevitably result in overcrowded classrooms and overstretched staff. This is not the
kind of learning environment our town’s children deserve, and it risks lowering the quality of
education across Abertillery as a whole. We are also extremely concerned about the significant
increase in traffic this proposal would create around Six Bells and Tillery Street. These areas
already struggle with congestion, parking issues, and road safety challenges during school drop off
and pick up times. Adding hundreds more children to these sites will make an already difficult
situation dangerous. Local roads simply cannot cope with the increased volume of cars, buses,
and pedestrians, putting children, parents, and residents at real and unnecessary risk. For these
reasons, we strongly urge the council to reconsider. Closing Roseheyworth School would not only
remove a valuable community asset but would also create avoidable safety hazards and place
huge pressure on other schools in the town. Abertillery deserves solutions that protect our
children’s education and safeguard our community, not decisions that put both at risk.

Schools are over crowded and under staffed as it is, it needs to stay open.

Schools are over crowded enough without merging yet another school.

Schools been making continuous cut back and now want to close another school and put more
strain on the schools that will remain open - schools need to stay open and invest more into
children education

Should not shut school not fair on children or staff if anything shut the comp and rebuild it.

Since the school was opened on 2000 it has been a massive part of the local community. My
sisters, brother, cousins, and 5 children have all attended roseheyworth. | recently moved and had
to take my youngest daughter out of the school which was a very hard decision for myself and
husband. If the school closes it will have a massive impact on just the children and parents of
roseheyworth but of the other children and parents from the other schools.

Six Bells and Tillery primary will be dangerously over loaded with traffic, class swelling will also
affect childrens learning capacity

Six bells campus is all ready horrendous for parking at pick up and drop off times. Theres not
enough staff at the schools to cater for the children thats their know. Why should our children have
to suffer more due to the council and there cuts all the time!!

Sixbells and Tillery street are already full, it is not fair on pupils or teachers to add more children to
these schools if they close roseheyworth campus. The parking and access is awful in both
campuses, and parents will have to travel further ro take their children to school. My child will
suffer if class sizes are increased. | believe the councils actions are wrong and is a money saving
exercise, nothing more.

Sixbells campus already have split age classes so surely couldn’t accommodate more children

So far 3 of my grandchildren have attended Roseheyworth school. | would like my 4th to attend
too. There is excellent communication between the staff/parents and pupils which | feel will be lost
in a school with greater staff to pupil numbers

Stop closing schools

Stop the decay in society NOW! VOTE REFORM!

Surely our schools and our childrens wellbeing and education is the most important thing over any
situation the council finds itself in. There must be another saving somewhere within blaenau
gwent, that would stop this tragedy from happening. It is paramount that the children of abertillery
campuses are not put under any more pressure with rise of the class sizes and upheaval of the
closure of a school. It is appalling

The 3 to 16 system has been a disaster since its introduction. | believe this decision should be
delayed and an external independent enquiry should be held, to find a satisfactory solution moving
forward. With council elections due in May 2027 | would defer until then, as we may have a newly
elected run council.

The class sizes are big enough and its going to put strain on our kids learning

The classes are already over crowded. Teachers are trying to teach too many students in one
class with the children various learning skills. Closing the school will put added pressure on other 2
school plus the school is only 20 year old

The classes are too big now, what will happen when child numbers go up again, we have lost the
right to choose which school we send our children to now. Enough is enough with this council

The classrooms are full as it is and not fair on pupils or the strain on teachers






The closure of roseheyworth school well.bring great disruption to my child and to myself he loves
the school the teachers and the children and is doing really well. | also walk to the school and then
catch the bus to work from outside of the school so changing schools would be a great
disadvantage

The closure of Roseheyworth School will dramatically effect the education of our children. The two
school's proposed to send the children to are both full. Nurodivergent children are going to suffer
because of change of environment. And to travel from Roseheyworth to the Sixbells campus or
Tillery St campus is going to be impossible for those without a car.

The closure of the childcare setting mini me’s would leave me struggling with childcare while I'm at
work.

The closure of the school will severely impact the other schools due to increase class size. many
parents will struggle with how far they will have to travel to school every day. the other schools
pick up and drop off times everday is a health and safety hazard as it is let alone if roseheyworth
closes.

The closure of the school would be devastating for the community, as well as adding pressure on
the accommodating school, not to mention the traffic when dropping off and picking up, its manic
now i can only imagine what problems this will cause.

The closure of this school is uncalled for and short sighted. Many inconsistencies in the proposals
figures are glaringly obvious. Another back handed, probably unlawful plan by a council that has
ZERO interest in being of service to Abertillery residents and the adults of the future. You should
be ashamed.

The closure of this school will have an adverse affect on pupils already in the school. Can't the
council look at other areas in the borough where savings could be made.

The closure of this school will in my opinion have a devastating effect on the local community, my
concerns include the distance from Roseheyworth to the next educational facility in Abertillery,
some of the parents are high risk and most are in the catchment of poverty adding the expense of
transport to their financial out-going could cause significant harm with a high risk of low attendance
at school. The safety of the roads that the children may need to walk upon is another concern to
me as some of the roads are narrow and the pavements are small this for a family with a disabled
or small child will need to be looked at for the safeguarding of all concerned. | am very aware of
the numbers of children already attending Tillery street campus and Six Bells and having to
accommodate all the children from Roseheyworth into one or both is going to cause disruption and
possibly great concern to not only parents, children but also the current staff at each of the
campuses. These will need to be looked at and addressed to all parties before the direct action
can be taken. The staff at Roseheyworth have set up the Nest for AN children and at this time they
are looking after children who find mainstream school too difficult, this will also need to be
addressed as these children need extra support and a safe place to be able to reach the individual
capability, i am aware that both of the other campuses also have the provision for children like
those at Roseheyworth but is there the facilities to expand the provision to maintain the high level
of care needed for these children. Roseheyworth is only 26 years old and provides a clean safe
environment for all the local children, i am aware of the decline in births but this happens on a
regular time period and i would also ask how if the number rise again will the schools cope if
Roseheyworth campus was no longer available. As a small childcare business that has been
based in Roseheyworth Campus for 16 years we have been an integral part of the school feeding
children through from areas all over Blaenau Gwent. We are Flying Start affiliated along with the
Welsh Government 30 hour free childcare programme, we also offer holiday clubs and afterschool
for working parents. My concerns are that the local community will loose this provision as well as
the opportunity to view such activities as forest school. Is the Welsh government aware that if the
school closes that they will potentially loose a childcare provider that was one of the first to take in
children under their scheme? | would appreciate the information regarding this proposal to have
been brought to me before it was made public as i employ 9 members of staff and would like to
know about how the potential closure could impact on their employment and if there is any facility
in place to be able to allow the childcare to remain operational. The staff are very concerned as i
am sure you can understand and as Flying start is expanding to cover the whole of Blaenau Gwent
where are those children going to go as the proposal doesn't allow for them, we are also aware
that there is an initiative for all schools to be able to provide the Early years capability and if Mini






Me's Person Bach Fel Fi Ltd have no where to go this cannot be the case for the 3-16 school as a
whole. Please reconsider you proposal.

The community need the stability of a local school.

The continued decimation of primary schools in the Abertillery valley is concerning; leaving a
primary school at one end of the valley and one in the middle leaves great swathes of children
without a sense of community that the school provides.

The council has not been transparent with information or details of plans. The information
regarding capacity and impact on the other two campuses is required as well and details of their
budgets and how the over all positions will be if the change does go ahead

The decision to redistribute additional pupils into classes that are already at or near capacity is
deeply concerning. Increasing class sizes in this way will inevitably impact the quality of education,
individual attention, and overall wellbeing of the children. Larger class sizes place additional strain
on teaching staff and reduce the level of support each child receives, particularly those who may
require extra assistance. How will these increase numbers be managed? The situation raises
concerns on safeguarding, classroom space, resources and staff work load.

The fact there moving the kids to schools which are already full is not acceptable. Moving aln kids
into a environment like this will only hinder there education nevermind there mindset and there
progress with there needs. Transport and the logistics of getting kids to the process schools with
be very difficult especially with a household, like ours, where we have 2 kids to transport and
especially when there's no guarantee that they will be in the same school. Further more on the
splitting up of classes dividing social and friendship groups will not benefit the pupils in any way
especially when they have aln learning needs.classes which are understaffed and near capacity as
it is will not help kids with aln needs as they need 1 to 1 teaching and constant care. Another
problem is parking at the proposed schools. As these schools that are already nearly at capacity
and the parking isn't appropriate for the kids there as it is not the parents to park how is this issue
going to be dealt with?? Kids with aln needs need a safe and practical environment to leave school
and enter school from without the risk of traffic causing them harm. Things like breakfast clubs, out
of school activities etc which require a placement or a application to get in will not be available to
the kids being moved from roseheyworth as they will not have any priority over the pupils already
there. These services often help parents with flexibility to picking up and dropping off there kids
with jobs etc. if aln students are moved into one of the proposed schools which do not meet there
needs or is not ideal for them how is said school going to be adapted or made to meet the required
needs of these students in such a time that doesn't effect there education?? Money will have to be
spent, which apparently, is not there otherwise roseheyworth would not be in a plan to be closed.
Roseheworth needs to stay open not only for the benefit of the children attending there but the
parents and the community surrounding it. I'm my opinion roseheyworth should be made into a aln
only school where they can provide the education and care they need and deserve for the
abertillery community.

The idea will just not work in reality. Car parking is already a nightmare in Tillery Street and having
another school-full of pupils and parents join will make it outright dangerous and a nightmare for
the residents around with cars spilling out on to the streets during drop off times. The catchment
area for free transport is no where big enough to alleviate this. The fact you will be massively
disrupting the older students just at end of their time at Roseheyworth school and moving them to
another school for a year, and then they would be moving again in a year's time will be incredibly
detrimental to their education. Children with ALN will not cope with this huge change well at all and
| feel their needs are being completely disregarded in favour of saving a few pounds. It is well
knownt aht larger classes are detrimental to students' education and you are for some reason
trying to make that happen. | dont know of anyone who is in favour of this ridiculous plan and it
needs to stop. | can understand maybe stopping new intake and letting the current set of students
ride out their time but not moving them on to a school where they know nobody, students and
teachers. This needs to stop.

The impact on the others campuses and the students has not been shared. Six bells is already a
nightmare and unsafe at pick up times

The lack of adequate parking at both campuses, the increase travel distance, the further pressure
on teaching staff, the impact to class sizes, new uniform to be bought or changed for parents
struggling in a cost of living, a ridiculous proposal and a clear waste of resources and poor money
management






The larger classes at the other two schools are a concern thus impacting staff and pupils. Parking
at drop off and pick up time, which is already problematic at both junior schools, will become far
more congested therefore encouraging perilous and prohibited parking.

The local community will be spread to schools to far away from home and will require car transfer
which will add to the congestion already felt by the other settings. Also the overcrowding in other
class settings will impact education at a fundamental level its also a shock the after only 25 years
this building is classed as not viable to repair. The pre school facility is a vital part for many parents
in the area and allows the children the advantage off preschool education and development.

The local infrastructure around six bells cant cope with the current car situation as it is. Some
roads are unpassable during school drop off and pick up times.

The loss of a school is a sad occasion for any community. However, if it must be done surely the
building could be used for a training centre for those wishing to do technical studies. Alternatively-
an 11-16 welsh base unit.

The other 2 school are over crowded as it is.

The other schools are at max capacity and with the traffic flow of the residential areas are not
equipped as it is. Many children already walk to school and other drive making more traffic in these
areas. The pressure on teachers are already high with the bigger classes making not enough
support for staff and children alike.

The other schools are over numbered in my opinion

The parking is already really bad and an influx of traffic would make it unsafe for school users and
residents also the classrooms would be overcrowded whilst closing a perfectly good school with
good facilities.

The pressures on Teachers and support staff is currently debilitating forcing reliable staff to either
take extra sickness leave that they do not want to take or to leave the profession early. Please
reconsider smaller, more manageable classes across the campus to alleviate some of the stresses
we are all under as dedicated professionals.

