Town Centre Visual Enhancement Grants
Guidance

The Local Growth Fund (LGF) in Wales is designed as a regional development investment programme to support productivity growth in areas with catch-up potential and address economic inequality in areas of deprivation.

The fund has been split into three priority areas
· Priority 1: More Productive and Competitive Businesses 
· Priority 2: Increasing Skills and Supporting People into work 
· Priority 3: Improving Regional Infrastructure  

This grant is under Priority 3 Improving Regional Infrastructure with the objective to Unlock investment in strategic sites and premises important for the region. 

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council invites landlords and businesses within the defined grant area to apply for funding that supports the delivery of LGF Priority 3, Objective 1.

Programme Delivery Period 

Funding is available during the 2026/27 financial year only. All approved projects must have works fully completed, all expenditure incurred and paid, and grant claims submitted no later than 28th February 2027.  

To receive a full application form for completion, applicants must first submit an Expression of Interest (EOI). The deadline for receipt of EOIs is Friday 16th October.  EOIs will be assessed and those that meet our initial eligibility criteria will be invited to proceed to the full application stage by Friday 23rd October.  Those invited to submit full applications shall ensure that these are submitted before the deadline of Friday 9th November.

The EOI requests that all applicants provide an anticipated start and end date for their project.  Any projects that have an anticipated end date beyond the 28th February 2027 will immediately be discounted and not considered any further._

Expenditure

This grant funding is available for capital expenditure only and is intended to improve the visual appearance of town centre properties.

The definition of capital expenditure relates to expenditure of a long-term nature.  In the case of this grant programme, capital expenditure shall include physical improvements to a property that add value to the property over several years, or, where properties are constructed or enhanced upon.  For all capital expenditure applicants shall be required to follow the Council’s procurement processes and seek 3 written quotes or prices from relevant suppliers of goods, works and / or services.

Types of Eligible Expenditure includes, but is not limited to:
· Customer-facing fixtures and fittings. 
· Customer experience enhancements. 
· Signage.

Types of Ineligible Expenditure includes, but is not limited to:
· Salaries and wages. 
· Planning Fees
· Building Control Fees
· General marketing and advertising. 
· Consultancy services. 
· Rent and utilities. 
· Stock and consumables. 
· Working capital. 
· Structural building works. 
· Routine maintenance. 
· Like-for-like replacement without measurable improvement. 
· Statutory compliance works. 
· Vehicles. 
· VAT and Tax 
· Contingency costs. 
· Retrospective expenditure

We will not consider expenditure for improvements that have already started or completed prior to a grant approval being issued and signed between the Council and the Applicant.

Level of support available shown below in table: 

	Item
	Amount

	Minimum Grant
	£1,000

	Maximum Grant
	£25,000

	Intervention rate 
	80%



Applicants may submit applications for a maximum of two properties. The grant intervention rate for a second approved property will be limited to 60%.

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council reserves the right to take previous grant and/or loan performance, and compliance history into account when determining eligibility and awarding funding. 

In all cases, applicants will be required to provide match funding to support their project.  Whilst evidence of the availability of match funding is not requested at the EOI stage, applicants will be required to demonstrate that all match funding is present and available for utilisation at the point of submitting a full application (should they be invited to do so).  The full application guidance will provide details of what will be considered acceptable evidence to demonstrate that match funding is in place. 

The Council reserves the right to refuse applications that do not clearly demonstrate value for money or strategic fit.

Property Ownership

Applications for properties that are currently occupied must be submitted by the tenant of the property or the owner/occupier and in the cases of a tenant there must be a minimum of 3 years remaining on their current tenancy agreement / lease to be eligible to apply for funding.

We will only accept applications from landlords, where properties are vacant and in the case of landlords holding multiple vacant properties, the same maximum number of applications shall apply.

Reporting 

The funding being used for this grant programme has strict reporting guidelines that the Council must adhere to; therefore, the Council need applicants to demonstrate that their project will deliver on at least one of several outputs / outcomes that have been set out by the funding provider.  Applicants will be required to forecast anticipated outputs as part of the application process. 

For this grant, applicants will be expected to forecast how their project may deliver against one or both of the following outputs:
· Number of amenities/facilities created or improved 
· Amount of commercial space created or improved (m²)

Applicants will be required to forecast anticipated outcomes as part of the application process.  These will then be used as part of the scoring criteria to determine successful grant recipients.  Details of those this will be assessed shall be outlined within the application guidance and final target output and outcomes for each individual project shall be included within the grant approval and offer letter if successful.

Application Process 

As previously outlined, the grant application process shall be run over two stages, those being:

Stage 1 – Expression of Interest
Stage 2 – Full Application

Applications will be assessed against criteria that will be provided at the full application stage.

Submission of an expression of interest and being invited to submit a full application does not guarantee grant funding. 

Where demand exceeds available funding, applications will be assessed competitively and 
ranked against the published assessment criteria. Funding will be offered to the highest scoring 
eligible applications until the available budget have been fully allocated.

Applications will be assessed following the closure of each funding round. 

The Council reserves the right to withdraw a grant offer where there is insufficient confidence 
that a project cannot be completed and claimed within the required programme deadlines.

	Activity
	Date

	Expression of Interest Opens
	Thursday 1st October at 9am

	Expression of Interest Submission Deadline
	Friday 16th October 12noon

	Applications Issued to Eligible Projects
	Friday 23rd October

	Full Application Submission Deadline
	Monday 9th November at 9am

	Funding Decisions Issued
	Friday 13th November



For grant enquiries please contact the Regeneration Team at Regeneration-Projects.bgcbc@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk 
