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1. Executive Summary

Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) of spatial, development plans is a requirement of the
Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) as set out in the amended Habitats Regulations (2007). This
report details the HRA Screening for Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council (BGCBC)
Deposit Local Development Plan (LDP). It sets out the methods and findings and the
conclusions of the Screening Assessment.

The Screening Report identified the potential for the Deposit Local Development Plan to have
a negative impact on 4 European sites identified within close proximity to Blaenau Gwent
namely, Cwm Clydach Woodlands, Usk Bat Site, Aberbargoed Grasslands and the Sugar Loaf
Woodlands. A fifth European site — the River Usk, was included because of the precautionary
principle applied in this HRA (see further details in Section 6.4 of the HRA Appropriate
Assessment).

The following 11 strategic policies from the Deposit LDP are recommended for Appropriate
Assessment:

. SP1 Northern Strategy Area — Sustainable Growth and Regeneration

. SP2 Southern Strategy Area — Regeneration

. SP3 The Retail Hierarchy and Vitality and Viability of the Town Centres

. SP4 Delivering Quality Housing

. SP5 Spatial Distribution of Housing Sites

. SP6 Ensuring Accessibility

. SP7 Climate Change

. SP8 Sustainable Economic Growth

. SP11 Protection and Enhancement of the Built Environment

. SP12 Securing an Adequate Supply of Minerals

. SP13 Delivering Sustainable Waste Management

The conservation authority, Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) was consulted under
Regulation 48(3) during the HRA screening assessment and Capita Symonds has paid regard
to their comments.

In summary, CCW accepted the proposal for BGCBC to follow, where necessary, the HRA
methodology developed by the consultants - Enfusion Environmental Planning and

Management for the screening assessment and appropriate assessment stages of the Deposit
LDP.
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CCW also commented on the screening criteria which BGCBC initially proposed to apply to
the Deposit Local Development Plan’s policies.

Based on the information gathered for the screening process and considering the Habitats
Regulations requirements for a precautionary approach, it is determined that further
Appropriate Assessment work is required for:

" Cwm Clydach Woodlands;

] Usk Bat Site;

" Aberbargoed Grasslands;

" Sugar Loaf Woodlands;

. The River Usk

The AA will require more detailed information-gathering to assess, and where possible

quantify, the potential impacts identified and determine the most effective mechanism for
avoiding or mitigating those effects.
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2.1

Introduction

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council is currently developing a deposit Local Development
Plan and is undertaking Habitats Regulations Assessment in line with the requirements of the
Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) (Amendment) Regulations 2007.

This HRA screening report addresses the likely significant effects on designated European Sites
of implementing the policies and proposals of the deposit Local Development Plan (LDP).

Habitats Regulations Assessment is also commonly referred to as Appropriate Assessment
(AA) although the requirement for AA is first determined by an initial ‘screening’ stage
undertaken as part of the full HRA. This report addresses the Screening Phase of the HRA; it
outlines the screening tasks and the key findings emerging from the assessment.

REQUIREMENT FOR HABITATS REGULATIONS ASSESSMENT

The European Directive (92/43/EEC) on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Flora
and Fauna (the Habitats Directive) protects habitats and species of European nature
conservation importance. The Habitats Directive establishes a network of internationally
important sites designated for their ecological status. These are referred to as Natura 2000
(N2K) sites or European Sites, and comprise Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special
Protection Areas (SPAs) [which are classified under the Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the
conservation of wild birds, the ‘Birds Directive’].

Articles 6 (3) and 6 (4) of the Habitats Directive require AA to be undertaken on proposed
plans or projects which are not necessary for the management of the site but which are likely
to have a significant effect on one or more European sites either individually, or in
combination with other plans and projects." In 2007, this requirement was transposed into
UK law in Part IVA of the Habitats Regulations (The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &
c.)(Amendment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2007). These regulations require the
application of HRA to all land use plans. Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) guidance also
requires that Ramsar sites (which support internationally important wetland habitats) and are
listed under the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar Convention
1971) are included within HRA/AA and that candidate SACs and proposed SPAs are treated as
‘designated’ sites in the context of HRA.

