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appendix 1: Monitoring Framework

Monitoring is a fundamental part of the LDP process. It 
provides an opportunity for the implementation and effectiveness 
of planning policies to be assessed, and 
forms the basis for review of the Plan, where 
necessary. The LDP is subject to a 4-year review period.

the Monitoring Framework comprises the following 
items: 

Monitoring aim:
This sets the outcome the Strategic Policy is aiming to deliver.

indicator:
An indicator is the measure used to monitor the performance of 
a particular Policy. 

Source data:
This identifies the data set that will be used to provide the 
statistical input to the monitoring item.

annual Monitoring target:
This sets out the position, as it would be at the end of the Plan 
period to enable progress to be monitored. The monitoring tar-
get is in the form of a time factor and a level that is anticipated 
will be achieved. 

trigger level:
This, in essence is a level to which a Policy has diverged from 
the monitoring target to such an extent that it could identify that 
the Policy is failing to be implemented or needs to be amended. 
In identifying trigger levels consideration needs to be given to 
quantify what constitutes a significant variation from the base 
level. This will be different for each monitoring aim.

outcomes
‘Stepping stone’ targets are identified for 2016 and the end of 
the Plan period to enable us to monitor progress. 

WG guidance requires that local authorities prepare an 
Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) to be submitted each year. The 
AMR assesses the effectiveness of policies in the LDP against 
various indicators and targets, identifies any significant 
contextual changes that have taken place, highlights any 
policies which are not functioning effectively and seeks to rectify 
any gaps in monitoring or data collection.

the aMr is the principal mechanism through which the 
implementation of policies in the LdP is measured and 
ensures that policies are based on up-to-date evidence.

The Monitoring Framework sets out the mechanism by which 
the implementation of the Policies and Plan Strategy will be 
assessed. However, the LDP Manual advises that it is not 
appropriate for every Policy to be monitored. The 
Monitoring Framework proposes to monitor the LDP 
Strategy. It makes sense to monitor the Policies that have been 
included in the Plan specifically for the purpose of realising the 
Strategy i.e. the Strategic Policies. These are also the point 
from which the Development Management Policies and 
Allocation Policies are derived. The successful implementation of 
the Development Management Policies and Allocation policies 
will assist in realising the Strategy and therefore the Strategic 
Policies provide a reasonable gauge of how other Policies are 
fairing and whether there are any Policies not being implemented.
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Special areas of conservation   
•  None within Blaenau Gwent County Borough
•  There are two Special Areas of Conservation adjacent to 

the County Borough Boundary which are: - Usk Bat Site 
and Cwm Clydach Woodlands

Sites	of	Special	Scientific	Interest		 
•  Cwm Merddog Woodlands
•  Brynmawr Sections
•  Mynydd Llangynidr

conservation area   
•  Bedwellty Park and Garden
•  Tredegar Townscape Initiative

Historic Landscapes   
•  Brynmawr/Clydach Gorge
•  Blaenavon

Historic Parks and gardens
•  Bedwellty Park and Garden

Local nature reserves   
•  Silent Valley
•  Parc Nant y Waun
•  Sirhowy Hill Woodlands and Cardiff Pond
•  Cwmtillery Lakes
•  Beaufort Hills Pond and Woodland
•  Parc Bryn Bach 

•  Incline Haulage Winding Engine, Mynydd Bedwellty 
•  Tredegar Ironworks Cholera Cemetery
•  Sirhowy Ironworks, Site of
•  Trefil Quarries North
•  Trefil Tramroad
•  Twyn Bryn March Round Cairn 

distribution of Scheduled ancient Monuments  

tredegar area

•  Afon Sirhowy Hut Circle 

•  Marine Colliery Pumping Engine 
•  Cefn Man Moel Cross-Ridge Dyke
•  Y Domen Fawr round cairn

ebbw vale area

•  Clydach Railroad Section near Brynmawr  
•  Clydach Coal Level

upper ebbw Fach 

•  St Illtyd Castle Mound  
Lower ebbw Fach 

appendix 2: Statutory designations
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distribution of Listed buildings  

tredegar area
Blaen y Cwm Viaduct      
The Town Clock
The Fountain Inn
Stables and Barn at the Fountain Inn
Harcourt Terrace Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, including 
schoolroom and front railings
St George’s Church
W boundary walls, gates and railings at St George’s church
Bedwellty House
Ice House to NW of Bedwellty House
Great Exhibition Lump of Coal at Bedwellty Park
Boundary Stone at Bedwellty House
Bandstand at Bedwellty Park
War Memorial at Bedwellty Park
N.C.B. Club
Christina Louise Nursing Home (aka Central Surgery)
Saron Congregational Chapel, including attached schoolroom
Front Walls and railings at Saron Congregational Chapel
Milgatw
Agricultural Range at Milgatw
Sirhowy Ironworks
Former Tramroad Bridge over Sirhowy River
Ironworks Boundary Stone
Former Tredegar Company Shop