The primary schools will be to crowed, people are going to lose jobs my mother included. If any
school needs to go or has the most work needing done on is the comp, get rid of that building &
leave our primary schools alone they’ve already been messed with once with the closing of Oak
street primary & Bryngwyn

The proposal is detrimental to the children’s education and attendance. Blaenau Gwent has issues
with attendance already and moving children to schools further away will make matters worse The
other schools are already having issues with students working in corridors despite being “under
capacity” so it is not clear where the extra students will go As a side note, removing the school will
reduce facilities in the Arael View area, this should lead to a reduction in council tax

The proposal is not acceptable because Abertillery and Six Bells campuses are already
overcrowded, with class sizes beyond capacity, congestion around the sites, and ongoing safety
concerns including recent police involvement, and increasing pupil numbers from new housing
developments will only worsen this. A more reasonable and balanced solution would be to review
and adjust catchment areas so pupils from Abertillery and Six Bells attend Roseheyworth, which
has more space and would support fairer distribution, improved wellbeing, and better learning
conditions. It is unclear why Sofrydd, an older site with low numbers, has not been considered,
and closing Sofrydd while directing pupils to Six Bells would be more logical than placing
additional pressure on already stretched campuses. Forcing Roseheyworth pupils to travel
significantly further contradicts Welsh Government guidance on local access, wellbeing, safe
travel, and community-based learning, and the proposal as it stands does not align with these
principles or support the needs of learners or the wider community.

The reasons for this: Closure of a perfectly good school with good facilities that really hasn't been
open that long to send children to other already overcrowded primary schools. Traffic and vehicle
access, already can't manage with the volume that travels to Six Bells let alone additional traffic.
This is surely dangerous for the children and local residents. Roseheyworth is a primary school
for children aged 3-11. Alot of the children attending there live very local to that school with many
parents unable to drive or have no car, how can a 3 or 4 year old be walked to either of the
alternative primaries before and after school at that age (given the good old British weather that
we have) many of these children would be soaked before getting there.

The roads around both Tillery st Campus and the Secondary school are already dangerous due to
lack of parking facilities. Cars are regularly parked on pavements which means pedestrians, prams






etc have to walk in the middle of the road. Increasing capacity at the school would only add to the
parking problem.

The school and teachers are part of this area! This school is an important part for children and
parent and give an extra value to Abertillery.

The school is a very keen part of the community

The school is essential for the local community. The transport links in this area are poor and
children cannot catch bus to six bells and then back (about 1.2 miles) as there is not a safe
approved way and so children would be put at risk. The school serves a large housing estate that
often find engaging in school difficult due to poor outcomes themselves as the schools their
children will attend with fuller classes and less staff. The whole school community is flawed in its
very amalgamation. Too many managers steering the ship in all sorts of directions. Six bells has
already been a disaster with lower attendance than bryngwyn and queen street that it replaced.
Traffic is dangerously crowded along the streets surrounding, few opportunities to park make it a
danger to students and the public alike Teaching staff will no longer know the children if the
community or understand the simple geography of trekking from one town to a smaller village
through an unmarked route. Some children have never been as far as six bells at this age. It
needs to be recognised that primary phase pupils need stability and safety not cuts and economy
drives. If the school is demolished it would likely take a million pounds as did the leisure centre
after being left idle for ten years. Investing in the school Will cost far less than resettling a
community in an alien landscape. Please consider the children not profiteering

The school is only 20 years old. What a waste of money, why would you close a perfectly sound
building

The school is only 26 years old. & has a good parking area for bus’s & cars. Where the other
schools dont.

The school is perfect and | do not support this merger it will take away from the kids learning

The school is such a lovely school and the other schools are way over crowded now if they move
my kids to sixbells | won’t be travelling to the school and back everyday as it's chaoes there now
The school parking at six bells and abertillery primary are already dangerous, people parking
anywhere, children having to walk on roads and so on. Teachers already have large amount of
pupils to each class, to close roseheyworth this can lead to children being overlooked, rises of
accident forms, bullying, and children underachieving. | have 2 children who are at sixbells primary
school, as i lived near when they was first registered, | decided to do the daily travel as that school
isnt as 'over run' with children as abertillery primary, and my children already had friends there and
didnt want to swap schools as my oldest said thats scary. So to split childrens friendship groups in
roseheyworth can lead to social anxiety, never mind those children who need extra support, who
dont deal well with change as it is.

The school should not close because it’s not fair on the children who walk to school and for the
parents who can’t drive.

The school should not close with loss of jobs and the upset of staff and children. Who thought this
idea is totally wrong

The school should remain open, six bells campus and Tillery street campus are already over
capacitated with students, closing Roseheyworth campus and merging them with the remaining
will just put more of a strain on the teachers, never mind the parents who don’t drive or are unable
to transport their children to these campuses, will there be something put in place to insure
children get to school safely if the school does close?

The school should remain open. It's a big upheaval to staff and children. The school is a great
asset to this community.

The school should stay open. Itis in a good area for families and there are a lot of children and
parents who rely on that school and the location it is in. Knocking it down would mean parents
would then have to find and fund travel to sixbells.

The school shouldn’t be closed!

The School was built new 26 years ago. It is a pleasant environment & building. Purpose built, to
replace Blaenau Gwent Infants & Cwmitillery Junior. The one draw back, | would say , is that it
is to the north of, the catchment area. This means that for pupils especially of, a young age to
travel to Sixbells . Is absolutely unacceptable. The Roseheyworth, housing estate & Areal view
couldn’t expect to travel to Sixbells. That is not considering the children from Blaenau Gwent.






When Blantillery school, was closed, it was very sad. However the children did not have to travel,
much further & a brand new school was provided, to replace a Victorian school. Roseheyworth in
my opinion is a very different situation. New school, our Children should not be uprooted from a
very stable environment of learning. | would like to meet, personally with the director of Education,
the Executive member of Education & the Leadership of the Council.

The schools are already overcrowded. Perhaps if we reduce the number of Councillors, you would
be able to use their annual salary to keep the school open.

The schools are already overcrowded. Students will have less chance to thrive as the teachers will
have too many students to focus on. Those who need it more. Also the traffic is already terrible
and will get much worse.

The size of classes are currently affecting some pupils with the capacity being too large, adding
even more numbers to an already struggling system will no doubt prove detrimental to not only the
children’s education but their wellbeing also.

The staff wages document going around is shocking. As a group we discussed it and | am shocked
there are 13 top staff for 4 schools. To save money this staff structure needs to be looked at.

The Tillery Street Campus is already at full capacity. The added traffic at start and finishing times
would impact on local residents. Concern regarding the continuing provision of the “nest" which
provides necessary support to primary aged pupils.

The traffic and disruption that we already get from abertillery primary is already bad enough
without another load of parents parking everywhere, especially blocking our back entrance, which
is already a problem that we have reported to the school and a local councillor several times but
nobody seems to care

The traffic will be even more dangerous around Tillery Street and Six bells Campuses

The two remaining campuses will be over run, parking will be terrible. Bigger classes for our
children resulting in poor learning outcomes.

The wages for teachers are insane. How can you justify 13 top level staff? Staff structure needs
looking at.

There are many different concerns regarding your proposal, including: *Why was Sixbells campus
built if there was a projected downfall in students? Surely if proper strategic planning was in place,
the cost of the new building to the tax payer could have been saved and the land used for other
purposes? Are you saying the councils failed in its original planning? Maximum classroom sizes
are not a target you should look to hit. If schools are under maximum capacity, this should be
considered a good thing as a higher quality of teaching and one to one education can be provided.
Appreciate | don’t have the figures and this is a sensitive subject, but hopefully you appreciate the
point | am attempting to make. Just by being in Abertillery, there has clearly been an increase in
ethnic minorities moving to the area, which | understand is partially due to government relocation
schemes etc. If this influx continues, will this place an additional burden on schools? | note English
is not the 1st language of some of these children, will they require more one 2 one support and
take teaching time away from other children when you inevitably cut staff numbers? As diagnosis
levels increase, how will you manage children with additional learning needs within a more
cramped learning environment? Pupils with conditions like Autism will see reduced wellbeing with
more crowded class rooms, play areas and less availability for one 2 one support. Staff retention
- ALC is already in special measures and with increased demands on teachers with pupil numbers
increasing, how will you ensure you retain the best educators, who may choose less pressured
environments or even different industries? Transport - local roads and parking around Tillery
Street and Sixbells Campuses are already a disaster, a literal serious accident waiting to happen.
Increased footfall and traffic will only worsen the problem. Was the original planning applications
approved for these pupil numbers? The secondary campus is a joke, leading to people leaving
the area. Perhaps you should put a proper plan in place for managing that environment before
cutting numbers. Have you considered why the population numbers are dropping? The town
should be increasing employment opportunities, which will bring people to the town and actually
grow the population. Another council department working in a silo and looking at how costs can be
cut to fire fight your way through budget pressures. We have the highest council tax in wales and
one of the highest in the UK and yet you continue to squeeze more and more - it's probably part
the reason the population is dropping so the cycle will just continue. Ultimately, you already know
this change is going to happen so again just another disappointment for the area to add to the list!






There has always been a local primary and junior school in our community going to these schools
myself ...then when Roseheyworth millennium school was built my 2 boys attended there and then
my daughter years later and also being a for.er dinner lady there the school is large with all the
things that are needed for the children. large play areas and also a large field that the children
have used over the years for sport day and other activities...how some mu.s are going to manage
to take their children to the other school that dont drive is beyond me i would have never of done it
myself being a single parent myself. Please think of our children and future children before your
decision of our much loved school ...staff and parent before you make you're decisions

There has been no adequate thought given to the impact of increased numbers of children at
Tillery Street and Six Bells, and how this could affect existing pupils. There has been no impact
and safety study on the affect of increased traffic, specially on Tillery and Newall Street, which are
already unacceptable at school drop off and pick up times. Resident cars and vans park on
pavements, there should be double yellows all up tillery and newall street on the non-parking side
of the roads to stop pavement parking. Traffic wardens should be able to fine people pavement
parking. There should be yellow school no stopping road markings either side of the Newall street
entrance and double yellow all up the non-parking side of the road. It's chaos some mornings
trying to get in and out of the circle drop off. Because of pavement parking and parking on double
lines further down tillery street traffic comes to a standstill. How can more people use the road to
get to the school when the council can't even sort out themes that already exists. Also, the
council should be ashamed of itself for building a school that apparently couldn't last 25 years
without needing major maintenance works. We had schools that lasted this community for over
100 years because they were built solidly, unlike Roseheyworth apparently. What a waste of
taxpayers money by Blaenau Gwent

There is enough traffic down the school as it is and enough in each classroom at present, without
adding to the class.

There is no suitable parking at Tillery St campus for existing parents. So, | believe it would be
dangerous to increase the capacity of the school.

There is not enough space for extra children

There is to many children in the classes as it is

There will be too many children in one class, the site is good for families that dont have transport
and are able to walk their children to school. The school has amazing facilities and children do well
there. To close this school would be criminal, putting money before childrens education and
families quality of life regarding transport. | feel if this goes ahead, you will see more children
missing out in school or being taught from home and missing out on the social side of school
There will be way too many pupils in one class, the classes are large enough now without extra
pupils added to it. My child’s and everyone else’s children’s education will suffer in order for
BGCBC to save a couple of quid. And don’t get me started on the pot holes.

There’s been no consideration to children with extra needs. The transport and class numbers
alone is not doable. Children who already have a hard time adjusting to changes in thier own
school are now going to face a lot more with all of this. They will be leaving trusted adults to
knowing no one safe. This has been dealt with appallingly and no concern has been had for any of
the pupils, parents or staff! You're breaking up classrooms, safe adults, safe spaces and a little
community that you have zero care for!

There’s not enough room in Sixbells school as it is they had to split reception between nursery and
reception so it will be over crowded with more pupils

These days the amount of pupils in each class, are already overloaded, this closure will only mean
larger pupil classes, in whatever school, they are put in.

They will be taken to other schools away from their friends to a new environment which may not be
used to and many schools may be to full to accept new students. Choice taken away.

Think about the poor children in all of this!!! They will be the ones who suffer :(

Think it's a joke your looking to cut cost on children’s education! The schools they would have to
merge into are already at capacity and it's a massive health risk as the traffic in these other
schools is already dangerous without the additional from roseheyworth! | haven’t seen any positive
alternatives from yourselves trying to raise money, reinvesting from other projects. Just closing a
school. Abertillery as a town is being left behind in this borough and you as a council and your
government should be ashamed!






Thinking of the parents having to get their children to school if they go to six bells or Abertillery, will
they supply a bus.

This area is a very poor area of Blaenau Gwent with predominantly large amounts of social
housing and economic inactivity. The children in this area are already at a disadvantage and to
have their local school taken away is not benefiting the children or families that live in this area.
We need to be supporting these children and families with additional statutory services rather than
taking them away.