The purpose of HRA/AA is to assess the impacts of a land-use plan, in combination with the
effects of other plans and projects, against the conservation objectives of a European Site and
to ascertain whether it would adversely affect the integrity® of that site. Where significant
negative effects are identified, alternative options or mitigation measures should be examined

1 Determining whether an effect is ‘significant’ is undertaken in relation to the designated interest
features and conservation objectives of the Natura 2000 sites. If an impact on any conservation
objective is assessed as being adverse then it should be treated as significant. Where information is
limited the precautionary principle applies and significant effects should be assumed until evidence
exists to the contrary.

2 Integrity is described as the sites’ coherence, ecological structure and function across the whole area
that enables it to sustain the habitat, complex of habitats and/or levels of populations of species for
which it was classified, (ODPM, 2005).
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2.2

to avoid any potential damaging effects. The scope of the HRA/AA is dependent on the
location, size and significance of the proposed plan or project and the sensitivities and nature
of the interest features of the European sites under consideration.

GUIDANCE FOR HABITATS REGULATIONS ASSESSMENT/APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT

Draft guidance for HRA ‘The Assessment of Development Plans in Wales under the Provisions
of the Habitats Regulations’, has been produced by WAG, (David Tyldesley and Associates,
October 2006). A partnership of consultants® has also prepared guidance (Appropriate
Assessment of Plans, August 2007) to assist planning bodies in complying with the Habitats
Directive.

The methods and approach used for this screening are based on the formal Welsh guidance
currently available and emergent practice, which recommend that HRA is approached in three
main stages — outlined in Table 1. This report outlines the method and findings for stage 1 of
the HRA process.

Table 1

Habitats Regulations Assessment: Key Stages

Stage 1

Screening * |dentify international sites in and around the plan/ strategy area in
for likely search area/ buffer zone agreed with the Statutory Body the
significant Countryside Council for Wales

effect » Examine conservation objectives of the interest feature(s)(where

available)

* Review plan policies and proposals and consider potential effects on
European sites (magnitude, duration, location, extent)

* Examine other plans and programmes that could contribute to ‘in
combination’ effects

* If no effects likely — report no significant effect (taking advice from CCW
as necessary).

» If effects are judged likely or uncertainty exists — the precautionary
principle applies proceed to stage 2

3 Scott Wilson, Levett-Therivel Sustainability Consultants, Treweek Environmental Consultants and Land
Use Consultants (August, 2006).
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2.4

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
Deposit Local Development Plan

Stage 2

Appropriate
Assessment

Complete additional scoping work including the collation of further
information on sites as necessary to evaluate impact in light of
conservation objectives

Agree scope and method of AA with CCW

Consider how plan ‘in combination’ with other plans and programmes
will interact when implemented (the Appropriate Assessment)
Consider how effect on integrity of site could be avoided by changes
to plan and the consideration of alternatives

Develop mitigation measures (including timescale and mechanisms)
Report outcomes of AA including mitigation measures, consult with
CCW and wider [public] stakeholders as necessary

If plan will not significantly effect European site proceed without
further reference to Habitats Regs

If effects or uncertainty remain following the consideration of
alternatives and development of mitigations proceed to stage 3

Stage 3

Procedures
where
significant
effect on
integrity of
international
site remains

Consider alternative solutions, delete from plan or modify

Consider if priority species/ habitats affected

Identify ‘imperative reasons of overriding public interest’ (IROPI)
economic, social, environmental, human health, public safety

Notify Assembly Government

Develop and secure compensatory measures

CONSULTATION

The Habitats Regulations require the plan making/competent authority to consult the
appropriate nature conservation statutory body [Countryside Council for Wales (CCW)].
Consultation on the approach to this HRA screening, including advice on which European sites
should be considered within the area of search, has been undertaken with CCW as required.

The Habitats Regulations leave consultation with other bodies and the public to the discretion
of the plan making authority. The WAG guidance notes that it is good practice to make
information on HRA available to the public at each formal development plan consultation

stage.

PURPOSE AND STRUCTURE OF REPORT

This report documents the process and the findings from the screening stage of the HRA for
Blaenau Gwent Deposit Local Development Plan.
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Following this introductory section the document is organized into a further three sections:

Section 2 —outlines the method used for the Screening process and includes reference
to the key information sources used.