ebbw vale area
Carmel Independent Chapel
Church House
Colliery Ventilation Furnace at Llandafal
Christ Church
Entrance Gates and Railings at Christ Church
Penuel Scout Hall (formerly Penuel CM Chapel)
Ebbw Vale Adult Education Centre
Ebbw Vale War Memorial
Mount Pleasant Stores

grade ii grade ii*

*
*

*
*

*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*

*

*
*
*

*

*
*
*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
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ebbw vale area (continued)
British Steel Tinplate Works General Office    
Furnace Bank
Newtown Bridge
Ebenezer Presbyterian Chapel, including New Cottage

upper ebbw Fach
Former Boiler House at Dunlop Semtex Factory
The Vicarage
NE Roundhouse at Roundhouse Farm
SW Roundhouse at Roundhouse Farm
Agricultural Range at Roundhouse Farm
Berea United Reformed Chapel, including gates and railings
Salem Baptist Chapel
Former Pump House at Dunlop Semtex Factory
Chapel Farm

Lower ebbw Fach
Abertillery War Memorial
St Illtyd’s Church
Hafod-arthen
Former Colliery Workmen’s Institute
Ty-llwyd
Swffryd-ganol including front garden wall
Barn Range including cow-house at Swffryd-ganol
Aberbeeg ‘Packhorse’ Bridge
total Listed buildings

grade ii grade ii*

*

*

*

*
*
*
*

*
*

*

*
*
*
*

*

*
*
*

*

53

*
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a. blaenau gwent Local development Plan Preparation

delivery agreement   
•  Delivery Agreement (May 2007)
•  Revised Delivery Agreement (Jan 2011)

Pre-deposit Participation   
•  Issues Paper (July 2007)
•  Issues Paper Report of Consultation (Sept 2007)
•  Draft Report of Consultation - Issues and Vision 

Workshop (Aug 2007)
•  Draft Report of Consultation - Vision and Strategy 

Options Workshop Oct 19 2007 (March 2008)
•  Draft Report of Consultation - Vision and Strategy 

Options Workshop Nov 22 2007 (March 2008)
•  Draft Report of Consultation - Vision and Strategy 

Options Workshop Nov 30 2007 (March 2008)
•  Report on the development of the Vision (March 2008)
•  Report on the development of the Options (March 2008)
•  Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) Scoping Report (Atkins 2007)

Pre-deposit consultation Supporting documents

•  Blaenau Gwent Local Development Plan, Preferred 
Strategy (BGCBC 2008)

•  Initial Sustainability Appraisal Report (Atkins 2008)
•  The Habitat Regulation Screening Report (BGCBC 2008)
•  Candidate Site Register (BGCBC 2008)
•  Regulation 15 Report of Consultation (BGCBC 2009)
•  Population and Housing Background Paper (BGCBC 2009)
•  Employment Background Paper (BGCBC 2009)

deposit Plan consultation Supporting documents

•  Initial Consultation Report (BGCBC 2011)
•  Sustainability Appraisal Report and Appendices 

(Atkins 2011)
•  Habitat Regulations Assessment (Screening Report) 

(Capita Symonds 2011)
•  Habitat Regulation Assessment (Appropriate Assessment) 

(Capita Symonds 2011)
•  Findings of the Candidate Site Assessment Process 

(BGCBC 2011)
•  Site Descriptions (BGCBC 2011)

b. background Papers

•  Retailing Background Paper (BGCBC 2011)
•  Updated Retailing Background Paper (BGCBC 2012)
•  Population and Housing Background Paper (BGCBC 2011)
•  Updated Population and Housing Background Paper 

(BGCBC 2012)
•  Affordable Housing Background Paper (BGCBC 2011)
•  Updated Affordable Housing Background Paper (BGCBC 

2012)
•  Housing Delivery Paper (BGCBC 2012)
•  Transport Background Paper (BGCBC 2011)
•  Employment Background Paper (BGCBC 2011)
•  Community Facilities Background Paper (BGCBC 2011)
•  

Leisure Background Paper (BGCBC 2011)•  
Tourism Background Paper (BGCBC 2011)

•  Environment Background Paper (BGCBC 2011)
•  Updated Environment Background Paper (BGCBC 2012)
•  Minerals Background Paper (BGCBC 2011)

Updated Minerals Background Paper (BGCBC 2012)
•  Waste Background Paper (BGCBC 2011)
•  Candidate Site Methodology (BGCBC 2011)
•  Renewable Energy Assessment (BGCBC 2011) 

appendix 3 – List of Supporting documents
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c. Studies