This closure is so wrong, there is not enough schools in the area as it is what is wrong with you.
This decision is deeply disappointing and, frankly, the wrong one. | find it incredibly difficult to
accept that, at a time when we should be doubling down on support for young people in our most
deprived communities, we are instead taking it away. Closing Roseheyworth will hit those who can
least afford it the hardest — families already facing real, day-to-day challenges. Let’s be clear:
decisions like this do not land evenly. They fall hardest on those already struggling — families
without the means, time, or flexibility to absorb the impact. Roseheyworth isn’t just a school — it’s
part of the fabric of the community. It represents stability, opportunity, and a sense of belonging.
And its closure risks taking that away from the very children who need it most. If we are serious
about fairness, about opportunity, and about giving every young person in Abertyleri a genuine
chance in life, then we should be investing in these communities — not stripping provision from
them. This doesn’t feel like progress. It feels like those at the bottom are being asked to carry the
weight of decisions they didn’t create. We cannot build a better future by taking away from those
who need the most.

This idea is so wrong on all fronts, so much disruption all across the board. Do any of the people
matter in all of this!

This idea is wrong. We only have two schools in the area, so where are these children meant to
go. They must be so confused. Think again.

This is a brilliant school. Why squeeze more children onto another school minimising learning as
classes will be bigger

This is a case of money over children’s future.

This is a great school please keep it.

This is a lovely, relatively new school with excellent outdoor facilities moving children to the other
campuses will increase congestion and parking problems. why build a new campus (Six Bells)
and a couple of years later close another? what a massive waste of money shame on you!

This is a ridiculous all those children are in their safety net enviroment, it will affect childrens
mental health massively and parents who cannot drive will take their children out of the eduction
syatem all together

This is an absolute outrage,when you are wasting money on the likes of the construction to turn
the old library into offices that wont get used and the constant waste of funding by BGCBC. Each
and everyone of you should be ashamed of yourselves. BGCBC you will have one hell of a fight on
your hands.

This is an absolutely devastating proposal. Roseheyworth School is a fantastic learning hub it’s
loss will be detrimental to the community. For once Blaenau Gwent Council do something that will
help the young of the area Not take it away

This is due to the parking impact on my St (Newall St) and also the fact that increased traffic will
make the surrounding Roads more dangerous for the school children and families trying to get to
school.

This is just another way to try to save money at the local children’s expense. How are you going to
fit all the children into the existing classes at the other schools without the classes becoming too
big? | think consideration should be given to how far away from the Roseheyworth Campus the
other schools are...not all families have access to a car. | know some parents use the after school
club to facilitate them working, how will these parents manage? Will they be forced to give up work
which in turn will have a detrimental effect on their lives.

This is not the best idea. Youve ever had school is a hub for parents and pupils to get to know
each other. These children are going to be lost!

This is stupid as alc will be overloaded and the children will be overcrowded, thus the special
needs children will suffer






This is the most disadvantaged area of Abertillery, to move these children to other schools will
cause more absence from school especially during the winter and bad weather, causing them to
fall further behind. With more ALN children in two schools causes more issues for the children
concerned, staff and other pupils, as they will not have the room or staff to accommodate them
properly.

This plan demonstrates a complete disregard for both pupils and teachers. Adding approximately
ten extra children to each class at Tillery Street and Six Bells will inevitably harm the learning
environment for students who are already there. One teacher managing classes of around 25
pupils is neither reasonable nor effective, and it places unacceptable pressure on staff while
diminishing educational outcomes. This appears to be a money-driven decision made by someone
at the council who is far removed from the realities of the classroom. If accountability mattered,
that individual would be removed from their role and the funds redirected to properly supporting
our schools.

This proposal is absolutely disgusting and not in the best interest of the children, educational, well
being or emotional.

This proposal will be a huge blow to Roseheyworth and the community surrounding it. Children
expected to travel longer distances from such a deprived area will end up not attending school,
impacting their education and wellbeing. The needs ALN children in Six Bells and Tillery Street will
be detrimental. Any spare space at this point is used for intervention and/or break out spaces for
children who need it the most - this will be taken away from them. I'm disappointed with the way
the meeting was held for staff - they should’ve been given a proper opportunity to voice their
feelings. The idea of doing this infront of parents is truly unprofessional. Lastly, | truly believe the
staff of ALC deserve a genuine apology for the way this information has come out.

This proposal will cause significant inconvenience for parents across all of the school’'s campuses.
Both Six Bells and Tillery Street already experience access and parking difficulties, which are likely
to be worsened. Parents of pupils at Rose Heyworth will also be affected, as they would be
required to transport their children to either Tillery Street or Six Bells — a journey of at least two
miles. This change is likely to have a negative impact on learners within that ward and may
adversely affect their educational experience.

This school has been open for many years and now there closing my old primary school. What's

This school has excellent facilities, which are an asset to the community with playing fields for
sports/games attached. Good parking. A wonderful environment surrounded by trees, greenery
which helps childrens mental health and wellbeing.

This school has only been open for 26 years there's plenty of life in this school yet.

This school is barely 25 years old, with new families moving into the area all the time. We used to
have about 8 primary schools in the area now they want to reduce this to 2 disgraceful. It should
never be allowed to happen, this Labour run Council like this government just wastes more and
more of our taxes.

This school is right on my doorstep, walking distance, my child is settled and happy at this school
and moving her will disrupt her routine she has and could cause problems in future, i will not be
travelling all the way down to six bells as its too far due to child care issues, i rely on family to
collect her as its walking distance due to them not being able to drive. Tillery st is already at its full
capacity so where do u expect these kids to learn? Will there be more teachers in classrooms at
these schools? As there will definitely be way too many kids in each classroom and in the school
itself. The traffic at these schools and the area around them is already manic and will only be alot
worse. Keeping roseheyworth school open would definitely benefit the kids whos already there and
everyone who attends. Kids need to learn, not be rammed in a classroom with way too many kids
and not enough teachers. Keep it open and think of the kids especially and the parents.

This school needs to remains open for children and parents are at the school. This will effect
children if they are moved schools and may affect their health and well-being

This school provides much needed education and family support to pupils and the community
This school, has been marked for closure with one of the factors being the cost of repairs needed.
It is known as the Millennium School, opening in 2000, 26 years ago. The senior school, previously
known as Abertillery Comprehensive School, is also part of the ALC, and was opened around 38
years ago. In comparison this is much older and therefore will require more repairs and
maintenance in the future. The Roseheyworth Campus serves children living in that catchment






area and sending them to either the Tillery Street Campus or Six Bells will mean they have quite a
distance to walk, not all parents have the luxury of a car to take them. The two proposed
alternative campuses for primary education cannot cope with extra pupils, large classes. We live in
one of the most extremely deprived areas in Wales, even the UK, where often the only route out is
via education. Smaller classroom numbers and extra adult support are both factors that make a
huge contribution to this journey.

This will disrupt the lives of the children and affect them academically. It will also result in major job
losses at a time where jobs are already difficult to find, and maintain.

This will have a huge impact on learning/education. Last year children were in the corridor not a
classroom due to lack of space for children with additional learning needs. Closure of a school will
not only impact the local residents of roseheyworth school but also impact the children in other
schools belonging to Abertillery learning community. Also the traffic congestion will be a danger to
children and parents

This will have a massive impact on classroom numbers in Tillery Street Campus. Plus | don’t want
my Daughter being moved to another school as this would an even bigger impact on her and our
family!

This will impact the learning of affected pupils and further increase pressure on teaching staff
through larger class sizes and heavier workloads.

This will not benefit those with additional learning needs- where is the designated space for them
or designated staff? There should be an apology for posting this prior to staff knowing about this.
This would be a mistake as other schools will be at full capacity so children's learning will be
affected and also congestion of traffic will be worse.

This would be an accident waiting to happen with the volume of traffic that would arise from this
proposal. Not to mention the disruption to childrens education. | purposely chose Rhoseheyworth
because when i visited Tillery street the children were just a number, hardly any were known by
their name due to the volume of children!

This would have a detrimental effect on our children, with class numbers being increased and the
needs of our children not being met

Through past experience moving more staff and children to the SixBells campus would make it
considerably more congested. | use the surrounding area to walk my dogs and visit the guardian
regularly and already find access difficult.

Tillery Street and Six Bells have many pupils who's educational needs are not being met, many of
these children are neuro diverse and there is not enough funding, support, understanding, staff,
time or resources to accommodate these children's needs or to give them positive experiences or
outcomes. Putting more children into already stretched settings is going to cause further damage
to existing pupils and those being transferred from Rosheyworth as well as even worse outcomes
and experiences. There will also be additional stress to teaching staff who are already stressed
with in school politics and bullying between staff of various levels whilst trying to teach the best
they can with poor resources.

Tillery street campus and sixbells are already full, those kids will also suffer if roseyworth is closed,
such a stupid idea to close the school.

Tillery Street has a management tier that is impersonal towards our children. The site deputies and
head teacher have no idea who my children are as they arrive each morning. Increasing the site
numbers with Roseheyworth pupils will only add to our children’s anonymity. It has been ten years
and the 3-16 is still failing but the council refuse to reverse their decision. | have older children
who were very happy at Abertillery Primary School when they were small and the council
destroyed three/four excellent primary schools to prop up the secondary. Get rid of top heavy
management and invest in support staff who are properly trained. Utilising Roseheyworth with its
smaller class sizes could actually a good thing and an ALN base could be added to take the
pressure off Ystruth and Six Bells. | have no doubt that the council will ignore the community
again and this consultation is simply a box ticking exercise.

To close this school would have a detrimental effect on not only the children but the Borough as a
whole.

To save the money that you have mentioned, you would need to make redundant all the staff that
work at rr campus. If the staff are going to be used elsewhere, then where is the saving? It was
said that the roseheyworth site would be staying within education, what for? A specialist ALN
school? Don't say it has'nt been earmarked for another use, because why would it be kept in






education if it has'nt. The repairs will be done and the site used for a new purpose. So just do the
repairs, and spread the children out from the other schools to make there classes smaller and
more even. 10 years ago we went under this umbrella to bale out the comp, now here we are
again, going to close a primary school to bale out the comp.

To whoever it may concern, | am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed closure
of Roseheyworth School. For 26 years, this school has been a vital source of stability, safety, and
opportunity for families in one of the most deprived areas of Abertillery. Closing it would place
additional pressure on parents already facing social and economic challenges, while forcing
children to travel further and attend schools that are already close to capacity. This risks larger
class sizes, reduced support, and a decline in educational quality; outcomes that are not in the
best interests of any child. The closure would also have a serious impact on staff and on
vulnerable learners. Many dedicated employees, the majority of whom are local women in part-
time roles, face job loss or redeployment, deepening hardship in an already disadvantaged
community. The uncertainty surrounding the future of ALN provision and the NEST environment
raises further concerns, as these children rely on consistent, specialist support that cannot simply
be replicated elsewhere without careful planning and investment. Given these risks, it is clear that
closing Roseheyworth School would disproportionately harm the very children and families who
most need stability and support. | urge Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council to uphold its
commitment to children’s rights and to the wellbeing of this community by keeping Roseheyworth
School open.

To whom it may concern, | have a connection with the School in question owing to my Mam
working there for 26 years as a Nursery Nurse. My Mam never wanted to work anywhere else, the
School is at the heart of the local community, the children who walked through those doors 26
years ago are now walking through with children of their own. My Mam still remembers all of the
children that have been pupils there. It's in an ideal location, it's on the bus route, it has the best
access of all the three primary schools. A playing field is alongside the junior yard which the pupils
are able to play on. Please do not close this amazing school. It will have a detrimental effect on the
children and families of Roseheyworth.

Too far for parents for Arail View etc to walk to Sixbells.

Too far for the children to walk, NO BUS PROVIDED!

Too far to walk, most deprived being affected, bus not reliable and too expensive. SHAME ON
YOU.

Too many children in one class will have a negative impact on these children. Learning, teaching
and education will fail and some children will get left behind. A class of 20 something will do far
better academically than a class of 34. Pupils will not get the same care and attention.
Classrooms are not big enough, staff are already under pressure plus the traffic to get to the
school will increase, making the commute dangerous and stressful. Perhaps more stringent school
placements and locations should have been thought of before.

too many children in one class, the teachers cannot manage all the children and will not be able to
cope with the needs, also these teachers have children with needs that will be pushed aside.

Too many head teachers. New staffing structure is needed

Totally disagree with school closure

Totally unacceptable not just a loss of jobs what about disrupting all these children. Parking in six
bells is diabolical at school times but saying sixbells is a great school just like roseheyworth!!!
Traffic at Six Bells site is an accident waiting to happen. So many cars parked and no space to
walk safely on the pavements. | can see the traffic from my house and it is frightening how many
cars are trying to get up and down the hill in the morning and afternoon. The same situation is in
play at Abertillery site. How are either location able to accommodate more traffic. Some local
parents of pupils will not walk their children to school and this will only get worse with parents
having to travel further to get their children to school. | have three grandchildren, two at
roseheyworth and one who will start in a year and the thought of the three being taken to another
school is very worrying, particularly as one is autistic and a runner. Do we have to wait for a
serious accident or death before the council see that this idea is not feasible.