Section 3 - outlines the process and summary findings of the Screening Process and
the assessment

Section 4 - outlines the conclusions, including the consultation commentary and how
the plan should proceed with reference to the Habitats Regulations.
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3. Method

31 SCREENING

In accordance with the official Welsh guidance and current practice, conducting the screening
stage of the HRA for Blaenau Gwent Deposit Local Development Plan (LDP) employed the
method outlined below. This approach combines both a plan focus and a site focus.

. The plan focus first screens out those elements of the plan unlikely to affect
European site integrity and then considers the impacts of the remaining elements on
European sites, including the potential for ‘in-combination’ impacts.

. The site focus considers the environmental conditions of the site and the factors
required to maintain site integrity, and looks at the potential impacts the plan may
have.

HRA experience to date has indicated that maintaining a site based approach as core to the
HRA/AA method more closely reflects the intent of the Habitats Directive. This means that
subsequent mitigation measures developed as required during the AA stage 2 seek to focus on
the conditions necessary to maintain site integrity (e.g. avoiding specific types of
development/ activity at or near sensitive areas). This is considered to be a more robust and
defensible approach than adding policy caveats at a strategic level and devolving decisions
about impacts on site integrity to lower level planning documents. Although, this approach
does recognize that some decisions on avoidance and mitigation can only be made when site
level detail becomes available.

The key tasks employed for the HRA Screening are set out in Table 2.

Table 2

HRA Screening Stage 1: Key Tasks

Task 1 * l|dentification of European sites both within the plan/proposal
boundaries and in an area of search extending to 15km [as

Identification of recommended by extant guidance] around the plan/proposal

Natura 2000 area. This includes considering hydrological connectivities and

sites & the catchment of watercourses relating to identified

characterisation designations.

* Information was obtained for each European site, based on
publicly available information and consultation with Countryside
Council for Wales where appropriate.*

e This included information relating to the sites’ qualifying
features; conservation objectives; vulnerabilities/ sensitivities,
current conditions, trends & geographical boundaries.

4 Key Information Sources: Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) web resource
www.jncc.gov.uk including site details/ character contained on Natura 2000 Standard Data Form.
Conservation Objectives, management plan information, Countryside Council for Wales web resource
http://www.ccw.gov.uk/
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Task 2

Plan review and
identification of
likely impacts

Screening of the plan/proposal and the identification of likely
impacts (including a review of the plan/proposal’'s aims,
objectives, strategic policies, including spatial implications where
identified to determine likely impacts).

Task 3

Consideration
of other plans
and

Consideration, where appropriate, of other plans and
programmes that may have in-combination effects with the
plan/proposal.

programmes

Task 4 Assessment of the potential of identified impacts to affect the
designated interest features of European sites

Screening Summary of screening outcomes and recommendations.

Assessment

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
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4. Screening

41 TASK 1: IDENTIFICATION OF EUROPEAN SITES AND CHARACTERISATION OF SENSITIVITY OF THE SITE AREA

Blaenau Gwent is an area of contrasting landscapes dominated by rugged mountains looming
peacefully over the three valleys and their respective communities. The steeply sloping valley
sides with their high ridges and moorland vegetation define the character of the area.

There are two sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within the Planning Authority
boundary:

. Cwm Merddog Woodlands / coed Ty’'n y Gelli
. Brynmawr Sections (geological site)

There are no National Nature Reserves (NNR) within the Blaenau Gwent Planning Authority
boundary.

Blaenau Gwent has one Local nature Reserve (LNR) — the Silent valley LNR, which includes
Cwm Merddog / Coed Ty'n y and covers a total of 51.62 ha. The parts of the LNR that include
the SSSI have been designated as such as a result of the presence of Ancient Semi-Natural
Woodland.

