What is Child Tax Credit? 

Child Tax Credit is a payment to support families with children. 

Can I claim? 

You can claim Child Tax Credit if you are responsible for one child (or young person) or more. You do not have to be working to claim. 

Child Tax Credit will provide support for
- A child until 1st September following his or her 16th birthday, or
- A young person ages 16 to 18 who
*Is in full-time education, up to and including ‘A’ levels, NVQ level 3 or Scottish Highers; 
*Has left full-time education but does not have a job or a training place and has registered with the Careers Service or Connexions Service (Connexions Service does not apply in Scotland or Northern Ireland);
*Is not claiming Income Support or tax credits in his or her own right;
*Is not serving a custodial sentence of four months or more imposed by a court. 

What if I have a new baby? 

You will receive a higher rate of Child Tax Credit, which is paid in the year following a child’s birth. 

How will Child Tax Credit be paid? 

Child Tax Credit will be paid directly to the person who is mainly responsible for caring for the children in the family. You can choose whether to receive payments weekly or every four weeks. 

What if I get Income Support or Income-based Jobseekers Allowance? 

If you qualify for Income Support or Income-based Jobsekers Allowance you will be entitled to the maximum amount of Child Tax Credit for your children. You do not need to make a claim for Child Tax Credit now. The Department for Work and Pensions will contact you directly to let you know how the new tax credits will affect you and your benefit. 