Traffic is bad at Tillery St. A parent has been hit this week. What if this happens to a child? Not
enough done for safety. More cars and more problems.

Traffic problems, environmental problems, oversize classes. Once the schools gone, then what!!!






Trying to close a community school without consultation with the community shows a lack of
respect towards the community & further more undermines the trust of the people under which
your council serve.

Unfair to young children that have become comfortable and made friends in their school, to uproot
them to a new school that is already crowded.

Very disruptive for the children. There are enough children in sixbells and tillery st now and the
school hasn't been open that many years.

Very silly idea! The schools in abertillery are never a priority. Its about time it became the priority!
Very silly idea. The schools do not have the adequate facilities/funds with current demand without
adding more children.

Was the best primary school | ever went to, and | went to around 5. This was around 10 years ago
tho, but the layout was amazing

Waste of a building

waste of a building it will cause overloading in the remaining schools

Waste of money

We are a deprived area and should not be making cuts to Education. | question whether there is
enough space at both Tillery St and Six Bells to accommodate the closure including in the future-
what's to say that birth rates in the area won't rise over the next 5-10years and beyond. Also as a
resident of Newall street, the parking situation in the morning and at end of the school day is
terrible- someone is going to get seriously hurt in the future and especially if this means more
parents having to drive their children from roseheyworth area!

We are devastated by the proposal, children will be mentally damaged leaving friends, classes to
small, travelling, very hard for most parents, Parents needed to maybe give up jobs due to school
times, no capacity for cars, safety for children walking to school and costs implications. school is
very new money not being spent on it

We cant open this school

We fought 26 years ago for the school. We needed it. The local school closed, and we wanted
schools for our grandchildren and now you want to get rid of it. Waste of time and money.

We just move to roseheyworth i was going to move my daughter as it a lot easier for me to take
my daughter to school all my kids went to roseheyworth i dont thing the school should close as
there is a lot of parents might not get placement for the kids and it going to be herd work to take
them to different school please keep roseheyworth open

We live in Blaina we are the main source of childcare we are going to find the traveling so difficult.
discussed also at school gates staff wages at the top of the chain - this must be discussed.

We need as many schools as possible

We need financial reports! how can a school be in so much debt! Comp is the real problem!
Publish the figures

We need more schools So why close a school that is already up and running

We need to keep this school open as other is over run and they don’t need more kids

We want a full financial breakdown of all 4 campuses, the impact to roads and public highways
with regards to dangerous driving and parking.

What will become of the school if it closes This is a big concern for the area My children went to
the school. It's such a shame to see it close the building was only built in 2000 what a waste of
money.

What will happen when in a few years, there's another 'baby boom'? Build a new campus with BG
tax money and cut back on something else to make up the short fall? Ridiculous.

What will the exact pupil-teacher ratio be in the receiving school after pupils from the closing
school are transferred? Will any classes exceed the legal limit of 30 pupils in Key Stage 1, and if
so how will the council ensure compliance? How many additional teachers and teaching
assistants will be hired before the closure to prevent larger class sizes? Can the council confirm
that the receiving school has sufficient classroom space and facilities (dining hall, playground,
toilets) for the increased pupil numbers? What independent evidence shows that larger class
sizes will not reduce educational quality or pupil attainment? How will the council ensure SEND
pupils continue to receive the same level of specialist support after the move? What will be the
increase in average travel distance and travel time for affected pupils, and how will the council
address safety and congestion concerns? What are the true financial savings of closing the






school once costs for additional staff, classroom expansion, and transport are included? What are
the projected pupil numbers in this area over the next 5-10 years, and could closing the school
create future shortages of school places? Can the council explain how closing a functioning local
school improves educational outcomes for the children affected, rather than simply reducing
costs?

When a school is doing it's purpose and is working well with an independent preschool with 8 jobs.
Why close it.

When my child was in Tillery St class sizes have always been large it's not fair on all pupils or
teaching staff in the expansion the sites. The money spent on school transport for those pupils
who don't live near Tillery Street and Six Bells for pupils living near Roseheyworth school would
surely be madness. Even if parents of pupils who currently are in Roseheyworth able to drop
pupils to school, the parking and drop off arrangements at both Tillery Street and Six Bells are
already dangerous. Pupils with SEN needs, should also be put at the centre of this consultation.

I hope child centred engagement will also take place with all pupils affected, especially those in
Roseheyworth is taken into account. All children are entitled to have their Rights met under the
UNCRC. Please do not make this a token exercise. No doubt the decision has already been
made which is extremely disappointing. Let’'s hope not, and the community of Abertillery and
Cwmtillery are wrong.

Where are my small children going to go? i dont drive | take a taxi to town is £10 one way. | cant
afford it. My Children will lose their friends

Where are the children from Bournville, Arrael View and Roesheyworth estate supposed to go. It's
too far for children of younger age to walk 1 mile. They will be tired before they arrive. How is that
good for child welfare!

Where will these children go? How will they get to the other campus? How are parents (non-
drivers) supposed to commute daily, especially in winter months? What consequences will this
have on class numbers in other campuses? How will staff be redeployed? What will happen to
land the school is on? Reducing a small primary school to over crowd others has absolutely
nothing to do with anything other than money! The children’s education and wellbeing along with
safeguarding is being completely ignored. Shameful decision making by BG council and Education
Minister.

Whilst | acknowledge that some schools may currently be operating below capacity, moving
forward with this proposal would have serious and far-reaching consequences for pupils and their
families. From a practical standpoint, the implications are deeply concerning. Requiring families to
travel greater distances each day will inevitably increase traffic volumes around the remaining
campuses. This will not only worsen congestion but also heighten the risk of road traffic accidents,
particularly during peak drop-off and collection times. Increased traffic on already busy local roads
could also impede access for emergency services, creating avoidable safety risks for the wider
community. In addition, concentrating a larger number of pupils onto fewer sites will place
additional strain on surrounding residential areas, increasing noise, congestion and air pollution.
The cumulative impact on community wellbeing, environmental quality and, most importantly, the
safety of children should not be underestimated. For these reasons, this proposal risks causing
significant disruption and harm that outweighs any perceived benefit of addressing surplus
capacity.

Whilst | appreciate the class sizes in RH are small, the class sizes in TS are already large enough
and any more pupils will increase the class size to a size too large for the pupils to be taught
correctly. The roads around TS campus are already too busy and congested at school times which
would only worsen with increased pupil numbers. The walking route to TS is supposed to be a safe
route to school but this is currently not the case and again, with increased traffic the route would
be even less of a safe walking route. Given that birth rates fluctuate, the closure of the RH campus
seems drastic as when the number of children rises again, will the council be looking to build
another school to account for the increase in children. The wellbeing of the children needs to be at
the forefront of this decision and it seems that this is not the case. The catchment areas should
potentially be reconsidered for future intakes to allow for more town children to attend RH campus.
The geographical setting of the campus is probably better than TS and RH in that it is a larger site
with a huge outdoor space. Could the campus be used for multi purpose. Potentially in joint use
with the leisure centre for example as a track could be installed for running - currently the closest






are Brynmawr or Oakdale. Or in joint use with the other primary campuses to utilise the outside
space for the benefit of the children.

Whoever had this idea is totally wrong. There is a lot of children's welfare at stake here, so i think
again. Angry parent!

Why are you paying 13 staff at the highest level? £1.1 million is obscene. 4 campuses don't need
13 top level staff. | want to that secondary school-1 Headteacher-1 deputy. Same in my primary.
You say ALC is in trouble financially. This is where you need to look.

Why build new schools where is the planning, they are a waste of space. No accountability school
authorities are out of touch!

Why close a perfectly good school which the children love! We need this school in our community!
Please don't close.

why close this school that is wrong. we are here to help our children in this such a deprived area
as the valleys of south Wales i am sure there other ways to save money such as CARDIFF BAY
Why do we need to close the school? Youve obviously already decided whats happening on that
land. Why do we have the most councillors in wales such a small area. How can you justify that
and the cost of paying you when you do nothing.

Why does it need to close and what impact on others schools will it have with increased capacity
and will schools have more support if the school closes and extra funding to accommodate

Why is the school 3-16 and yet your figures do not include the 102 nursery children on role. | take
it these are not included in your predictions why not. That needs looking into. Why is it that
getting rid of 10 staff saves you £670,000 when the top 13 get £1.1 million between them. Why are
there 13 top heavy staff in a four campus building? You seemed shocked to hear this at the public
meeting. Does the council not pay their wages? To save financially you need to look at the staffing
structure proposal. They want to reduce staffing at the top by 1. And then increase pay for the
amount paid to top level staff.... How does that save money? Can we have clarification on this
please. What is happening with the building? If it's staying in education them why not keep it as a
primary school? Are you turning it into a sister branch of Pen Y Cwm? What other reason can you
keep a building in education? What for if not for a primary school? We need clarification.

Why shut a perfect school and have to bus children to another

why shut a school that has been opened a few years ago? the children are going to be upset
missing their friends. | am strictly fuming you are doing this. please think about it, its a lovely
school and does not deserve this.

why when allocating children into nursery/reception havent you spread the intake across all 3
sites? why are Tillery and Six Bells having higher intakes? Children should be spread eaqually
ensuring classes are smaller and safer and better teaching enviormnents. Im assuming its done to
make Roseheyworth look worse. You dont expect others to travel but the whole roseheyworth
school to move? the Council have let everyone down on all levels

Will create chaos bigger, not good.

will make collection and pick up even more dangerous

With Blaenau Gwent at the bottom of Attainment leagues in Wales why would you close a school,
increase class sizes and potentially lower levels farther just to cut costs. Our children matter.
Worried about bigger class sizes, the children are in smaller classes at the moment, will they still
have the support and reach their targets? What about the extra pressure put on teachers, and the
kids regressing. Will there be adequate parking and facilities at the other campuses to
accommodate more children/families.

Would like to keep the school open. Choice taken away.

You are a parent in a community. The council have decided to close a local primary school near
you. You need to share your concerns. 1. The way that the communication was appalling. There
should have been a clear plan and staff should not have been told after a social media post. 2.
Yet again it is the next generation who will suffer for lack of investment in our community. The
poorest children in our area live in the avenues. They are already disadvantaged and getting them
to school is a struggle. This will impact attendance and future investment. 3. There needs to be
investment now in order for growth in the community As a parent in this community, | am
extremely concerned about the council’s decision to close our local primary school. Firstly, the
way this decision was communicated has been appalling. There should have been a clear,
respectful communication plan in place. Staff should never have been put in the position of finding






out about such a significant decision through a social media post. They deserved to be informed
properly and directly before any public announcement was made. Secondly, once again it is the
next generation who will suffer because of a lack of investment in our community. Some of the
poorest children in our area live in the Avenues. These families are already facing significant
challenges, and simply getting children to school can be difficult. Removing a local school will only
make this worse. It risks reducing attendance and widening the gap for children who are already
disadvantaged. Instead of supporting these families, this decision feels like it is making their
situation even harder. Finally, if we want our community to grow and thrive, there needs to be real
investment now. Schools are at the heart of a community. Closing them sends the message that
our area is not worth investing in. If the council wants to see long-term growth and opportunity
here, it must start by investing in the services and infrastructure that support our children and
families. Our children deserve better, and so does our community.

you are asking young children to walk a distance to school. The alternative is Gelli Crug School
and you are asking the headteacher to take in extra 120 pupils. The school is only 26 years old
and you intend to abandoning it. Are you prepared to provide transport for the pupils.

You are attempting to remove the heart and soul of our community with a proposal that shows no
meaningful consideration for the children who rely on this school every day. There has been no
serious assessment of how this disruption will affect their education, their emotional well-being, or
the safety of both pupils and parents. Instead, you are pushing forward a plan that would force
already stretched schools—Sixbells and Tillery Street—to absorb even more children, despite
clear evidence that they are not equipped to handle such overcrowding. The figures you have
presented simply do not add up, and the process surrounding this proposal has been deeply
concerning. Rather than engaging openly with families and the wider public, information was
withheld until the first draft was leaked online. Only then did any communication appear, and even
that felt like an attempt to manage backlash rather than genuinely consult the community. Our
school is not standing alone. Parents from the neighbouring schools have voiced their support
because they recognise the value this school brings—not just academically, but as a safe,
nurturing, and stable environment for our children. This community will not allow these concerns to
be dismissed or quietly swept aside. We will continue to stand together, and we will not let this
issue be brushed under the carpet.