A number of candidate LNRs have been proposed for the County borough area, these are: Parc
Bryn Bach (Tredegar); Sirhowy Woodlands (Tredegar/EbbwVale); Garden City (Ebbw Vale);
Beaufort Hills (Beaufort); Parc Nant y Waun (Brynmawr); Trevor Rowson Heritage site
(Nantyglo); Rosheyworth Community Woodlands (Abertillery); Cwmcelyn Pond (Blaina);
Cwmtillery Lakes (Abertillery); and Six Bells Colliery Site (Six Bells).

There are 14 Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland (ASNW) sites and three Plantations on Ancient
Woodland Sites (PAWS).

Work on identifying Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) is well underway.
The first tranche of designations will include 64 SINCs and are expected to gain approval in
the near future. A further set of SINCs are planned subsequently, but it is unclear how many
will be included at that stage.

There are no European sites within the Local Planning Authority boundary of Blaenau
Gwent.

Plans and projects can have spatial implications that extend beyond the intended plan
boundaries. In particular, it is recognized that distance in itself is not a definitive guide to
the likelihood or severity of an impact, inaccessibility/ remoteness is typically more
relevant as factors such as the prevailing wind direction, river drainage paths, and ground
water flow direction will all have a bearing on the relative distance at which an impact can
occur. This means that a plan directing development some distance away from a European
Site could still have effects on the site and therefore, needs to be considered as part of the
screening process.
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Taking into account the potential for trans-boundary impacts the screening has identified 9
European Sites that lie within a 15km search area around Blaenau Gwent County Borough
Council’'s (BGCBC) Planning Authority boundary. These sites are outlined in Table 3 below
and detailed information for each designated site including its conservation objectives is
provided in Appendix A; maps showing the location and spatial extent of these sites are in
Appendix E.

Table 3
European Sites within Search Area Buffer Zone
European Sites
within 15km search . . Distance from Plan/ Proposal Boundary
Designation
area of around (approx)
Plan/Proposal Area
Cwm Clydach .
Woodlands SAC Adjacent
Usk Bat Site SAC Adjacent
River Usk SAC 3.9km
Aberbargoed SAC 4.4 km
Grassland
Sugar Loaf
Woodlands SAC 79 km
Brecon Beacons SAC 10.1km
Llangorse Lake/Llyn
Syfaddan SAC 10.1km
Coed Y Cerrig SAC 11.6 km
Cwm Cadlan SAC 12.9 km
42 TASK 2: PLAN/STRATEGY REVIEW, POLICY SCREENING AND IDENTIFICATION OF LIKELY IMPACTS
4.21 DEPOSIT LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN SUMMARY REVIEW
The Deposit Local Development Plan envisages that through collaborative working, by 2021,
Blaenau Gwent will become a network of sustainable, vibrant valley communities, where
people have the skills, knowledge and opportunities to achieve a better quality of life and
residents will live in safe, healthy and thriving communities, with access to a range of good
quality affordable homes and thriving town centres. Its unique environment, cultural and
historic identity will be protected and enhanced to create a place where people want to live,
work and visit.
Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council Page 10
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This vision (see Deposit LDP) is further expressed by the 4 themes and 16 objectives
developed to set the way forward. The Local Development Plan Strategy is based on building
a network of district hubs around the principal hub of Ebbw Vale whilst recognising that there
is a north south divide in terms of opportunities for growth. The creation of an integrated
network of modern and revitalised hubs provides an opportunity to transform the area. It
creates a mechanism to co-ordinate investment and ensures that benefits are shared widely.

4.2.2 DEPOSIT LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN: SCREENING PLAN/PROPOSAL

The Deposit Local Development Plan was - for the purposes of the HRA - subject to an initial
screening process. The aim of this screening is to identify, at a broad level, those policies that
will not have an effect on European Sites and those that have the potential to have a
significant effect at the sites identified at Task 1.

The approach taken builds on and is in accordance with screening approaches used in the UK
for Regional and Sub-Regional Strategies” The Deposit Local Development Plan’s policies

were screened on the basis of the following criteria.

Reasons why a policy might be considered not to have an effect on a European Site

. The policy concentrates development in existing urban areas, steering development
away from European sites and sensitive areas.

. The policy will steer development away from European sites and associated sensitive
areas.

. The policy is intended to protect the natural environment, including biodiversity.

. The policy is intended to conserve or enhance the natural, built or historic environment,

and such enhancements are unlikely to affect a European site.