•  Employment Sites and Premises Study (URS July 2007)
•  Strategic Flood Consequence Assessment (Stage 1, 2 & 

3) (URS/Scott Wilson 2011)
•  Viability Assessment (District Valuer Services 2010)
•  Renewable & Low Carbon Energy Study (BGCBC 2011)
•  Ebbw Vale Sustainable Development Framework (ERM 

2010)

•  South Wales Regional Aggregates Technical Statement 
(SWRAP 2008)

blaenau gwent Local Strategies and Plans
•  Making a Difference – A Community Strategy for Blaenau 

Gwent 2010-2030 (2010)

•  The Heads of the Valleys Retail Project (CACI 2008)
•  Blaenau Gwent Local Housing Market Assessment (ORS 

2006)
•  Blaenau Gwent Gypsy & Traveller Housing Needs 

Assessment (BGCBC 2007)
•  Living in Blaenau Gwent Survey (Cello mruk 2009)
•  Business Competitiveness Study (Gavurin Ltd 2009)
•  Proposals for Designation of Special Landscape Areas in 

Blaenau Gwent (Bronwen Thomas 2009)
•  Heads of Valleys Greenspace Provision (Exegesis 2007)
•  The Brynmawr Town Centre Visioning Report for Link 

Sites (MacGregor Smith 2008)
•  Former Gwent Aggregate Study (Cuesta Consulting 2009)

d. Strategies and Plans

national Strategies   
•  Wales Spatial Plan – People, Places Futures (WG 2008)
•  Towards Zero Waste One Wales: One Planet (WG 2010)

regional Strategies

•  Turning Heads…A Strategy for the Heads of the Valleys 
2020 (WG 2006)

•  South East Wales Transport Alliance – Regional Transport 
Plan (SEWTA 2009)

•  South East Wales Regional Waste Plan (SEWRWG 2008)

•  Draft Health, Social Care and Well-Being Strategy, 
‘Healthier Future 3’ (Aneurin Bevan Health Board and 
BGCBC 2011)

•  Draft Children and Young Peoples Plan ‘Working to Address 
Issues of Child Poverty (2011)

•  Community Safety Plan (2008)
•  Blaenau Gwent Regeneration Strategy (2009)
•  Blaenau Gwent Local Housing Strategy – Quality Streets 

(2007)
•  ‘The Works’ Design and Access Statement (Masterplan 

Update Sept 2010)(Alan Baxter et al 2010)
•  Local Biodiversity Action Plan (2010)
•  Empty Property Strategy (BGCBC 2009)

Holistic area regeneration Plans (HarPs)
•  HARP Ebbw Fawr 
•  HARP Upper Sirhowy
•  HARP Upper Ebbw Fach
•  HARP Lower Ebbw Fach

Please note that this is not an exhaustive list, each 
background Paper contains a list of reference documents 
and studies used to inform the development of the Plan.
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Supplementary Planning Guidance on the following topics will be 
issued to support the Local Development Plan: -

Supplementary Planning guidance    
•  Residential Development - A Model Design Guide For 

Wales
•  Access, Car Parking and Design
•  A Design Guide for Householder Development
•  Shopfronts and Advertisements
•  Updated Hot Food Takeaways and Public Houses in Town 

Centres
•  Renewable and Low Carbon Energy 
•  Updated Planning Obligations
•  Biodiversity and Geodiversity 
•  Trees and Development: A Guide to Incorporating Trees, 

Woodlands & Hedgerows into Development Proposals
•  Buildings and Structures of Local Importance

Tredegar Heritage Initiative

development briefs   
•  Six Bells 

Please note that further Development Briefs will be prepared to 
support the Plan allocations.

Masterplans   
•  Ebbw Vale Sustainable Development Framework 
•  ‘The Works’ Masterplan

appendix 4 – List of Supplementary Planning guidance
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appendix 5 – town centre boundaries and Primary retail areas

Key

Town Centre Boundary

Primary Retail Area

Key

Town Centre Boundary

Primary Retail Area

town name: tredegar town name: ebbw vale
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town name: abertillery

Key

Town Centre Boundary

Primary Retail Area

town name: brynmawr

Key

Town Centre Boundary

Primary Retail Area

appendix 5 – town centre boundaries and Primary retail areas



town name: blaina

Key

Town Centre Boundary
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appendix 6 – road Hierarchy
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appendix 7 – community cycle network
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appendix 8 – aggregates Safeguarding areas
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appendix 9 – coal Safeguarding areas
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appendix 10 – buffer Zones



162



163

appendix 11 – areas where coal working is not acceptable
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Planning Policy team
Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
Blaina District Office
High Street
Blaina
NP13 3XD

tel. (01495) 354740/355538/355501
email. planningpolicy@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk
or visit www.blaenau-gwent.gov.uk