You can’t claim Wales is uneducated and then shut primary schools, which are essential for
development.

You will be removing a aln base and as a parent with child with special needs i know how hard it is
to get a school that can support your child and you might be removing a parents only school option

Comments from respondents who Partially support the proposal

Whilst | support better appropriation of funding, | have grave concerns over the increased traffic in
Tillery Street which is already problematic for driving and parking. Consideration needs to be given to
residents parling only permits on the street itself, speed humps to manage speeds and possibly
making it a one way street to reduce the issues with the road width only being suitable for one
vehicle width already

Would it be possible to utilise the school for older pupils from Abertillery Comp or a special learning
school for disabled pupils.

This school is very much part of the heart of this community. My past experience of it as a Governor
and visitor was positive. It was a happy school with dedicated staff who knew their families. It
nurtured a community feel of belonging and worth. The distance that families and particularly
children who walk independently to school may prove problematic with the future plans. Whilst |
appreciate aspects of reasons for proposal namely costs of upkeep and falling numbers, | would
hope that all other creative solutions have been considered and exhausted in a bid to keep this
schools presence in the community first.

| think it's important to cut costs but as someone who works in Abertillery | am very worried about the
impact it will have on the traffic and parking in the town. The temporary closure of the bottom of the
multi proved that Abertillery cannot handle any further traffic without more convenient parking, and
people clearly use these car parks during the school runs.






My son is a pupil in year 5 who attends Roseheyworth campus at the moment , he’s going to be
transferring to a primary school in Ebbwvale near me ( his mother ) but | partially support the school
closure, the school is absolutely rife with bullying that don’t get resolved only brushed over certain
children are favoured in the school above others and staff can at the most of times be less and less
empathetic towards incidents or situations the school isn’'t equipped to deal with the children it has
but the other part of me is concerned because squashing all these children together in the other
schools together could also amplify this problem, all the schools funding’s are massively undercut as
it is the logical thing to do is a pros and cons personally but sometimes the professional shot callers
don’t think logically. My son is getting pulled out either way , but what | will say is .... Think of the
parents who don’t drive and have multiple kids the parents who can’t leave at a certain time to walk
to the other schools because they have children in other schools with learning disabilities and
additional needs that need to be dropped off at homes .parents aren’t stretch Armstrong and can’t be
in two places at once and it's also weather conditions to consider walking further in the wind rain ice
and snow could cause more illnesses with the children, things like this to consider but | would rather
my children have a education where needs are being met and mentally and emotionally being
supported in the school environment . | think all areas of this thought process on this decision needs
to be considered widely.

I am concerned with the amount of traffic that is already in the Sixbells & Tillery Street campus area
at drop off and pick up times more puplis in each campus would mean more traffic within the area
especially during wet weather periods. Would the children have adequate time to be able to collect
and eat the food within the lunch period due to more children using the dinner halls. Is there enough
spaces within the Breakfast club provision to be able to accommodate all the children that will be
potentially moving from Roseheywoth Road. | have heard from other campus parents that pupils are
already being taught in corridors so more pupils is going to cause more strain on the class room.
The quality teacher to pupil time will be reduced dramatically as class sizes will be larger. The
Nursery numbers have not been taking into consideration during the Consultation these children are
going to need to be taught somewhere. Why are ther 13 staff in leadership roles over the 4 Campus
surely that can be looked at to save money as we were told when the 3-16 school was forced upon
us as parents. Some Children with additional learning needs struggle walking to the school now. As
the parents dont drive this will have a knock on effect on there wellbeing. What will happen to the
wonderful Mini Mes setting that has helped and supported a lot of the Children over the years. For
the Children that are out of the catchment area there is going to be a cost implication on transport.
Some parents are worried how they are getting there children to school and if they don't attend could
face fines. The maintenance report for repairs is outdated (2022) so does not reflect the true cost of
repairs. Some of the work has already been carried out.

As an employee of Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council within the Children, Young People and
Families portfolio, | understand the rationale behind the proposal and the wider strategic
considerations that have informed this decision. However, as a parent, | do have some concerns. My
child currently attends the Tillery Street Campus and is in Reception. Due to the number of children
in this cohort, there are two Reception classes. Despite this, my child receives very limited feedback
via Class Dojo, typically only 1-2 points per month, with the majority awarded by the PE teacher. This
is despite us consistently engaging with all homework tasks and reinforcing positive behaviours and
learning at home. While | appreciate the broader operational and financial context behind the
proposal, my partial agreement reflects a concern around the current pupil experience,
communication, and individual recognition. | feel that stronger home school communication and more
consistent feedback would help reassure parents about the quality of provision during any period of
transition or change. | am also apprehensive about the potential impact of larger class sizes should
the proposal go ahead. In the early years, children benefit significantly from individual attention,
regular feedback, and strong relationships with teaching staff. If class sizes were to increase, | would
be concerned about how this may affect the quality of education, the level of personalised support
available, and opportunities for meaningful feedback. Reception is such a foundational year, and
ensuring children feel seen, supported, and encouraged is crucial to their confidence and long-term
engagement with learning.

We understood the situation and have to support this proposal. But kids are very disappointed this
time, cause they could miss their friends. And also too many kids in one classroom is not good for
kids as wll as teachers. (Too crowded)






As a teacher at Six Bells campus my concerns are primarily for staff retention, workload implications
for staff and children’s wellbeing. | feel strongly that staff at Roseheyworth should be central to any
decisions about where learners are placed as an alternative. | think the closure will have implications
for transport to the other campuses. | worry that it will negatively impact attendance if parents
struggle to get their children to school. The Roseheyworth campus appears to be in a particularly
deprived area of Abertillery. | would hope that parents and families will be supported with this change.
I am assuming that catchment areas for the remaining campuses will need to be adjusted to
distribute learners accordingly. | believe an increase in pupil numbers at both Tillery St & Six Bells
campuses will greatly impact teacher workload and numbers of children with ALN in each class will
undoubtedly rise as a result. Will schools be given additional resources/support from the LA to
support school with this?

Comments from respondents who support the proposal

Due to surplus primary school places, reduction of births forecast for this catchment area and
insufficient funding.

| support the proposal as a sensible and necessary response to changing pupil numbers and the
need to plan responsibly for the future of education in Abertillery. Aligning school capacity with local
population trends feels like a responsible approach | welcome the focus on ensuring that schools in
Abertillery remain sustainable in the long term, rather than spreading resources too thinly across
buildings that are no longer fully needed. This will also ensure the financial sustainability of the
Learning Community as a whole and make it viable going forward which will in turn safe guard jobs in
the longer term. | also feel this will help to raise standards overall as teaching resources can be
better concentrated where there is need

As a governor, | believe that the proposal to reduce the number of campuses will not only help
address the current surplus of places across the learning community, but will also contribute
positively to longer-term efforts to reduce the substantial deficit budget. | feel reassured by the local
authority’s careful and considered approach to this proposal, and | am satisfied with the assurances
provided regarding the continued support for learners, staff, and families throughout the transition. It
is clear that appropriate planning has been undertaken to ensure that any changes are managed
sensitively and effectively, with a strong focus on maintaining the quality of provision and minimising
disruption. Overall, | support this proposal as a necessary and responsible step that reflects both the
current needs and the future sustainability of the provision, while keeping the best interests of the
community at its core.

Its a brilliant school and lovely staff xxx. It would be ashame to see it close xx. There are older
schools than this like abertillery comp . The comp has been sinking for years and needs loads of
work done to it x. And if you close rosehayworth school you would have to supply transport as a lot
of people from blaina, and different areas use this school. And it cost money for the transport to be
put on . And the schools u are thinking of sending the children to cant cope with children they got
there as they are over crowded as it is . | think it is terrible u want to close a lovely school like this .

| grew up in that school and shutting it down would be a disservice to the public, teachers, staff and
students

Providing there is adequate space in the other two primary schools in the area then | think it's a good
idea. Schools are struggling as it is and this could potentially free up some budget for the other two
schools and improve the quality of bith drastically. Rosheyworth is now the oldest school and likely
quite poor when it comes to energy ratings. Other than the people who live in the immediate area |
don't think Rosheyworth would be anyone's first choice. | have heard several negative things
regarding the tillery street campus so | think this needs looking into and potentially a bit of
reorganising to get it back on track. Finally the only negative | see with the pupils joining the other
two campuses is the amount of chaos there will be around the roads and car parks. Both schools are
already terrible during pick ups and drop offs often causing huge delays or even accidents in some
cases. There needs to be some thought put into making this more manageable.

| believe the school should remain as there are alot of children who depend on that school including
my family niece and nephews. If the school is closed the remaining children will not have anywhere
to go.






| have 2 grandchildren at this school it's absolutely disgusting hearing of this closure one has sensory
needs the other child has autism. This is such a worry knowing that they got to go through all of this
| think they have got enough going on at the moment.  Keep this school open.

We do not need oversubscribed schools what is what would happen if Roseheyworth closed. We
need better planning and organisation to fill the space we have there.

It seems silly to keep a school open with so little pupils when there is such a big overspend in the
school. There is room on the other schools and will be easier to run 3 campuses not 4. The size of
the school management should also be looked at as there are lots of them. The school is struggling
so less to manage is better.pupil numbers declining is a worry as what will happen to the other
campuses if Roseheyworth stays open

| support the proposal as it represents a prudent use of public funds, reducing unnecessary
maintenance and running costs while protecting frontline education. The document clearly explains
how savings can be reinvested into improving facilities, resources and learner support across the
remaining campuses. | support the proposal as it is clearly based on ensuring the long-term
sustainability of education provision in Abertillery. The consultation document sets out a clear and
well-reasoned case for change, supported by pupil number projections and financial data.

Please keep this school open!

| feel that this school is a vital part in a child's education and it serves has a vital part in the
community. Not all children or parents can travel a further distance and blaenau education needs to
put children before profit

It shouldn’t be shut down

| use to live in Arael View in the 1990s and | remember some of the county grounds taken away for
this school to be built so why is it closing down ? its not that old or is it going to be made into HMO
Housing ?? which would not surprise me at all ???! | think this school is needed for the roseheyworth
area also it would make s great community for this area. So | am in favour of saving it.

Consultation Response — Abertillery Learning Community Proposal | am writing to confirm my full
support for the proposal to reduce primary capacity within Abertillery Learning Community through
the closure of one primary campus. | recognise that closing or reducing education provision is never
an easy decision. Schools and campuses sit at the heart of their communities, and any proposal of
this nature will understandably cause concern for pupils, parents, staff and residents. However,
where pupil numbers are falling and continued surplus places are leading to increasing financial
deficits, it is essential that difficult and responsible decisions are taken in the best long term interests
of learners and the wider education service. Continuing without a clear plan in the context of
declining rolls and growing deficit budgets presents a far greater risk. Over time, this would
undermine the quality of education, limit investment in teaching and learning, and create financial
pressures that cannot realistically be recovered. In that context, | believe the proposal sets out a
proportionate, considered and sustainable response. The consultation identifies that the
Roseheyworth Road Campus has the lowest number of pupils on roll and the highest levels of
backlog maintenance, and that all pupils can be safely and appropriately accommodated on the
remaining primary campuses. | am reassured that there is sufficient capacity within neighbouring
campuses and that the proposal includes phased implementation to support stability and continuity.
As Head of the Youth Service, | work closely with schools across Blaenau Gwent to support
engagement, wellbeing, attendance, transitions and wider outcomes for children and young people.
From this perspective, | strongly support the Council’s commitment to support families through
transition, ensuring pupils are helped to settle, feel confident and continue to thrive. Where schools,
families and services work together, transitions can and do work well. This proposal also aligns with
Blaenau Gwent’s Vision for Education, placing emphasis on quality, sustainability and long term
outcomes rather than maintaining under utilised provision at the expense of the wider system. A more
viable and financially stable school structure enables stronger leadership, better use of resources,
and improved support for learners, particularly those who may need additional help. In summary,
while this is a difficult choice, | believe it is a necessary and responsible decision. The proposal
demonstrates clear planning, realistic assessment of risk, and a commitment to protecting the quality
of education now and in the future. As a service closely aligned with and supportive of schools, | fully
support this proposal and the principles that underpin it.