. Where there is not a pathway between the plan/proposal or, a component of the
plan/proposal - the impact source, and the European site's interest features — the
receiver; the impact may be by means of a direct, indirect or induced pathway.

Reasons why a policy could be considered to have an effect on a European Site
. The plan/ policy steers a type of development towards or, encourages development in
an area that includes a European site or an area where development may indirectly

affect a European site.

. Where there is a pathway between the plan (the impact source) and the European site’s
interest features (the receiver).

5 The Assessment of Regional Spatial Strategies and Sub-regional strategies under the Provisions of the
Habitats Regulations: Draft (David Tyldesley Associate, for English Nature, 2006). As applied to the Neath
Port Talbot UDP Appropriate Assessment (June 2007).
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The full Policy Screening Tables, including the rationale for a policy screening decision based on
the above criteria are provided in Appendix B. Of the 13 strategic policies screened, 11 policies
were considered to be proposing development that may have significant effects at the
European sites identified at Task 1. The 11 policies that remain in the assessment process are
outlined in Table 4.

Table 4

Plan/ Proposal Policies Recommended for Appropriate Assessment

1. SP1 Northern Strategy Area — Sustainable Growth and Regeneration
2. SP2 Southern Strategy Area — Regeneration

3. SP3 The Retail Hierarchy and Vitality and Viability of Town Centres
4. SP4 Delivering Quality Housing

5. SP5 Spatial Distribution of Housing Sites

6. SP6 Ensuring Accessibility

7. SP7 Climate Change

8. SP8 Sustainable Economic Growth

11. SP11 Protection and Enhancement of the Built Environment

12. SP12 Securing an Adequate Supply of Minerals

13. SP13 Delivering Sustainable Waste Management

The potential impacts that could arise from these policies are:

. deterioration of air composition and quality;

. disturbance of features by factors such as noise, light etc;

. loss of habitat area, quality and connectivity;

. changes to the flow regime and sediment characteristics;

. changes in drainage characteristics;

. deterioration of water quality and changes in the nutrient loads of receiving waters;
. introduction of physical and hydrological barriers etc. in watercourses.

As part of the HRA requirement, it was noted in relation to regulation 85B(1) that the Blaenau
Gwent Deposit Local Development Plan (LDP) and its individual components are not directly
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connected to or necessary to the management of any European Site and therefore the Local
Development Plan (LDP) could not be screened out of HRA on this basis.

43 Task 3: CONSIDERATION OF OTHER PLANS AND PROGRAMMES

It is a requirement of Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive that HRA examines the potential
for the Blaenau Gwent Deposit Local Development Plan to have a significant effect either
individually or ‘in combination’ with other plans & projects. Undertaking an assessment of
the ‘in combination’ effect of other projects and plans required a pragmatic approach given
the extensive range of projects and plans underway in the surrounding region. The approach
taken was cognizant of the emphasis in the forthcoming WAG guidance, that considering the
potential for in-combination effects is core to delivering robust/ precautionary HRA.®

In deciding on the relevant plans and projects for assessment, consideration was given to
those whose impact areas coincide with the designated sites relevant to the Deposit LDP -

either in terms of their likely pathways or effects.

Some of the other qualifying criteria used for considering plans for “in-combination impact”
assessment are:

. Geographical proximity;

. Developments requiring land-take;

. Developments of a suitably large size and scale;

. Plans or projects that are characterised by or involve infrastructure-type development;
. Plans or projects that are characterised by or result in changes in land use;

. Plans or projects that involve or have the potential for producing emissions or disposal

to land, water, air (atmospheric emission and discharge to watercourses);

. Plans or projects that involve development on lands near to watercourses (main rivers,
critical ordinary watercourses and ordinary watercourses);

. Plan or projects that involve development of Greenfield lands or lands designated as
greenbelts;

. Developments with natural resources requirements;

. Developments with excavation requirement;

. Plans or projects with suitably long duration of construction, operation and

decommissioning.

