
 
 

MANUFACTURE AND STORAGE OF EXPLOSIVES REGULATIONS 2005 

 

Environment Department   Public Protection Division           Trading Standards 

 Anyone wishing to store f i reworks must register  or  l icence thei r  premises with TRADING 

STANDARDS. 

 TRADING STANDARDS wi l l  inspect the premises to ensure the f i reworks are stored safely.  

 TRADING STANDARDS are responsible for  premises keeping up to 2  tonnes of f i reworks.  

 HEALTH AND SAFETY EXECUTIVE are responsible for  s tores larger than 2 tonnes.  

 
EXPLOSIVES ACT 1875 

 I t  is  i l legal to  sel l  gunpowder to chi ldren under the age of  16  ( includes throwdowns,  gun caps, 

etc) .  TRADING STANDARDS 

 I t  is  i l legal  to hawk (sel l  f i reworks in a publ ic  place) and throw f i reworks in the street .  POLICE 

 POLICE take a lead role in tackl ing sales of  explosives f rom mobi le t raders and houses, 

TRADING STANDARDS assist .  

 
FIREWORKS (SAFETY) REGULATIONS 1997 (as amended)  

 I t  is  i l legal to supply unsafe f i reworks to members of  the publ ic  (mini  rockets,  bangers or  a ir  

bombs) TRADING STANDARDS  

 I t  is  i l legal  to se l l  adul t  f i reworks to anyone under the age of  18.  TRADING STANDARDS 

 I t  is  i l legal  to sel l  party poppers,  throwdowns and gun caps to anyone under the age of 16.   

 
FIREWORKS ACT 2003 – FIREWORKS REGULATIONS 2004 

 I t  is  i l legal  for  persons under the age of  18 to possess f i reworks in publ ic  p laces. POLICE 

 I t  is  i l legal  to use f i reworks between 11.00pm and 7.00am (except bonf i re n ight  etc.)  POLICE 

 Anyone wishing to supply f i reworks outs ide of  permit ted dates:  
 

15t h  October -  10 t h  November 

3 days pr ior  to and inc luding Diwal i  

3 days pr ior  to and inc luding Chinese New Year 

26t h   -  31s t  December 
 

must  obtain a l icence f rom the local  author i ty (current ly £500) .  TRADING STANDARDS 
 

 I t  is  a legal  requirement to display a s ign in the v ic in i ty of  a l l  f i reworks sales stat ing:  

‘ I t  is  i l legal  to supply adul t  f i reworks to anyone under the age of  18:  and i t  is  i l legal  for anyone 

under the age of  18 to possess f i reworks in a publ ic  p lace. ’  TRADING STANDARDS 
 



 
 

 

 

Environment Department   Public Protection Division           Trading Standards 

 
 

Licensing / Registration Trading Standards 

Safe storage (business) Trading Standards 

Sale of Gunpowder and toy fireworks (caps etc.) 

to under 16’s  

Trading Standards 

Supply of unsafe fireworks Trading Standards 

Sale of adult fireworks to under 18’s Trading Standards 

Licence to sell fireworks outside of specified 

periods 

Trading Standards 

Display of warning notices at fireworks point of 

sale 

Trading Standards 

Control of acquisition of over 50kg explosives 

(fireworks) 

Trading Standards 

Supply of excessively noisy fireworks Trading Standards 

Hawking of fireworks Police 

Sales from residential premises Police lead TS assist 

Possession in public place of fireworks by under 

18’s 

Police 

Use of fireworks during night hours Police 

Throwing fireworks in public place Police 

Importation of fireworks Customs & Excise 

 

Penalties: Please note the majority of the above offences carry a maximum penalty of £5000 

and/or 6 months imprisonment.  However a few offences carry an unlimited fine. 

 

Contacts: Trading Standards: 01495 356138 

 Police:   01495 350999 
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