Closing down the best school going

| fully support the proposal. | was born and bred in Abertillery and attended Roseheyworth secondary
school and was the first intake into Abertillery Secondary School. | fully appreciate people have






concerns about closing one of the campuses but the school has a duty to provide excellent learning
and facilities to all pupils but with a huge deficit budget and a further projected increase to the deficit
it will not be able to provide this, and as such will be failing its pupils. Closing Roseheyworth rd
campus will allow the school to improve their budget and ensure pupils in the 3 campuses will
receive quality education. It cannot continue to deliver services over 3 primary campuses. Noone
wants to see a school building close but with falling pupil numbers across the country keeping a
school building open with a high surplus place % is not viable. If the proposal isnt agreed the Council
could face bankruptcy. The proposal will impact on a small % of the total Blaenau Gwent pupil
population, if it isnt agreed it will impact the whole population of BG as services will need to be lost
and Council Tax increased.

The school can not continue to function in its current form due to the number of surplus places

| support the proposal.

| feel like the school should remain open only because a lot of family live very close to it

As a past pupil who benefited from Blaenau Gwent’s learning environment, | support the proposal as
it is clearly evidence-led, proportionate and focused on securing the long-term sustainability of
education provision in Abertillery. The consultation document presents a clear and well-reasoned
case for change, underpinned by robust pupil number projections and financial data. Importantly, it
demonstrates the courage to make difficult but necessary decisions in order to protect and
strengthen educational outcomes for future generations. The proposal demonstrates responsible
long-term planning by aligning school capacity with current and projected pupil numbers, ensuring
the learning community remains viable and resilient in the face of demographic change. Reducing
surplus places is a necessary and sensible step to protect educational quality rather than dilute it.
Sustainability, aspiration and future planning Crucially, by investing in stronger, more sustainable
provision, the learning environment can better nurture confidence, skills and pride in place. As
someone who has left and later reflected on the value of my education locally, | believe that
high-quality, forward-looking provision plays a key role in encouraging young people to see Blaenau
Gwent not only as a place to grow up, but as a place to return to, contribute to and settle in.
Although the closure of roseheyworth Road campus is a loss for the learning community and its
pupils, | believe that this will secure the future for generations

The LASIS support the proposal to reduce the capacity of the primary school, which is part of the
Abertillery Learning Community, from 980 to 770, to reduce the physical capacity of Abertillery
Learning Community by closing Roseheyworth Road Campus and to move pupils to the remaining
campuses (Six Bells Campus and Tillery Street Campus) with phased implementation commencing
from September 2026 and with full implementation by September 2027. LASIS supports the principle
that the proposal would support the Blaenau Gwent’s Vision for Education and is in keeping with
Blaenau Gwent'’s investment objectives and the Sustainable Communities for Learning Programme
Priorities (SCfL). In addition, the proposal is in line with the Welsh Government Guidance on the use
of surplus school accommodation. Risks and mitigations have been considered appropriately as part
of the proposal. In conclusion, LASIS is in agreement with the view of the Council that should the
proposal be accepted, this will ensure financial sustainability, improved education quality, and secure
the long-term viability of the Abertillery Learning Community.

Save awre school

Not enough parking in Six Bells Campus

If the school is indeed outdated, and borderline health and safety risks and needs too much structural
work then of course it would be beneficial to close the school and move the pupils between Tillery
street and six bells. Every child deserves to have an up to date learning environment, | understand
council budgets and school budgets are already tight. My question would be, what happens to the
budget for that school? Will it be separate between Tillery street and six bells?

| feel that the proposal makes sense given the empty classes in TS and SB. There are lower
numbers in TS than ever before and with the deficit budget increasing if something does not happen
the it will impact on the other primary sites. Having less campuses should allow for increased
consistency between campuses and be easier to manage. This also allows for easier management
and less need for SLT. Running cost of a building and the number of staff in RR are high so could be
offset against the deficit to avoid job losses. The consultation should look at why numbers are so low
currently and why children are not attending ALC when previously Abertillery was full to capacity with
up to 500 children.






This school has been around for year all younger sibling went here and now my kids go there to.
Same parent dont have transport and live local who if school shut cant take kids to school

My son attended roseheyworth it was an amazing school he’s gone into secondary in top set. But
him moving on into secondary he is neurodivergent and the school is under staffed to help these
children the school needs many repairs . If roseheyworth school went it would free up money for the
other schools the cost for keeping a school open on 127 isn’t viable
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Appendix 8 Social Media Interactions across Facebook and Instagram

This document is a collection of community reactions, official statements, and discussions centred
around the proposed closure of Roseheyworth Road Campus, a primary school in Abertillery,
within the Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council area. The document captures a timeline of
events, public opinions, council responses, and concerns from various stakeholders including
parents, community members, and local officials.

Monday 2"d March 2026
Consultation went live
e 17 reactions 59 comments 50 shares

Monday 13t April 2026
Retweeted and shared
e 21 reactions 43 comments 16 shares

Background and Proposal Overview

The council has proposed closing Roseheyworth Road Campus due to surplus pupil places and a
significant budget deficit, with the aim to reallocate pupils to other primary campuses within the
Abertillery Learning Community (ALC). This proposal is part of a consultation process approved by
the council cabinet, with public engagement planned through drop-in sessions and formal
consultations to gather feedback before a final decision is made. The closure proposal is stated to
address financial sustainability and surplus capacity rather than future use of the site, which remains
undecided by the council.

Community Concerns and Opposition

Impact on Students and Families

Many parents and community members express strong opposition to the closure, citing concerns
about overcrowding at the receiving schools (Tillery Street and Six Bells campuses), potential
negative effects on children's education, and disruption to established social networks and support
systems, especially for children with Additional Learning Needs (ALN). There are worries about
increased class sizes, reduced educational quality, and insufficient specialist support for SEND
pupils after the move. The increased travel distance and transport costs for families without private
vehicles are also major points of contention.

Infrastructure and Safety Concerns

Residents highlight the inadequate parking and traffic congestion around the receiving schools,
particularly Tillery Street, warning of potential safety risks for children and pedestrians due to
increased vehicle numbers. The lack of space for additional classrooms or portacabins to
accommodate extra pupils is also noted, raising doubts about the feasibility of the proposal.

Financial and Governance Criticism

The community criticizes the council's financial management, questioning why a relatively modern
school building (26 years old) requires closure due to budget issues. There is scepticism about the
council's priorities, with accusations of mismanagement, excessive spending on council staff





salaries, and political motives behind the decision. Comparisons are made to other public spending
such as the expansion of the Senedd and other projects, which are viewed as misallocated funds
that could have supported education instead. The consultation process itself is viewed by many as
a formality, with the decision perceived as already made.

Speculation on Future Use of Site

Some community members suspect that the school site may be sold to developers for housing,
although the council denies any plans to sell the land or that the closure proposal is related to future
site use. This suspicion contributes to distrust towards the council’s intentions.

Official Responses and Consultation Process

The Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council has clarified that the decision to consult is to address
surplus places and financial deficits, not related to future land use. They emphasize that eligible
pupils will receive school transport according to existing policies and that arrangements will be made
for the pre-school on site if the proposal proceeds. The council encourages participation in the
consultation and has scheduled drop-in events to answer questions from parents and the
community.

Community Mobilization and Political Engagement

Parents and community groups are preparing protests and campaigns to oppose the closure,
expressing frustration with local elected representatives and politicians who have been perceived
as unresponsive or inactive on this issue. Calls for accountability of cabinet members and local
officials are frequent, along with demands for transparent financial information and a reconsideration
of priorities to protect education services.

Summary of Key Issues Raised

« Educational Impact: Concerns about overcrowded classrooms, quality of education, and
support for ALN pupils.

« Transport and Safety: Increased travel distances, inadequate transport provision, and traffic
congestion risks.

« Financial Management: Criticism of council spending priorities and scepticism about the
necessity of closure.

« Consultation Integrity: Perception that the consultation is a formality with decisions already
made.

« Community Trust: Distrust regarding future use of the school site and political accountability.
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APPENDIX 9

Abertillery Learning Community — Adult Consultation Thematic Analysis and Council Responses

The primary emergent themes arising from the analysis of written responses including — emails and surveys, along with the frequency of each of the
aforementioned themes is detailed below (from the most to the least prevalent issues noted) 9 themes in total:

Top 6 Themes

Council Responses

Educational impact and class sizes

The most frequently raised concerns related to the potential
impact on children’s education. Respondents consistently
highlighted risks associated with larger class sizes, reduced
individual attention and increased pressure on teaching and
support staff at the remaining campuses. Many respondents
questioned how educational standards would be maintained,
particularly for pupils who require additional support or thrive
in smaller learning environments.

Concerns about increased class sizes, overcrowding and
reduced individual support.

580-620

The Council recognises that educational quality and pupil wellbeing
were the most significant concerns raised during the consultation.
Safeguarding and the maintenance of high standards of teaching
and learning remain the Council’s primary considerations. Should
the proposal proceed, provision across the remaining campuses
would be carefully realigned to ensure that class sizes remain
within statutory limits set by Welsh Government, including the
maximum of 30 pupils per class, and that staffing structures enable
appropriate levels of support for all learners.

The Council would work closely with the leadership and governing
body of Abertillery Learning Community to manage pupil
distribution, deploy staff effectively and monitor educational
outcomes. Pupil transfer and accommodation planning would be
undertaken in a phased and managed way to avoid detrimental
overcrowding, support targeted intervention where required, and
ensure continuity of educational standards. The consolidation of
provision across fewer campuses is intended to support more
effective use of staffing and resources, strengthen professional
collaboration, improve consistency of practice, and maintain — and
where possible enhance, the quality of educational provision for all

pupils.

Travel distance, attendance and fatigue

Travel, attendance and safety were also major themes.
Respondents raised concerns about longer walking
distances for young children, adverse weather conditions,

500-550

The Council acknowledges concerns regarding increased travel
distances, particularly for younger pupils and families without
access to private transport. Attendance and punctuality are
recognised as critical factors in educational success. Should the
proposal proceed, the Council has confirmed that learner travel
arrangements will be carefully assessed and managed in line with






limited access to private transport and the potential
knock-on effect on attendance and punctuality.

existing Home to School Transport policies and the Council’s
statutory duties. Where pupils are eligible, free transport will
continue to be provided to the nearest suitable school.

The Council will work closely with school leadership to monitor
attendance and wellbeing following any change, ensuring that
appropriate mitigations and support measures are implemented to
minimise fatigue, safeguard pupils, and maintain consistent
attendance.

Traffic, parking and road safety 460-520 | Concerns relating to congestion, parking and road safety around

. . receiving campuses have been carefully noted. The Council has
These concerns were closely linked to travel distance above acknowledged these concerns and confirmed that traffic, parking
including road safety and traffic issues, with many and road safety considerations would be reviewed as part of any
respondents describing existing congestion and parking implementation planning. This would include working with relevant
pressures at Six Bells and Tillery Street campuses as Council services and school leadership to monitor site
already problematic and potentially unsafe. Existing arrangements, assess potential mitigation measures, and ensure
congestion and safety risk. that pupil safety remains a priority alongside the effective

management of school operations.

Additional Learning Needs (ALN) 430-480 | The Council fully recognises the sensitivity of change for pupils

Additional Learning Needs (ALN) featured prominently.
Parents and carers expressed strong concern that pupils
with ALN would be disproportionately affected by disruption,
changes in routine and the loss of familiar staff and
specialist spaces such as nurture or ‘Nest’ provision.
Numerous responses highlighted the risk of increased
anxiety, regression in learning and potential school
avoidance if the proposal were to be implemented.

with Additional Learning Needs and the potential impact on routine,
emotional regulation and learning progress. The Council has stated
that the needs of pupils with ALN are a key consideration and that
the proposal has been developed on the basis that provision can
be maintained and delivered effectively across the remaining
campuses. Should the proposal proceed, the Council would work
closely with school leadership, ALN services and families to plan
transitions carefully, retain specialist support and environments
where required, and ensure that individual learner needs continue
to be met in line with statutory responsibilities. he Nest is a
school-funded intervention rather than a site-specific entitlement.
Access is assessed through established school processes and
support is allocated based on identified pupil need and progress,






with provision distributed across campuses to support pupil
improvement.

The Council is committed to minimising disruption by maintaining
familiar staffing where possible and ensuring access to appropriate
specialist environments.

Community Impact and Deprivation 410-450 | The importance of Roseheyworth Road Campus as a valued
] community asset within an area of deprivation is acknowledged.