¢ The review also draws on work being undertaken on behalf of the South East Wales Strategic Planning
Group (SEWSPG) to build a resource kit of information and analysis to support HRA in the region.
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When considering other projects and plans, attention was focused on those aimed at
delivering planned spatial growth with the most significant being those that seek to provide,
housing, employment and infrastructure. The review considered the most relevant plans
including:

. The Wales Spatial Plan (update) 2008

" Local Development Plans in South East Wales neighbouring authorities

" Waste Strategies for South East Wales and neighbouring authorities

. Regional Transport Plans — where relevant and/or major development schemes

" Catchment Abstraction Management Plans — where relevant to the designated sites
under consideration

The potential effects of these plans are reviewed in detail at Appendix C and the potential for
these effects to act ‘in-combination’ with effects identified from Blaenau Gwent Deposit

Local Development Plan are considered in the screening assessment in Appendix D.

The range of in-combination impacts considered was focused on the key issues outlined

below:
. Airborne pollution (air composition and quality) from proposed LDP activities;
. Loss of habitat area and connectivity and deterioration of quality;
. Changes to the flow regime and sediment characteristics of the water environment;
. Deterioration of water quality and baseline nutrient levels.
4.4 TASK 4: SCREENING ASSESSMENT

In line with the screening requirement of the Habitats Regulations, an assessment was
undertaken to determine the potential significant effects of the Blaenau Gwent Deposit Local
Development Plan on the integrity of the 9 European sites that lie within the 15 km search
buffer area of the plan boundary. The screening decision was informed by:

. The information gathered on the European sites — Appendix A;

. The review of the Blaenau Gwent Deposit Local Development Plan policies and their
likely impacts (Appendix B); which included an analysis of the potential environmental
impacts likely to be generated from LDP activities and;

. The review of other relevant plans and programmes — Appendix C

. WAG guidance on HRA, particularly in reference to the assessment of typically broader,
more strategic plans.
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4.5

SCREENING ASSESSMENT SUMMARY

The detail of the main screening exercise is set out at Appendix D and the result of the
assessment is summarized in the paragraphs below and at Table 5.

In line with the screening requirement of the Habitats Regulations, an assessment was
undertaken to determine the potential significant effects of the Deposit Local Development
Plan on the integrity of the 9 European sites that lie outside the plan/proposal boundaries.

The detail of the main screening exercise is set out in Appendix D and the result of the
assessment is summarized below in Table 5.

Table 5
HRA Screening Table Summary
European Sites outside Designation AA required AA required in
of Plan/proposal alone? combination?
boundaries x No
% No v Yes
v Yes ? Uncertain
? Uncertain
Cwm Clydach Woodlands SAC ? v
Usk Bat Site SAC ? v
River Usk SAC ? ?
Aberbargoed Grasslands SAC ? v
Sugar Loaf Woodlands SAC ? v
Brecon Beacons SAC x x
Llangorse Lake SAC x x
Coedy Cerrig SAC x x
Cwm Cadlan SAC x x
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5. Conclusions, Future Work

This report outlines the methods used and the findings arising from the screening stage of the
Habitats Regulations Assessment undertaken for the Blaenau Gwent Deposit Local
Development Plan.

The HRA considered 9 European sites within a 15km search area around the plan boundaries.

The findings of the screening process suggested, based on the precautionary principle, the
potential for significant effects at 4 of the European Sites outside of the plan area boundary.
A fifth European site — the River Usk has been taken forward, on the advice of CCW, because
there was a remote, theoretical possibility that any new development within the Plan area,
which could potentially make additional demands on water resources could conceivably
impact on the River Usk — since the Usk is a part of the South East Wales Conjunctive Use
Scheme (SEWCUS).

By applying the precautionary principle, the HRA screening assessment also identified that
these “five (5)” European sites could potentially be affected by the delivery of the Deposit
LDP “in-combination” with other projects and plans in SE Wales.

Based on the information gathered for the screening process and considering the Habitats
Regulations requirements for a precautionary approach, it is determined that further
Appropriate Assessment work is required for:

. Cwm Clydach Woodlands;
. Usk Bat Site;

. Aberbargoed Grasslands;
. Sugar Loaf Woodlands

. River Usk

The AA will require more detailed information-gathering to assess, and where possible
quantify, the potential impacts identified and determine the most effective mechanism for
avoiding or mitigating those effects. This work will need to take place in consultation with
the Statutory Body, CCW and other key stakeholders (if required).