The role of Roseheyworth Road Campus as a community The Council has acknowledged the strength of community
hub was repeatedly emphasised. Many respondents viewed attachment to the site and confirmed that community and
the school as a stabilising presence within a deprived area, socio-economic impacts have been considered as part of the
supporting families, early years provision and community assessment process. Should the proposal proceed, the Council
cohesion. The proposal was widely perceived as likely to would continue to work with school leadership and partner services
exacerbate inequality and remove an important local asset, to ensure that pupils and families are supported and that access to
particularly for families with limited resources. educational provision and support services is maintained.
Safe Routes to School 380-420 | The Council accepts the concerns raised regarding gradients,

. lighting, road crossings and overall route safety. These matters are
Many respondents had concerns regarding road safety, integral to the Council’s Safe Routes to School considerations and
gradients, lighting and road crossings emphasising the need form part of the wider assessment of the proposal. Should the
to have a safe route to school. The proposal was widely proposal proceed, designated school routes and associated risks
perceived as likely to have a detrimental effect on pupils and would be reviewed through Safe Routes to School and existing
their families. transport and road safety arrangements, with appropriate

mitigation measures and ongoing monitoring implemented to
support pupil safety and wellbeing.

Other Themes
Financial case and leadership structure 330-370 | The Council notes stakeholder concerns regarding the robustness

While some respondents acknowledged the financial
challenges facing the Abertillery Learning Community as a
school, there was limited or low confidence in the financial
case for closure of Roseheyworth Road Campus. A
significant number of responses questioned governance
arrangements, leadership structures and whether alternative

and transparency of the financial case. The Council has stated that
the proposal is driven by the need to address an increasingly
unsustainable financial position, noting that Abertillery Learning
Community is projecting a significant deficit in the 2025/26 financial
year which, if left unaddressed, is expected to increase
substantially over the next five years. The proposal forms part of a






options to preferred closure Roseheyworth Road Campus
had been fully explored.

wider strategic approach to reduce surplus capacity, improve
financial sustainability and secure long-term viability.

Robust governance, financial monitoring and review processes will
continue throughout the statutory process and any subsequent
implementation.

Consultation process and trust 290-330 | The Council recognises that some respondents felt the
. . consultation lacked transparency or that outcomes were

Concerns were also raised about the consultation process predetermined. The Council has confirmed that the consultation

itself, with some respondents expressing a lack of trust and was undertaken in full compliance with the Welsh Government

a perception that decisions were predetermined. There was School Organisation Code, including statutory timescales,

also reference to the timing and transparency. prescribed consultees and engagement requirements. All
responses received have been considered objectively and reported
transparently to Cabinet. The proposal is also subject to elected
Member oversight, scrutiny and challenge through the Council’s
established decision-making and governance arrangements,
ensuring that no final determination is made prior to full
consideration of consultation feedback.

Early Years, Nursery and Childcare Provision 250-300 | The Council has acknowledged the importance of continuity in

Respondents have concerns about the youngest pupils
especially those in the current nursery setting of
Roseheyworth Road Campus moving into other campuses.
There was also reference to the campus being in a Flying
Start area and what will happen to the private childcare
provider ‘Mini Me’s as a wraparound childcare provision.

Early Years provision and the role of childcare and Flying Start
services in supporting families. Should the proposal proceed, the
Council would work closely with school leadership and, where
possible, engage with Mini Me’s and other early years partners to
understand potential impacts, support transition planning and seek
to maintain access to appropriate childcare provision for families.

Engagement with families, Early Years services and private
providers would be undertaken to minimise disruption and ensure
provision continues to meet local need.
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Appendix 10 Children and Young peoples response to the Abertillery Learning Community —
reduction of primary phase places Consultation analysis via Survey

Number of respondents 40
e 40 Pupil responses 30 do not supports the proposal, 6 partially support the proposal 4 support
the proposal.

Number of respondents via survey 40 out of which:
e 30 do not support the proposal

e 4 partially supported the proposal

e 6 support the proposal

Out of the 40 respondents via the survey:

Comments from respondents that do not support the proposal:

e | think its stupid and outright cruel to shut down the school, there are people who can't go
anywhere else and the council has lied to us saying that the other schools have enough
room for more students when they don't, they have also planned this for 10 years and
keeped us in the dark for years and they act like *** and the only reason Roseheyworth
school has the lowest pupil counts is because the council sent them to other schools like
Frmwewerr . SAVE OUR SCHOOL!!

e | have made most of my friends here and i would be split up with them also i have been to
this school for most of my life and would be very upset for it to close

e | think that this is going to destroy what some of us grew up in and are growing up in, the
children will have to find new routines and stress with all of the new changes and friends.
Parents will also have to change their schedules for their children’s sake, possibly wake
up earlier and aloof other key factors. Too many to fill into this little comment.

e | don’t want my friends to lose their school. | love my school. | am sure they love their
school too.

e | think the council should invest in my future.

e When i started school in nursery, i struggled because | hadnt been before and missed my
mam and dad. Its been so much better now i know my teachers and friends and i dont
feel scared anymore, i know im safe at school and | feel excited to go to school to see my
teachers and friends each day. My mam and dad sat me down to tell me about your
proposal because i heard other children talking in school and | cant stop thinking about
the school closing down. | think about it the most at bedtime and ive got upset when my
mam cant answer me why you want to do it. Its taken a long time for me to go to sleep
some nights. | keep asking mam if my teachers will be coming to my new school and
which of my friends will come with me. Mam said she cant answer this because she
doesnt know and it upsets me. When i think of a new school, it is scary. Its not my teacher
and all my friends, it isnt my classroom, my playground and my school gates. Its
something very different to what im used to and i already dont like it because i like all
those things i have already at roseheyworth. We walk to school some days and i love
looking for rabbits on the field by school and i like looking at the flowers | helped my
teachers to plant. Our school is lovely, i think it should stay open because me and my
class are happy there. | want to stay with all of my friends and mam said you want to put
some in one school and some in another. That isnt fair. We are all friends, | think its mean
of you to split us all up.

e We do not need a lot of schools in Abertillery we have like the community schools like six
bells

e Don't close the school. It makes me feel so sad as we have such a lovely school with the
best teachers and ive made the best friends. If only some of my friends are in the new






school you talk of putting me, im so upset that the others will be in a different school as
we have all been together since mini me's. | have recently done some planting at our
school and i have loved looking after the flowers. Im heartbroken that we will need to
leave these behind. | want to know will my teachers be coming to the new school because
im sure there is lovely ones there, but | love my teachers and want to stay as things are.
Also | attended the meeting at Abertillery rugby club and you said you were keeping
school for educational purposes, so you will still need to spend money on it and | just wish
you could leave it all as it is because it works fine and you could save money elsewhere.

| wishes to stay in her own school as she likes all her surroundings and wouldn’t like it if
she had to move, as she would miss the play areas and her classrooms. She has
progressed significantly at roseheyworth and It would affect her massively if she had to
move schools

| think my class will be to full and my teacher won’t be able to help me like she does now

| think closing Roseheyworth Primary School would be a really bad idea for pupils and for
Abertillery. | understand the council wants to save money but it will cause bigger problems
for students. If the school closes, pupils will have to move to other schools where classes
will be bigger, so teachers won'’t be able to help everyone as much. Some children might
also have to travel further which could make them late or tired. It would also mean
teachers, dinner ladies and other staff could lose their jobs, which isn’t fair because they
work hard and are important to the school. Roseheyworth is an important place where
pupils feel safe, make friends and enjoy learning. Closing it could upset a lot of children
and affect their education. | think the council should try to keep the school open instead of
closing it.

| do not want the school to shut down because | was part of the last year 6 class

| would love my school to stay open! It’s in walking distance from my house so I’'m able to
walk to and from school on sunny days... also | don’t want to be moved from my friends
and teachers

I’'m a past pupil of Roseheyworth and i'm now attending ALC secondary campus in my 4th
year and I'm about to sit my GCSEs. My experience in Roseheyworth was wonderful, all
the teachers were nurturing and loving and they’ve all taught me so much. The learning
environment felt safe. The other two primary schools are far too overcrowded to split
pupils into. On top of that, the parking situation is awful for both. The shutting of
Roseheyworth could also affect local services such as Mini me’s. They provide vital
childcare towards the community with approximately 40 children attending. They provide
wraparound for working families that claim childcare offer. If this service is removed from
the area, it could potentially result in these parents having to reduce work hours to look
after their children as the other childcare providers in the community will not have the
space to accommodate all of these children.

| do not support the proposal. I'm very happy at Roseheyworth Campus and wouldn’t
want my school to close. The teachers support me massively and | thrive in school every
day. | wouldn’t want to go to another school as | wouldn’t get the same support, and |
wouldn’t be able to thrive the same as what | do now

i don’t want the school to close because i don’'t want to go to a different school as my
friends

| don’t support it because some kids that are around that area that need to go to that
school might struggle to find a new one

| have just gained confidence to be able to walk to and from school on my own since
moving to the area, to have this taken away would be really upsetting

My name is ?? and | am 9 years old. | am writing this letter because | want to talk about
something important to me. | really like my school, and | enjoy learning new things every
day. My favourite subjects are Maths and English. | always try my best in class. | also like
spending time with my friends and joining in with school activities. | think our school is a






good place because the teachers help us and make learning fun. | wanted to write this
letter to share how | feel and to say Don't close our school.

Because if it's costing loads you may as well knock it down

| don’t want my school to close because i love my class the way it is. | don’t want to be
taken away from my friends or my teacher. My teacher Miss Smith makes me feel happy
& safe, i don’t want a new teacher. | feel anxious when there are lots & lots of people
around me. | love playing in our big yard & i love when we have PTFA fetes & the
animals visit our Forest School. Mini Me's helped me to learn & to grow. | had hip
dysplacia when i was small & i was in a full body cast for 18 months. | was very nervous
when | started pre-school & Nursery at Roseheyworth but the staff at Mini Me's & my
teachers at school made me feel safe. | love Mrs Line & Miss Lewis at Roseheyworth &
they help to keep me safe when i feel anxious. | don’t want to be taken away from them. |
love learning, | am a MAT pupil and i am afraid that i might lose that if i go to another
school. Please don'’t close my school. | love my school very much, it is my happy, safe
place.

| don’t think this plan is fair because the schools in Abertillery and Six Bells are already
way too full, and it really crowded and adding even more children will only make
everything worse. When there are too many pupils, it's harder for teachers to keep an eye
on things, and that makes bullying more likely because there aren’t enough adults to help
when something goes wrong. It also means children like me, who have autism, won’t get
the care and support we need, because the staff will be too busy trying to manage huge
classes and noisy corridors. It already feels overwhelming some days, and if the school
gets even more crowded, | don’t think it will be a place where | can learn properly or feel
safe.

School is where i go to play with all my friends. Other schools scare me. My school is a
place i love. My teachers, my friends. It is a place i feel safe. | am very sad and i want to
kick the council man because he is ruining our school. The council man needs to be kind
and leave my school alone! | am very very angry with him.