A full AA report will be presented alongside the Blaenau Gwent Deposit Local Development
Plan as part of the evidence base for examination where it serves to provide a record of how
the plan is consistent with Welsh Assembly and wider UK government/EU policy on
biodiversity protection. The assessment should be revisited in the light of any significant
changes to the plan.
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WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT (WAG) GUIDANCE
Technical Advice Note (TAN) 5 (WAG, 1996) Nature Conservation and Planning

Draft Annex to TAN5 (WAG, 2006) Nature Conservation and Planning: The Assessment of
Development Plans in Wales Under the Provision of the Habitats Regulations.

WAG Habitats Directive Weblink.
http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/consmanagement/conservation_biodiversity/
habitatsdirective/?lang=en

EUROPEAN UNION GUIDANCE

European Commission (EC) (2000) Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the
‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC.

EC (2001) Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 sites: methodological
Guidance on the Provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC.

EC (2007) Guidance Document on Article 6(4) of the ‘Habitats Directive’ 92/43/EEC.

Clarification of Concepts of: Alternative Solutions, Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest,
Compensatory Measures, Overall Coherence, Opinion of the Commission.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT (DCLG) GUIDANCE

DCLG (2006) Planning for the Protection of European Sites: Appropriate Assessment.
Guidance for Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents (August 2006,
consultation draft).

ODPM (2005) Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation.

ODPM (2005) Government Circular: biodiversity and Geological Conservation — Statutory Obligations
and their Impact Within the Planning System.
OTHER RELEVANT REFERENCES AND GUIDANCE SOURCES

Dodd AM, Cleary BE, Dawkins JS, Byron HJ, Palframan LJ, Williams GM. (2007) The Appropriate
Assessment of Spatial plans: a guide to why, when and how to do it.

English Nature (2006) A practical toolkit for assessing cumulative effects of spatial plans and
development projects on biodiversity in England. English Nature Research Reports No. 673.

English Nature (2006) Draft Guidance: The Assessment of Regional Spatial
Strategies and Sub-Regional Strategies Under the Provisions of the Habitats
Regulations: Internal Report.

Hosking R & Tyldesley D (2006) How the scale of effects on internationally
designated nature conservation sites in Britain has been considered in decision making: A review of
authoritative decisions.

Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management's (IEEM) Guidelines for
Ecological Impact Assessment in the United Kingdom.
http://www.ieem.org.uk/ecia/index.html

WAG (2002) Sustainability Appraisal of Unitary Development Plans in Wales: A Good Practice Guide

Scott Wilson, Levett-Therivel, Treeweek, Land Use Consultants (2006) Appropriate Assessment of
Plans.

WAG (2004) Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of Unitary Development Plans — Interim Good
Practice Guide

WAG (2006) Local Development Plans Wales.
NATURA 2000 SITE SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) - Protected Sites:
http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-4

Browse SACs on map:
http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-1515

Browse SPAs on map:
http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-2598
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Appendix A European Site
Descriptions/Characterisations
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Appendix B Policy Screening

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

Deposit Local Development Plan

Habitats Regulations Assessments — Screening Report
April 2011
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Appendix D Screening Assessment

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

Deposit Local Development Plan

Habitats Regulations Assessments — Screening Report
April 2011
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Vitality and
Viability of the
Town Centres

pressure on River
Usk

precautionary principle

SP4 Delivering | Possible water Possible water resources demand Yes

Quality Housing resources demand pressure on River Usk Under the
pressure on River precautionary principle
Usk

SP5 Spatial | Possible water Possible water resources demand Yes

Distribution  of | resources demand pressure on River Usk Under the

Housing Sites

pressure on River
Usk

precautionary principle
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Appendix E Map of Sites

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

Deposit Local Development Plan

Habitats Regulations Assessments — Screening Report
April 2011
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PROJECT:
BLAENAVON GWENT CBC

DEPOSIT LDP HABITATS
REGULATION ASSSESMENT
(HRA)

TITLE:
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