Dear Members of the Council, As a Year 11 student from your secondary campus, | feel
it's important to reach out and share my strong feelings about the decision to close
Roseheyworth Primary School. I’'m not just speaking for myself; I'm voicing the concerns
of the pupils, families, and staff who will be directly impacted by this choice. What makes
this situation even more troubling is that the school is located in a deprived area. Many
families in our community are already struggling with economic challenges, limited
resources, and social issues. In these tough circumstances, schools are more than just
places for learning — they are safe havens, sources of stability, and vital support
systems. Closing such an important institution in a vulnerable community isn’t just a
matter of restructuring; it risks widening the gap of inequality. Research shows that
children from disadvantaged backgrounds thrive in strong, stable early education settings.
Primary schools in these areas often provide crucial support like free school meals,
pastoral care, intervention programs, and emotional wellbeing services. For many
students, school is the most secure part of their lives. Shutting down Roseheyworth
Primary School would take away that stability at a crucial time in their development.
Disrupting young children’s education can lead to long-lasting effects on their academic
success, mental health, and future opportunities. Younger students are especially
sensitive to changes in their environment and support systems, and in a deprived area,
these effects are even more pronounced. Many parents may struggle with the added
burden of longer commutes to alternative schools due to a lack of flexibility,
transportation, or financial means. Longer travel times mean earlier mornings, higher
transport costs, and less time for family and rest — pressures that hit low-income
households the hardest. Let's take a moment to think about the implications of closing a
school. It could lead to larger class sizes in nearby schools, which means that kids might






not get the individual attention they need. For those who are already struggling or need
extra help, this could really widen the gap in their learning. At a time when we're all
concerned about educational inequality, this decision seems to be taking us in the wrong
direction. We also need to think about the impact on the community as a whole. In
underprivileged areas, schools are more than just places for learning; they serve as
community hubs for events, parental involvement, and local support. Shutting down a
primary school can weaken the bonds that hold a community together and sends a
discouraging message that the area isn’t worth investing in. Instead of closing schools in
these communities, we should be focusing on how to make them stronger. As a student
from the secondary campus, I've withessed how crucial a solid primary education is for
future success. When kids come to secondary school feeling confident and supported,
they’re much more likely to excel. Undermining that foundation in a struggling area could
have long-lasting effects, not just for the kids, but for the entire community. | get that
financial issues are often brought up as a reason for closures. But we shouldn’t balance
budgets on the backs of children who are already facing challenges. If anything, these
areas need more support, not less. | urge the council to really think about whether all
possible alternatives have been considered before making such a drastic and permanent
decision. This choice feels out of touch with what families in this community are
experiencing. | kindly ask that you pause the closure process, engage with local residents
in a meaningful way, and truly consider the disproportionate impact this will have on an
already vulnerable area. Education isn’t just a line item on a budget — it’s a lifeline,
especially in disadvantaged communities. Year 11 Student Abertillery Secondary Campus
Please don’t close my school | love my teachers. | love my friends. | feel happy at
school. | don’t want to go far away. | don’t want a big school where there are lots of new
people and teachers. | want to stay where | know everything. My school makes me
smile and i want to go to my school every day. My teachers make the day fun. Please let
me stay at this school

| dont want the school to shut because i have been in this school since minimes and |
learnt most of my knowledge in this school

| don’t want my school to close because if i have to go to another school it will mean that i
have to move in my final year of primary. | don’t want my learning to be affected & | dont
want to have a new teacher. | love my teacher Mrs Bruton & i love Mr Waythe who | will
have in year 5/6. Im afraid that | will feel anxious going to a new school in my final year of
primary. | don’t want to be separated from any of my friends who i have been with since |
started school at Mini Me's. All of my teachers at Roseheyworth have helped me to reach
a reading level of comp age even though i am only 9. My teachers make me feel happy
& safe. | have been at Roseheyworth with most of them since | was 3 years of age. |
love the big yard at school & i love the field next to school especially when we can go &
play rugby with Mr Waythe. | like after school clubs that are on the field too. | love our
PTFA events. PTFA paid for my summer school trip last year which | loved. | also love
when we have the animals at school like the Alpacas & the Donkeys. Please don'’t close
my school. | love Roseheyworth. | love the building, i love the teachers & i love my
friends. Don’t close my school! :~(

| thinks it shouldn’t close as well miss our friends

| don’t support the proposal because it a grateful school and | would love for it to stay
alive and let other people go to roseheyworth and | had great memories

Comments from respondents who partially support the proposal

Do !INOT!! shut down roseheyworth. Even though i never actually went to that campus, i
went to bryngwyn and then later six bells, theres no reason why those pupils and
teachers should be forced to find another place to go to be educated / teach. its






absolutely ridiculous as some people may live close to roseheyworth and have the
advantage of not travelling far for many reasons, and they might not have a car, or any
transport to get to a new school which is further away. Do what's right and keep the damn
school up. As a pupil in the Abertillery Learning Community | think that roseheyworth
school is made to be there. It's been there for so long, it's a staple of roseheyworth, it's
such a cool building and what would they even use the land for if it did close?? more
houses?? more shops?? no need for more houses or shops because if there's more
houses then all you're going to do is increase the population here which is going to make
the schools come to capacity and soon enough another school would be built and it would
go all over again. Thanks.

| hate roseheyworth but | don't like the fact that the School is shutting down

It doesn’t particularly affect me so | think they should do what’s in the best interest of the
kids at Roseheyworth school

Kinda supported

| partially support this proposal

While it may cause disappointment, anger and confusion to many, | believe the school
should be renovated instead of entirely removed. Dont get me wrong, | went to this
primary school, i only left last year (im year 7), It has great tendencies, however it is
outdated. Many other campuses have more technology capable of providing students with
support and the school feels rather old-fashioned compared to the other campuses.
However, there are many parents who live close to the campus who send their children
there (such as my parents) who feel upset because they have to travel the extra distance,
and i get why. Theres also the possibility of siblings having to go to different schools. If
that was the case for my siblings, my mother would have to drive to 3 completely different
schools in the morning, she has work. If that is the case then my mother will constantly be
late for work, she needs the money so we can keep the house. So please keep siblings in
the same schools!!

Comments from respondents who support the proposal

| think its good that they close the school but the school is ill so thats free time off really
Pls keep it safe

Some people in comprehensive who went to that school may be upset because of
memories they had there. As well as this | think that the school is very accessible toward
people living in roseheyworth instead of driving/walking to other ALC and making it
harder.
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APPENDIX 11

Abertillery Learning Community - Pupil Consultation Thematic Analysis and Council Responses

The primary emergent themes arising from the analysis of written responses including — emails and surveys, along with the frequency of each of the
aforementioned themes is detailed below (from the most to the least prevalent issues noted) 10 themes in total:

Top 6 Themes

Council Responses

Fear of being separated from long established friendship
groups was a dominant concern. Many pupils reported
having attended the school since nursery or early years
provision and expressed distress at the idea of being split
across different schools.

Pupils frequently referred to shared histories, long standing
friendships, and a strong sense of belonging. Separation
from peers was commonly described as unfair and
upsetting, with concerns that it would negatively impact both
emotional wellbeing and enjoyment of school.

Emotional Attachment and School as a Safe Place 22

The most frequently raised theme relates to the emotional The Council recognises and values the strong emotional

importance of Roseheyworth Primary School in pupils’ lives. attachment pupils have to the Abertillery Learning Communities-

Many pupils described the school as a place where they feel Roseheyworth Road Campus and acknowledges that many

happy, safe, confident and supported. Younger pupils in children view the school as a safe, nurturing and supportive

particular expressed strong emotional distress at the environment. The strength of feeling expressed, particularly by

prospect of closure, including sadness, fear, and worry. younger pupils, is fully noted.

Several pupils described the school as their “happy place” Should this proposal proceed, the Council is committed to ensuring

and an environment where they feel secure and settled. that pupils’ emotional wellbeing is prioritised, and we will work with

These responses suggest that Roseheyworth Primary the Abertillery Learning Community to support where needed

School is perceived not only as an educational setting but appropriate transition planning, pastoral support and engagement

also as a key source of emotional stability. with families and schools to minimise distress and support pupils to
feel safe and secure in new surroundings.

Friendship Groups and Fear of Separation 21

The Council acknowledges the importance pupils place on long
standing friendships and the distress associated with the potential
separation from established peer groups.

Where pupils transfer to alternative schools, the Council will work
with Abertillery Learning Community on receiving pupils into other
campuses and to support group transitions where possible and
ensure that opportunities are provided for pupils to maintain
friendships and build positive relationships in their new settings.






Anxiety, Emotional Wellbeing and SEND-Related 18
Concerns
The Council recognises the concerns raised regarding anxiety,
A significant number of responses highlighted anxiety- emotional wellbeing and the needs of pupils with Special
related issues and concerns about mental health and Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). The importance of
emotional wellbeing. Several pupils referred explicitly to familiar routines, known staff and predictable environments is
autism, sensory sensitivities, anxiety, medical histories, or acknowledged.
feelings of being overwhelmed in larger, busier school - ) ) .
environments. As part of any future transitions Abertillery Learning Community
would be carefully planned in partnership with parents, pupils as
Respondents emphasised the importance of familiar part of the whole approach. Individual support arrangements will
routines, known staff, and predictable environments in be in place to ensure pupils’ specific needs are met and that
supporting their wellbeing and learning. There was a clear statutory SEND requirements continue to be fulfilled in a nurturing
perception that moving to larger schools could increase environment.
anxiety and reduce pupils’ ability to feel safe and regulated.
Staff Relationships and Continuity of Care 14
Many pupils expressed strong attachment to teachers and The Council acknowledges the strong relationships pupils have
support staff, often naming individual members of staff. developed with teaching and support staff within Roseheyworth
These relationships were described as trusting, nurturing Road Campus and the role these relationships play in pupils’
and central to pupils’ sense of safety and confidence. confidence and sense of security.
Concerns were raised about losing staff who understand It is also noted that the children recognise the potential impact of
their individual needs, learning styles, and emotional changes to staffing, As Roseheyworth Road Campus is part of the
triggers. Pupils indicated that the prospect of changing Abertillery Learning Community any transition process would
schools felt particularly difficult because it would involve include liaison between Campuses to ensure continuity of care,
rebuilding these trusted relationships. appropriate sharing of information and support for pupils to
establish trusted relationships in their new Campus environments.
Impact on Learning, Class Sizes and Support 12

Pupils raised concerns that closure of Roseheyworth Road
Campus would result in larger class sizes in receiving
Campuses, leading to reduced individual attention from
teachers. Some pupils expressed concern that they would
not receive the same level of academic support, particularly
those who require additional help or targeted intervention.

Concerns regarding class sizes, levels of support and the potential
impact on learning outcomes are noted. The Council is committed
to ensuring that as a whole Abertillery Learning Community two
primary campuses receiving pupils are appropriately resourced
and able to meet pupils’ learning needs.






Older pupils reflected on the importance of strong primary
education as a foundation for secondary school readiness,
expressing concern that disruption could negatively affect
long term educational outcomes.

Educational provision would continue to be monitored to ensure
that pupils receive suitable levels of support and that standards of
teaching and learning are maintained as are the existing practice of
Abertillery Learning Community.

Travel, Accessibility and Ability to Walk to School 11

A number of pupils highlighted the benefits of attending a The Council acknowledges the importance of local accessibility,

locally accessible school. Being able to walk to school was and the benefits pupils associate with being able to walk to school.

described as supporting independence, confidence and ) . ) .

wellbeing. Pupils expressed concern about longer travel Travel distance, transport arrangements and pupil wellbeing will be

unfamiliar journeys. Abertillery Learning Community. Where required, suitable transport
support will be considered in line with the Council’s home to school

These responses indicate that accessibility and proximity transport policy 2027/28.

are significant factors in pupils’ positive school experiences.

Other Themes

School Environment, Facilities and Outdoor Space 10

Pupils frequently referenced the physical environment of The Council recognises pupils’ appreciation of Roseheyworth Road

Roseheyworth Road Campus, including large playgrounds, Campuses physical environment, outdoor spaces and enrichment

outdoor fields, Forest School activities, planting, animals, activities, including Forest School and community events. The

and community events. These features were described as value c_)f high-quality outdoo_r learning environments in supporting

contributing positively to learning, enjoyment and emotional wellbeing and engagement is acknowledged.

regulation. The receiving 2 primary campuses of Abertillery Learning

Th td : ¢ t iated with it Community will continue with initiative such as Forest Schools and

© outdoor vawonmen Wabs 0 e(;‘ tz;ssolma ed with positive community events and would be able to provide safe, stimulating

memories and experiences beyond the classroom. environments that support both learning and emotional
development.

Community Role and Impact on Local Services 9

Some pupils, particularly older pupils and past attendees,
demonstrated awareness of Roseheyworth Road Campus’s
wider role within the local community. References were
made to wraparound childcare provision (including Mini

The Council acknowledges pupils’ awareness of the campus’s
wider role within the local community, including childcare provision
and support for families.

The potential wider impacts on the community have and will
continue to be considered as part of the consultation process,






Me’s), support for working families, and the school as a
community hub.

Pupils expressed concern that closure would negatively
affect families and services beyond the immediate school
population.

alongside broader strategic objectives relating to education
provision and sustainability.

Trust, Fairness and Consultation Concerns

A smaller number of responses expressed anger, frustration
or mistrust toward decision makers. Pupils reported feeling
unheard or believed that decisions had already been made
prior to consultation.

While often expressed emotionally, these responses reflect
a perception that pupil views and experiences were not
being fully valued.

The Council notes the concerns raised regarding trust and
perceptions of the decision-making process. The pupil voice and
consultation form an important part of the overall engagement
process, and the views expressed have been carefully considered
alongside feedback from parents, staff and other stakeholders.

No final decisions will be taken without due consideration of all
consultation responses.

Poverty, Deprivation and Family Pressures

Some older pupils explicitly referenced the school’s location
in a deprived area and highlighted potential disproportionate
impacts on families experiencing financial hardship.
Concerns included transport costs, parents managing
multiple school drop-offs, and pressures on working
households.

These responses indicate an awareness of inequality and
the broader socio-economic context.

The Council recognises the concerns raised about financial
pressures and the potential impact on families, particularly those
experiencing deprivation.

Equality and socio economic factors are considered as part of the
decision-making process, and any outcome from this proposal will
be assessed to ensure that disproportionate impacts are identified
and mitigated where possible.







